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EVERYBODY
by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins
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World Premiere of EVERYBODY produced by Signature Theatre, New York City
(Paige Evans, Artistic Director; Erika Mallin, Executive Director; James Houghton, Founder)
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Running time: approximately 95 minutes without intermission
CONTENT WARNING

This performance includes discussion of death.
Mature language and content.
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

This production asks us to evaluate how we live our lives. It is impossible to address that notion without
acknowledging the history of the land upon which we stand. We present this work on Treaty 1 Territory, the
traditional lands of the Anishinaabe, Ininew, Qji-Cree, Dene, and Dakota, and the Birthplace of the Métis
Nation. We acknowledge the harms done on this land and the need to educate ourselves and others.

This is land we borrow from future generations and yet irreparable harm has been done to it and its original
caretakers. We ask you to join us in taking action towards reparations, starting with making a donation to the
Indian Residential School Survivors Society - https://www.irsss.ca/.



https://www.irsss.ca/

Director and Cast Notes

Once again we find ourselves unable to share the theatrical space with our audience. This show is very much
framed by the theatre and interaction with you, the audience, so we are really missing this connection.

We are however grateful that the ability to perform together was still possible. It is an important stage of
learning for student actors to do a full show, even if it means having our audience in a different space.

Everybody was first produced in 2017 as a modern riff on Everyman, one of the oldest plays in the English
language. It was a finalist for the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for Drama.

“That’s the funny thing about the original too is that it’s a play about death but also it’s a play about hope.
There’s a hope for humanity to change itself, to die a noble death, to right its wrongs.” — Branden Jacobs-Jenkins

As director and student actors, we collaborated in the casting and choices for the show. The goal was first and
foremost to work safely amidst the health crisis, but beyond that it was to learn and apply what has been
taught, while finding joy in the process.

Jacobs-Jenkins has called this play a love letter to actors. It certainly was a much needed opportunity to tell a
story as artists, which is something we do not take for granted right now.

We are grateful to the team who put so much into this project, despite having to continue to adjust to changing
restrictions. We need to connect more than ever right now, in order to decide the world we want to live in and
the world we want to leave behind for generations to come. A bit more love and understanding will carry
greater meaning at the end of the day than anything else.
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EVERYBODY is presented by special arrangement with Broadway Licensing, LLC,
servicing the Dramatists Play Service collection. (www.dramatists.com)

Please join us for our next production:

DEVISED THEATRE COLLECTIVE
Honours Devised class

March 23 - 26, 2022

Watch for information and online reservations in March at our website:
theatre.uwinnipeg.ca OR film.uwinnipeg.ca
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