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The University of Winnipeg Department of Theatre and Film presents
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Running time:
Approximately 2.5 hours including one intermission

Content information:
References to infant/childbirth mortality, death, and epidemic; sexual content;
smoking of herbal cigarettes; and use of theatrical water-based fog.

A Quiet Room is available for anyone who requires it.
Please see House Management in the lobby for any accessibility needs.

Please turn off your cell phone.
The photographing, video and/or audio recording of this performance by any means whatsoever
is strictly prohibited.
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DIRECTOR’S NOTES

On World Theatre Day, | reflect on a world in chaos: the US and Israel are waging war
in the Middle East, US interventions in Latin America go unchecked, and fascism is
encroaching everywhere. We stand at the brink of a third world war—something |
never thought I'd say, nor expected my children to experience. Yet, here we are,
confronting uncertainty and the grim possibility of war, all in a world still reeling from
a pandemic that claimed over 7.1 million lives. That figure is sobering to write.

Unity (1918) invites us to examine the past, at the moment the First World War (1914-
1918) ended. The Spanish Flu struck with the same force as our recent global
pandemic. The characters experienced what we did—fear, panic, loss of hope, and
grief. Yet, at the core of this play, making it timely and relevant, is a beating heart of
hope—hope for the future, for love, for community. History teaches us that amid the
pain and horrors of war, this heartbeat persists—our heartbeats, regardless of colour,
creed, or religion, endure. Our shared humanity, compassion, and need for
community endure. We need to come together.

This is what theatre is to me. The coming together of community. It is the salve and
the pact we make with each other to come together, our heartbeats beating as one,
to see the glimmer of hope within the chaos and sadness. Thank you for continuing
to believe in the power of theatre and community. Your presence here, with us, with
all of the incredibly talented young artists in this program, is the salve for our times.
These young artists, like the play's young characters, are the future. They are the ones
who will get us out of this cycle of destruction. Because their hope seems to be intact,
even in the face of such a bleak world. This play is for them, for all younger
generations who are trying so hard to get rid of the labels and categories that have
divided us for so long. Like phoenixes rising from the ashes, their new world order
will be one of love and hope. Happy World Theatre Day and welcome to the theatre.
| hope you enjoy the show.

Thank you to the 4™ year Honours in Acting students at the University of Winnipeg:
your imaginations, your energy, and your laughter carried us through the darkness of
this play. To the production students and faculty in the Theatre and Film program:
you have made me feel welcome during my time here. Thank you for trusting me
during this process. To my husband Peter and my daughters Emma and Stella: |
couldn’t do what | do without you in my life.

Marilé Nunez

Please mark your calendar for some more year-end presentations:
ALL THE BAD KIDS GO TO MARS Apr11& 12
MUSICAL THEATRE CABARET Apr 17

See our website at https://www.uwinnipeq.ca/theatre-film/
for more information.
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