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This booklet  was 

com piled and writ ten by 

m e, seed library 

co- founder Maureen 

Hanlon. I n  using the 

word ?we? throughout  

the booklet , I  hope to 

acknowledge that  

decisions  for  and about  

the library were m ade 

not  just  by m yself  and 

co- founder Charlie Crow, 

but  in  consultat ion with 

the m any volunteers and 

partners who have m ade 

this project  possib le. The 

UWSA Seed Library is not  

any one individual, but  a 

group of  ?us? working 

together to m ake the 

project  a reali t y.
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The UWSA Seed 
Library: An Overview 

    This booklet  tells the story of  the 

Universit y of  Winn ipeg Students'  

Associat ion Seed Library, and we hope it  

can serve as a resource to others looking to 

start  a seed library of  their  own. I n  the 

in t roduct ion, we discuss the or igins of  the 

library and the reasons we decided seed 

saving was a worthwhile sustainabili t y 

in it iat ive for the un iversit y. The next  

sect ion covers the f irst  four m onths spent  

Phot o: The seed l i b rary mak es an appearance at  UWSA Grass Rout es Fest i val . (Winnipeg M et ro)

    A seed library funct ions 

m uch like a book library. 

Users can borrow seeds 

without  charge and are 

asked to return seeds af ter 

they have grown their  

p lants. Som e seed 

librar ies are very 

part icular about  the 

responsib i li t ies of  users, 

while som e do not  t rack 

their  users at  all. The 

UWSA Seed Library asks 

that  users t ry to save 

twice the num ber of  seeds 

they checked out , but  

there are no ram if icat ions 

for not  return ing seeds. 

Addit ionally, seed 

librar ies usually accept  

seed donat ions, again  

with varying levels of  

st r ingency. For m ore 

in form at ion about   

donat ions , see our policy 

sum m ary on page 21.

 

    Many ent it ies p layed a 

part  in  br inging the UWSA 

Seed Library to li f e.The 

in it ial idea for the library 

was developed by two 

students, Maureen Hanlon 

and Charlie Crow. They 

were awarded an 

eco-grant  of  just  under 

$2000 for their  project  by 

GESA, the un iversit y?s 

Geography and 

Environm ental Student?s 

Associat ion. The eco-grant  

is awarded year ly by GESA 

for cam pus sustainabili t y 

in it iat ives and is funded 

ent irely by the student  

group. I n  2016, the 

eco-grant  was awarded to 

both the UWSA Seed 

Library and a roof top 

gardening in it iat ive. 

    Hanlon was the 

coordinator of  another 

student  group, EcoPI A 

(Ecological People in  

Act ion), whose m em bers 

quickly becam e act ive in  

establishing the library. 

EcoPI A is a UWSA- funded 

group com m it ted to 

prom ot ing environm ental 

awareness on cam pus 

through student  act ion. 

Other EcoPI A in it iat ives 

include a waste educator 

program  to encourage 

com post ing and recycling 

habit s in  the student  body 

and the UWSA Bike Lab, 

which serves as a 

workspace and act ion 

group for cyclist s at  the 

un iversit y. Because of  the 

EcoPI A?s t ies to the 

student  un ion, the wider 

UWSA network was also 

availab le as a resource for 

support ing and prom ot ing 

the library while i t  was 

established.    

    The un iversit y also 

of fered a Cam pus 

Sustainabili t y class, 

ENV-4615, dur ing the 

sem ester that  the seed 

library was established. 

The class was taught  by 

Alan Diduck, an 

environm ental studies 

professor in terested in  

em powering students to 

ef fect  change at  the 

un iversit y and beyond. 

Diduck?s class allowed 

students to adopt  projects 

establishing the seed library, including 

goal-set t ing, research, and events. This sect ion 

also includes an overview of  basic seed saving 

for those new to the pract ice. We m ove on to 

discuss project  detai ls: policies for lending and 

borrowing, our cataloguing system , and 

guidelines for library volunteers. We conclude 

with our upcom ing plans and a vision for the 

seed library?s long- term  future.

What is a seed 
library?

Key Actors

Back ground Phot o: f l i ck r.com/ phot os/ t eagrr l

GESA execut ive awards an eco-grant  to kick start  the seed 
library. (Photo courtesy of  GESA) 
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Back ground Phot o: Cucumbers germ inat i ng. (f l i ck r.com/ phot os/ clear lyd i ved)

Vision and Purpose
    The UWSA Seed library 

was founded to m ake 

shar ing seeds and seed 

saving knowledge easier 

for students, staf f , and the 

wider downtown 

com m unity. I n  a world 

where food is increasingly 

patented and genet ically 

m odif ied, restor ing and 

m aintain ing a resi lient  

seed keeping t radit ion is 

key to cult ivat ing food 

sovereignty. This project  

cont r ibutes to the 

un iversit y 's Sustainabili t y 

Policy, including our goal 

to ?equip students with 

the ski lls and 

knowledge...that  will 

enable people to act ively 

cont r ibute to a m ore 

sustainable world." Saving 

seeds allows cit izens to 

exercise cont rol over the 

food system  and builds a 

culture of  sustainabili t y. 

When seeds are m ade as 

accessib le as books in  a 

library, everyone has the 

opportun it y to part icipate 

in  the long, dynam ic, and 

ongoing story that  

produced the seeds we 

hold in  our hands. 

.

Phot o: UW st udent  hand pol l i nat es squash  b lossoms as part  of  her f i eld  p lacement  f or t he 
M ast er 's i n  Development  Pract i ce program. (Court esy of  Kai t lyn Dut h ie- Kanni k k at t )

proposed by the Cam pus 

Sustainabili t y Of f ice and 

explore opt ions for 

im plem entat ion on 

cam pus. By taking this 

class, Hanlon was able to 

get  credit  for  her work on 

the library and workshop 

ideas as the project  

developed over the 

course of  the sem ester. 

This was cr i t ical to 

goal-set t ing and 

organizat ion in  the ear ly 

m onths of  the library. I n  

addit ion to the seed 

library, Diduck?s class 

resulted in  suggest ions 

for in terpret ive signage 

for the Bike Lab?s new 

solar panels, a proposal 

for  a sustainabili t y course 

requirem ent , and several 

other innovat ive projects. 

Key Actors (cont.)    There cont inue to be 

m any act ive p layers in  

the seed library, 

including our library 

users, the Cam pus 

Sustainabili t y of f ice, 

and m ore. Please see 

our acknowledgm ents 

on page 32 for a m ore 

com plete list  of  seed 

library supporters..

Professor Alan Diduck  at  

cam pus Living Lab event . 

(Photo courtesy of  Alana 

Lajoie-O'Malley)
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" I t 's on ly by having as many gardeners as 
we can saving t hese seeds t hat  we're 

going t o be st art i ng t o reverse t he rat es of  
ext i nct i on."  - Carol i ne Chart rand, Red River 

Seed Library f ounder

    An ear ly step in  

establishing the library 

was researching sim ilar 

projects at  other North 

Am erican un iversit ies. We 

looked at  f ive un iversit ies 

and com pared donat ion 

policies, expectat ions for 

borrowers, storage 

logist ics, public out reach, 

and organizat ion. Here we 

review f ive key 

observat ions that  

in f luenced the ear ly 

developm ent  of  the 

library:

1. Most libraries 

founded/ supported by 

students also have some 

other body to support their 

efforts. For instance, the 

Facult y of  Agr iculture at  

Dalhousie Universit y 

helps to run their  library, 

while the seed library at  

the Universit y of  Toronto 

is part  of  a larger, 

cit y-wide seed library 

network. Large, stab le 

groups were key to 

carrying on the work of  

the librar ies f rom  one 

year to the next  as 

students graduated. We 

have ended up working 

closely with the Universit y 

of  Winn ipeg?s Student  

Other University 
Seed  Libraries

Associat ion, who are able 

to provide guidance and 

long- term  stabili t y for  the 

library and provided 

of f icial sponsorship in   

our form al nam e.

2. All the libraries use dry 

storage. Our in it ial p lan 

had called for 

ref r igerat ion. While this 

would prolong the 

viab i li t y of  our seeds, i t  

m ade storage logist ics 

that  m uch harder. 

Librar ies like the Kwant len 

Seed Library at  Kwant len 

Polytechnic I nst i tute 

indicate that  high seed 

turnover is one of  their  

pr im ary goals, so 

longevit y of  seeds is less 

of  a concern. We have 

stored our seeds in  paper 

coin  envelopes in  a 

wooden sewing case for 

the t im e being. I t?s 

portab le and draws 

at tent ion!

3. Restrictions on seed 

donations were few, but 

groups usually encouraged 

organic and open-pollinated 

seeds. Several librar ies had 

system s for rat ing ease of  

growth. We or iginally 

p lanned to dist r ibute on ly 

seeds that  could be direct  

seeded, but  these policies 

and other research on 

seed saving techniques 

turned us in  a new 

Phot o: The M et anoia Farmers'  Cooperat i ve saves rare Get e Ok osamin seeds f rom t he Red River Seed 
Library. (Court esy of  t he M et anoia Farmers'  Cooperat i ve) Phot o: Shel l i ng beans (f l i ck r.com/ phot os/ deadhorse)

direct ion. We did end up 

adopt ing a seed 

classif icat ion system , and 

we m ade dist r ibut ion 

goals based on these. We 

now ask that  donated 

seeds be open-pollinated 

and organic i f  possib le, 

but  we rely on users to 

regulate their  own 

donat ions. For m ore 

in form at ion about  our 

rat ing system , check out  

( link), and for m ore about  

donat ions and related 

policies, check ( link).

4. All libraries researched had 

a strong web presence. For 

exam ple, the Universit y of  

San Francisco Seed 

Library has a sub-page on 

the school library?s 

website, a b log, and a 

twit ter  account , We now 

have an on line seed 

catalog, 

librarything.com / catalog/  

uwsaseedlibrary, and we 

are working to advert ise 

the library on the UWSA 

website and the EcoPI A 

Facebook page.

5. The Red River Seed Library 

focuses on preserving a small 

number of rare seed varieties 

each season, and they have 

high expectations for their 

seeds? growers. One of  our 

m ajor inspirat ions for 

start ing our library was 

the work of  the Red River 
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Ask  a Seed Saver

What is the difference between a seed bank and a seed  library?
Many people are fam iliar  w ith high- tech, m ult i-m illion dollar  seed banks like the Svalbard 

Seed Vault  in  Norway. I f  inst i tut ions like this are protect ing our seeds f rom  ext inct ion, then 

why do we need local seed saving in it iat ives in  the f irst  p lace? While seed banks certain ly p lay 

an im portant  role in  protect ing p lant  genet ic m ater ial, they approach seed saving dif ferent ly 

than seed librar ies. Rather than rely ing on t ight ly cont rolled storage condit ions f ree f rom  

hum an in terference, seed librar ies harness the power of  people to ensure that  seeds rem ain 

viab le. Seed library supporters believe the best  way for seeds to adapt  to local condit ions and 

survive for future generat ions is to grow them  in  hom e gardens and sm all farm s. Seed librar ies 

help m aintain  the ' li f e'  of  a seed while em powering growers to part icipate in  the creat ion of  

vibrant  food system s. 

Phot o: Svalbard Seed Vaul t  (common.wik imedia.org)

Seed Library at  Canadian 

Mennonite Universit y. We 

wanted students and 

com m unity m em bers who 

lived downtown to be able 

to access her itage seeds 

without  having to take a 

long bus or b ike r ide 

across the cit y. We?ve 

since found that  the 

librar ies also have slight ly 

dif ferent  aim s; while the 

Red River Seed Library 

works incredib ly hard to 

ensure t rue seeds are 

produced for select  

her itage var iet ies, the 

UWSA Seed Library is 

working to em power new 

seed savers, m eaning we 

expect  lower return rates 

and thus are dealing in  

less valuable seed.  This 

m eans that  both librar ies 

can co-exist  and thr ive in  

our sm all cit y.

     The best  part  of  this 

ear ly research was 

discover ing all t he 

grassroots seed librar ies 

com m it ted to m aking 

seeds accessib le to their  

users. We are proud to be 

part  of  a wider seed 

saving m ovem ent , and we 

expect  i t  w i ll cont inue to 

grow and m ature as m ore 

librar ies are established.

Other Seed 
Libraries (cont.)

Phot o: The Uni versi t y of  San Franci sco seed l i b rary i s housed i n  t he main l i b rary. (f l i ck r.com/  
phot os/ davidsi lver)
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Phot o: Horse chest nut  seeds. (imageaf t er.com)

    Seedy Saturdays are a 

growing t radit ion within  

the seed saving 

m ovem ent . On these late 

win ter Saturdays, 

gardening groups across 

the count ry host  

large-scale, public seed 

swaps to prom ote seed 

saving and knowledge 

shar ing. The UWSA Seed 

Library m ade it s debut  at  

Winn ipeg Seedy Saturday 

on February 13, 2016. 

Charlie Crow and Maureen 

Winnipeg Seedy 
Saturday

UWSA Seed Library founders Charlie Crow and Maureen 

Hanlon show of f  their  f irst  seeds collected on Seedy Saturday. 

(Photo courtesy of  Maureen Hanlon)

Hanlon served as 

volunteers at  the 

chi ldren?s act ivit y booth 

and brought  brochures to 

reach out  to local seed 

savers about  the 

upcom ing plans for the 

library. They were also 

able to collect  a num ber 

of  her itage seed var iet ies 

f rom  the swap tab le, m eet  

with organizers of  the Red 

River Seed Library, and 

at tend a seed saving 

workshop. We?re excited 

to be able to dist r ibute 

seeds at  this event  in  the 

future!
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Seed Saving: 
The Basi cs

    The f irst  thing you 

should f ind out  i f  you 

want  to save a p lant?s 

seeds is the p lant?s 

m ethod of  pollinat ion. 

This tells you how the 

pollen, contain ing the 

m ale gam etes of  the 

p lant , m akes it s way to 

the fem ale reproduct ive 

organs. Plants in  our seed 

library are either self -  

pollinated, insect -  

pollinated, or wind-  

pollinated. 

    I n  self -pollinated 

p lants, the m ale and 

fem ale reproduct ive 

organs will usually 

pollinate them selves 

within  the sam e f lower. 

This m eans very li t t le work 

for the seed saver because 

pollinated or 

insect -pollinated p lant , i t  

w i ll be im portant  to isolate 

the p lant  and ensure that  i t  

is pollinated with pollen 

f rom  a p lant  of  the sam e 

type as the parent  p lant . 

    Plants that  can 

cross-pollinate require 

isolat ion, or a m ethod of  

keeping them  separate 

f rom  other p lants you 

don?t  want  crossing with 

yours. I n  rural areas, 

distance is adequate for 

isolat ion. However, in  an 

urban set t ing, m ost  p lants 

require too great  an 

isolat ion distance for this 

to be pract ical. Thus, urban 

seed savers use other 

m ethods of  isolat ion. 

I nsect  pollinated p lants 

can be isolated by bagging 

or taping their  b lossom s 

Seed saving can  be 

in t im idat ing. Som e plants 

produce t rue seed  without  

any ef fort  on the part  of  

the gardener. (True seeds 

will grow a p lant  that  

roughly m atches the 

parent  p lant / p lants.) 

Other p lants require 

several seasons of  

concent rated ef fort   for  

any seed payof f . Here, we 

explain  som e basic seed 

saving techniques and  

take a closer look at  the 

Seed Library 's dif f icult y 

rat ings.

and hand-pollinat ing. This 

also ensures that  your 

p lant  will produce f ruit .  

Wind pollinated p lants 

m ust  be caged in  a f ine 

m esh with a num ber of  

individuals you would like 

to cross pollinate. 

    Once you are sure your 

p lant  will produce t rue 

seed, you need to grow out  

your p lant  for seed saving. 

Som e plants require you to 

grow the f ruit  for  longer 

than you m ight  for 

personal consum pt ion; for 

instance, a zucchin i should 

be very large and tough 

before you harvest  i t  for  

seed. One challenge for the 

seed saver is choosing 

when to harvest  f ruit s and 

when to let  them  grow for 

seed. St r ing beans are a 

good exam ple. As a 

Pollination

t here is no danger of  cross 

pollinat ion; the seeds 

collected will produce a 

p lant  ident ical to the 

parent  p lant . 

    I nsect -pollinated and 

wind-pollinated p lants 

can cross-pollinate; that  

is, pollen f rom  a p lant  

other than the one you are 

growing can im pregnate 

your own plant . This is 

undesirable, as you want  

to collect  seeds that  will 

grow a p lant  ident ical to 

the parent  p lant . I f  you 

are growing a wind-  

Back ground: pub l i cdomainpi ct ures.net  Top Lef t :  f l i ck r.com/ phot os/ f ol i oroad Top Righ t : 
f l i ck r.com/ phot os/ avlxyz  

Isolation
Harvesting Fruit

Phot o: Carrot s produce t al l , wh i t e f lowers when t hey go t o seed.  (Court esy of  M et anoia 
Farmers'  Cooperat i ve)

Tom ato p lants are not  

insect -pollinated, but  they 

self -pollinate when vibrated.

This tom ato m ay look overr ipe 

for eat ing, but  i t  is at  the 

perfect  stage for seed saving.
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gardener, you want  to 

p ick tender, slim  beans as 

soon as they are ready so 

your p lant  will cont inue to 

grow m ore beans; 

however, as a seed saver, 

you need to leave a few 

beans on the vine to 

m ature, which m ight  

decrease your product ion. 

For this reason, we 

recom m end our library 

users either choose one 

plant  to save seeds f rom  

while reserving the rest  

for  food product ion, or 

they can sim ply save 

seeds at  the very end of  

the season. 

    

    When you have 

harvested and aged your 

f ruit  as necessary, i t  is 

t im e to save your seeds. 

Dry seed saving, as the 

nam e im plies, m eans that  

you on ly need to dry out  

the seeds inside the f ruit  

in  order to store the seed 

for the next  season. Som e 

seeds that  are dry require 

threshing (rem oving f rom  

Saving Seeds for 
Storage

a pod or hull)  or  

winnowing (rem oving 

chaf f  and other debr is 

f rom  seeds). We do not  

require library users to 

clean seeds to indust ry 

standards.

    Wet  seed saving is the 

process of  saving seeds 

that  com e out  of  the f ruit  

wet , like tom ato or m elon 

seeds. To save wet  seeds, 

f irst  rem ove the seeds and 

the pulp and loosen the 

m ixture gent ly with your 

f ingers. Pour this pulp and 

seed m ixture in to a bowl 

or jar  w ith roughly the 

sam e am ount  of  water. 

Allow the seeds to sit  for  

24-48 hours. The m ixture 

m ay bubble or even m old 

slight ly; this is desirab le. 

This ferm entat ion process 

m im ics digest ive 

processes that  your seeds 

evolved to endure, and 

will m ake your 

germ inat ion rate m uch 

higher than if  you just  

dr ied these seeds. By the 

end of  the ferm entat ion, 

the good seeds will have 

sunk to the bot tom  of  

your jar  (see background 

photo). Sim ply pour of f  

the pulp and bad seed and 

dry your clean, ferm ented 

seed for storage. 

Phot o: Ferment i ng t omat o seeds. (f l i ck r.com/ phot os/ ch iot srun)

Harvesting Fruit 
(cont.)

Phot o: UWSA Seed Library 's port ab le st orage. (Court esy of  M aureen Hanlon)

These seeds require 

overwinter ing and m ay 

entai l m easures to prevent  

cross-pollinat ion the 

following spr ing, eg. 

carrots .

Hard
These seeds require som e 

ef fort  on the part  of  the 

seed saver to avoid cross 

pollinat ion, but  the seeds 

are ready for storage by 

fall of  the season they 

were p lanted, eg. 

cucum bers.

Moderate

These seeds are either a) 

self -pollinated, eg. peas, 

or b) we feel cross 

pollinat ion will not  result  

in  undesirable seeds, eg. 

basi l.

Easy

We understand that  all t his in form at ion can be overwhelm ing for the 

beginn ing seed saver. One of  the benef it s of  a seed library is that  i t  br ings 

together veteran seed savers and those who are just  start ing to share seed 

saving knowledge. For those start ing a seed library without  m uch know-how, 

we recom m end at tending a seed saving workshop to learn f rom  exper ienced 

seed savers f irst -hand. For our users, we have sim plif ied the process by 

classif y ing all seeds as easy, m oderate, or hard. Rem em ber that  this is sim ply 

a classif icat ion of  seed saving dif f icult y and is not  indicat ive of  how easy i t  

m ight  be to grow out  the p lants them selves. 
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    Though Seedy Saturday 

collect ion was successful 

in  the quant it y and 

var iety of  seeds we 

collected, the Seed 

Library also wanted to 

give students and 

downtown com m unity 

seed savers an 

opportun it y to m eet  and 

share stor ies. Thus was 

born the f irst  spr ing Seed 

Savers'  Luncheon!

    On March 5th, six seed 

savers gathered to en joy 

sam osas and learn about  

the library. Charlie Crow 

gave a short  presentat ion 

about  the library?s 

foundat ions, and then 

seed savers had an 

opportun it y to chat  

about  their  seeds and 

their  reasons for 

Seed Library 
Luncheon

at tending. This was also 

the f irst  day the library 

was open for business, 

and several seed savers 

both donated and 

borrowed seeds. We were 

lucky to be visited by the 

host  of  Rogue Pr im ate, a 

CKUW (the Universit y of  

Winn ipeg radio stat ion) 

show that  tells stor ies 

about  Winn ipeggers 

working on sustainable 

innovat ions. The seed 

library was featured in  a 

segm ent  about  urban 

seed savers and seed 

saving in  a larger context . 

The ent ire show is 

availab le here.  

    We en joyed the 

com raderie and 

atm osphere of  this 

cam pus seed swap event , 

and we hope that  i t  w i ll 

grow in  popular it y as the 

library becom es m ore 

visib le on cam pus.

Top: Donors share snacks 

and seeds.

Bot tom : Seed Library 

co- founder Charlie Crow   

talks about  goals for the 

library.

(Both photos courtesy of  

Maureen Hanlon)

 Back ground Phot o: Var i et i es of  corn. (commons.wik imedia.org)

" When you become responsib le 
f or seeds, you're nurt ur i ng l i f e."  

- From Rogue Primate

15 16
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 Seed Spot l i gh t : 
Frost  Grapes

The Seed Library also 
m ade an appearance at  
Grass Routes, the 
Universit y 's sustainabili t y 
awareness fest ival. 
EcoPI A hosted a ser ies of  
garden workshops ear ly in  
the week, and the seed 
library was open for 
lending alongside 
com post ing 
dem onst rat ions and a 
cam pus garden in it iat ive. 
The library also featured 
in  the "Living Lab," a ser ies 
of  student  presentat ions 
about  up-and-com ing 
cam pus sustainabili t y 
projects.

Type: Grape

Variet y:  Frost

Di f f i cul t y:  Easy (Note: 

Wild grapes are 

insect -pollinated, with 

p lants being on ly m ale or 

fem ale. However, we have 

designated them  as "easy" 

because there is on ly the 

one type of  wild grape 

growing in  Winn ipeg. 

Growers should be aware 

that  half  the seeds 

checked out  will be for 

m ale p lants, ie., they will 

not  produce grapes.)

Source: Collected f rom  

outdoors

Number Donat ed:  25

Comment s f rom Donor:  

My neighbors have these 

huge wild grape vines in  

their  backyard, and this 

past  year they f inally 

cam e over our fence. We 

f igured those ones are 

ours now! The skins are 

sour, but  the insides are 

sweet . We saved a bunch 

of  the seeds last  year in  

hopes that  we can grow 

som e of  our own. 

Phot o: Wi ld  grapes.  f l i ck r.com/ phot os/ ccef lgp
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Our m ost  recent  event  

was three days of  seed 

giveaways dur ing the last  

week of  classes. While 

donat ions were accepted 

(we got  som e n ice French 

tarragon), the focus of  

this event  was reaching 

out  to people who m ay 

not  have otherwise heard 

about  the library. We 

current ly have over 50 

users and we?re looking 

forward to cont inued 

growth in  the com ing 

year!  

Seed Giveaways

Phot o: EcoPI A volunt eer check s out  seeds f rom t he port ab le l i b rary. (Court esy of  t he 
Uni versi t y of  Winnipeg St udent s'  Associat i on)
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     We ask that  all seeds 

donated be open-  

pollinated and organic, i f  

possib le. We cannot  

accept  hybr id or GMO 

seeds. We are pr im ari ly a 

vegetable library, but  we 

accept  donat ions of  

f lowers, f ruit s, and other 

p lants as long as they are 

not  invasive. Donors are 

asked to give their  nam e 

and contact  in form at ion, 

the source of  their  seed, 

and the year that  i t  was 

saved. We encourage 

donors to include any 

growing t ips or 

in terest ing anecdotes 

that  future growers m ight  

f ind helpful or am using.

    Anyone, including 

students, staf f , and 

com m unity m em bers, 

m ay check out  seeds f rom  

the UWSA Seed Library. 

There is no lim it  on the 

num ber of  seeds taken 

out , although we 

Donations encourage borrowers to 

t ry easy seeds if  t hey have 

never saved seeds before. 

Borrowers are asked to 

give their  nam e and 

contact  in form at ion. We 

ask users to t ry to save 

and return twice the 

num ber of  seeds they 

check out , but  we 

understand that  for m any 

growers, this m ay not  

happen; there are no 

repercussions for not  

return ing seeds, and we 

hope that  growers feel 

em powered to return the 

next  year and t ry again .

    The UWSA Seed Library 

seeks to have cont inuous 

lending and return of  

seeds.That  said, every 

t ype of  seed has a 

t im eline for discard to 

ensure we are not  

dist r ibut ing seeds that  are 

no longer viab le. We 

pr ior i t ize dist r ibut ing 

seeds that  are in  their  last  

year of  viab i li t y.

 

Long-Term 
Storage

Borrowing

Summary of  Pol i ci es
 The UWSA Seed Library 

relies on the excellent  work 

of  our  volunteers to keep it  

runn ing.There is not  yet  any 

form al volunteer t rain ing, 

but  we did of fer spot  

t rain ing for our Grass 

Routes event  and seed 

giveaways. Volunteers are 

able to help catalogue new 

seeds, part icipate in  public 

out reach at  events, and 

help in  the garden. I f  you 

are in terested in  

volunteer ing with the seed 

library, p lease contact  us at  

ecopia@theuwsa.ca 

Volunteerism

Phot o: EcoPI A volunt eer Ni k  Fr i esen- Hughes f olds up t he port ab le l i b rary af t er a successf ul  
seed gi veaway. (Court esy of  M aureen Hanlon)Phot o: Seed pack et  f rom t he UWSA Seed Library. (Court esy of  M aureen Hanlon)

" The Uni versi t y of  Winnipeg i s an i deal  locat i on f or a 
seed l i b rary, wi t h  a dense urban populat i on and 

pub l i c space f or communi t i es t o gat her and people t o 
meet . We j ust  need t o provide t he basi s."    

- EcoPI A Volunt eer Ni k  Fr i esen- Hughes
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    The UWSA Seed Library 

has to t rack seeds 

donated, borrowed, and 

collected, as well as user 

act ivit y. Figur ing out  how 

to do this ef fect ively was 

one of  the m ost  

challenging parts of  

establishing the library, 

and we are st i ll sm oothing 

out  the wrinkles. We 

would like to thank 

Universit y of  Winn ipeg 

librar ian Michael Dudley 

for his assistance dur ing 

this process.

 

    Using LibraryThing 

(here), an on line 

cataloguing p lat form , we 

were able to create a 

searchable database of  

availab le seeds. I t  is 

organized as i f  each seed 

var iety were a book, with 

all envelopes of  that  seed 

const itut ing a copy of  the 

book. We can now t rack 

who f irst  donated the 

seeds, how m any seeds 

we?ve dist r ibuted, and 

how m any are availab le at  

any given t im e.

Online Catalogue

labelled with the t ype of  

seed, var iety, num ber of  

seeds, dif f icult y, and the 

year i t  was packaged. 

They are organized by 

t ype and var iety in  the 

library, which has a sm all 

diagram  showing where 

each type is located.

    Users are issued a form  

that  t racks both seeds 

donated and seeds 

returned. They also get  a 

num ber that  is listed in  

other databases that  are 

public, like the on line 

catalogue. 

    Once we had obtained 

the bulk of  the year 's 

seeds, we created a visual 

catalogue to use for 

events. This has large, eye 

catching p ictures and 

br ief  descr ipt ions of  each 

plant .

 

    The seeds are counted 

in to envelopes, each 

contain ing the num ber of  

seeds that  would t ypically 

be grown in  a sm all 

garden. Each envelope is 

Above: The on line catalogue is searchable and easy to navigate. 

Right : The visual catalog  gives a full descr ipt ion of  each var iety. 

(Photo courtesy of  Maureen Hanlon) 

Visual  Catalogue

Seeds
Users

Library Organi zat i on

Phot o: Seeding cucumbers, part  of  t he wet  seed saving process. (f l i ck r.com/ phot os/ shut t erbean)
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St i l l  t o Come

Phot o: Transplant i ng t omat oes. (f l i ck r.com/ phot os/ nst op)
Phot o: Carrot s are a b iennial . Greens should  be t r immed t o t wo i nches bef ore wint er st orage. 

(f l i ck r.com/ phot os/ j d i ck ert )

Do I need to know if a plant is an annual, biennial, or perennial to  
save seeds from it?

I n  short , yes. Most  gardeners are aware of  these dist inct ions because they indicate when your 

p lant  will die and need to be replaced. For seed savers, these term s will also tell you when you 

can expect  your p lant  to go to seed. (This m akes sense; m ost  p lants put  a large am ount  of  

energy in to producing seeds, causing the parent  p lant  to die of f .) Annuals go to seed at  the end 

of  the growing season, b ienn ial p lants go to seed the following season, and perennial p lants 

m ight  seed every year, every other year, or in  a large reproduct ion event  at  the end of  their  li f e. 

Bienn ials are classif ied as hard to save by the UWSA Seed Library because they need to be 

successfully overwintered in  our cold clim ate, a hard task indeed!  

Ask  a Seed Saver

    Because of  Winn ipeg?s 

relat ively short  growing 

season, m any seeds that  

are easy to save need to 

be grown indoors for a 

per iod of  several weeks 

before they can be 

p lanted outdoors 

(tom atoes, peppers, etc.). 

We have worked to 

dist r ibute seeds ear ly, 

ensur ing that  library 

users can start  them  in  

t im e, but  m any people 

who use the library do 

not  have the resources to 

start  their  own seeds. 

That  said, we?re excited to 

soon be working with the 

un iversit y?s b iology 

departm ent  for their  

Starts  Giveaway annual start s giveaway. 

We will be working in  

the Centennial 

greenhouse with 

b iology students and 

professor Nancy 

Loadm an to help care 

for the start s dur ing the 

ear ly spr ing, then 

dist r ibut ing them  f ree 

of  charge short ly before 

the growing season. A 

port ion of  the seeds for 

start s will be com ing 

f rom  the library, and 

those start s will be 

given out  with the sam e 

expectat ions as our 

seeds. This is an 

excellent  opportun it y 

for public out reach and 

partnership building.   

 

25 26



    Part  of  our or iginal 

library grant  applicat ion 

included a dem onst rat ion 

garden for pract icing 

dif ferent  seed saving 

techniques. We are glad to 

say that  this port ion of  

the project  is beginn ing to 

take shape. The UWSA has 

of fered the library the use 

of  the raised beds on the 

north side of  McFeetors 

Hall, and we have been 

able to cont ract  Urban 

Eat in? Landscapes to help 

with sum m er 

m aintenance. Student  

volunteers will also assist  

w ith the garden over the 

sum m er as needed. Ear ly 

ideas around the garden 

include a squash 

pollinat ion workshop and 

a nat ive p lants p lant - in . 

We are thankful for  the 

m any people who are 

help ing to m ake this part  

of  the project  a reali t y!  

Seed Savers' 
Garden

Phot o: An Urban Eat i n '  project  of  sim i lar si ze at  t he Gordon King Church . (Court esy of  Urban 
Eat i n '  Work ers'  Cooperat i ve) Phot o: Aut umn leaves. (commons.wik imedia.org)

    Of  course, things will 

really p ick up again  for 

the library in  the fall 

when seeds start  com ing 

back in  and we have a 

garden to harvest  and 

clean up for the win ter. 

This will also be an 

excellent  t im e to of fer 

seed saving workshops 

with produce f rom  the 

garden. Finally, we are 

hoping to host  a Harvest  

Feast  to celebrate the 

ef fort s of  library users 

and en joy the f ruit s of  

the sum m ers? labor. And 

af ter that? I f  all goes 

according to p lan, we 

start  over again !

Plans for Fall 
and Beyond
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    The seed library would like 

to thank the following 

part ies for their  

cont r ibut ions to the UWSA 

Seed Library. I t  is on ly 

through collaborat ion with 

m any com m it ted individuals 

that  we have been able to 

m ake this happen. 

Charlie Crow

The Universit y of  Winn ipeg 

Geography and 

Environm ental Student?s 

Associat ion

Gaetan Salm on and other 

Univer isty of  WI nn ipeg 

physical p lant  staf f

Alana Lajoie-O?Malley and 

Alex Weib f rom  the 

Universit y of  Winn ipeg 

Sustainabili t y Of f ice

The Universit y of  Winn ipeg 

Students? Associat ion staf f  

and execut ive, especially 

Karolya Vargscarr , Tom  

Brown, Pr iyanka Bains, 

Denae Penner, and Jesse 

Blackm an.

Michael Dudley f rom  the 

Universit y of  Winn ipeg 

library

Professor Alan Diduck and 

the students of  ENV-4614, 

Cam pus Sustainabili t y

Natalie Dyck and the Urban 

Eat in? Landscapes Workers? 

Cooperat ive

Professor Nancy Loadm an 

and other part icipants in  the 

Biology Departm ent  start s 

giveaway

All of  our excellent  

volunteers 
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