
Fall 2026 Physics Kick-off

Land acknowledgement
The University of Winnipeg Physics Department is located on Treaty One Territory and the National 
Homeland of the Red River Métis, in Wiiniibak, Manido Abi. These are the ancestral lands of the 
Anishinaabeg, Anisininew, Ininiwak/Nehethowuk, Oceti Sakowin/Dakota Oyate, and Michif (Métis) 
Peoples. This territory is also a place of significance for the Denesuline and the Inuit, some of 
whom have been living here for generations. We acknowledge that our water is sourced from 
Shoal Lake 40 First Nation (Shoal Lake 39 is also impacted) in Treaty Three Territory, and that most 
of our hydro-electricity comes from Treaty Five Territory in northern Manitoba.



• David MacDougall, Awards Officer from Awards & Financial Aid

• Physics Student Association Introduction (Alex)

• SOSA (Nicole)

• Overview of the Physics program (Evan)

• Research internships

• Applying to graduate schools

• University Physics Competition (Andrew)

• Randy Kobes poster symposium (Andrea)

Outline



Applying for Physics Awards

Make your application as competitive as possible



Award Qualifications

BURSARIES

Minimum 2.0 GPA

Financial Need

Extracurricular 
Activities

AWARDS

Minimum 2.5 GPA

Financial Need

Extracurricular 
Activities

Academic 
Achievement

SCHOLARSHIPS

Minimum 3.0 GPA

Academic 
Achievement

Extracurricular 
Activities



• Step 1- Complete the General 
Application to apply for all competitive 
awards 

• Step 2- Complete the “University 
Scholarships and Department Awards” 
questions

• Step 3- Completed the “Physics 
Department Awards and Scholarships” 
Conditional Application

• Step 4- Complete the Recommended 
Opportunities

The General Application



Finding the Application: uwinnipeg.ca/awards





Pick Your Major

Achieve Good Grades

Get involved on campus

Declare your Indigenous Ancestry 

Write a resume and cover letter

Choose 2-3 people to be your references

Tips for a Strong Application



Answer The Questions Carefully

Do you want to be 
considered for 
financial need based 
awards?

Say Yes! Even if you’re 
not sure you have 
financial need, this 
makes sure you are 
covering all your bases!



• Select the option that best 
describes your living situation

• Select only one option

• Enter “1” for yes or “0” for no

Expense Category



• Enter your monthly and term resources

• Enter amounts in Canadian dollars

• Enter “0” if the question does not apply 
to you

Resources



Personal Statement

Make an awesome Personal Statement:
• What have your extra-curricular/volunteer 

activities taught you and how are they 
contributing to your future?

• What obstacles have you overcome to be here?
• What steps are you taking to reach your 

career/education goals?
• What are your passions?



Submit Your Application



Conditional Applications



Physics Conditional Application



Recommended Opportunities



• After the application closes, you may need to wait up to 6 weeks to learn the results.

• Recipients will receive a notification email to their UWinnipeg email address.

• If you don’t get an email, then we encourage you to update your application for the next 
round of awards. The competition is always changing.

• If the award creates an overall credit on your account, you can request the credit be 
released through our webform. Make sure you keep your address up to date on 
WebAdvisor.

Now You Wait . . .



Key Dates for Awards

• There is a new award application each term



We are happy to meet with students!

We offer regular drop-in hours:
Monday 9:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M.

Tuesday 9:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M.

Wednesday 11:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M.

Thursday 9:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M.

Friday 9:00 A.M. – 3:30 P.M.

Other ways to contact us:

Email: awards@uwinnipeg.ca

Phone: 204-786-9459

Contact Us



• Henry Doidge Memorial Scholarship

• Duckworth Scholarship

• B.G. Hogg Scholarship

• D.C. Hogg Scholarship

• Brian J. Hyslop Memorial Scholarship

• Dr. Donald Kydon Prize

• Donald Kerr Scholarship in Honours Physics

• Kunstatter Family Bursary in Physics

• Dr. Herbert Shubin Memorial Scholarship

• Physics Student Association Award (Winter 2027)

Available Physics Scholarships/Awards



Who’s on the team?

2C21, in the physics department hallway, near Ian Burley’s 
office.

⚬President: Alex Martin
⚬Vice-president: Tyrone Reimer
⚬Treasurer: Marcelo Katayama
⚬Outreach coordinator: Ariana Solomon
⚬Social media coordinator: Quinn Beyak

Why?

Physics Students’ Association (UWPSA)

Where is the student lounge?

⚬Great way to make connections. Collaborating = success!
⚬Keycard access to 2C21, including printing, chalkboards, 

fridge, microwave, etc.
⚬Scholarship eligibility
⚬UWPSA/Physics merchandise
⚬Events, such as our reading week social on Oct. 14, skating, 

study sessions, workshops, etc.



SOSA (The Students of Science Association)



• What can you do with a Physics degree?

• Many continue in top graduate schools

• Many apply their strength in problem-
solving to generate success in industry:

• AGCO, JCA Technologies, Pluto Ventures, 
Ubisoft, NVIDIA, Blue Origin, Boeing, 3M, 
Price Industries, and Cubresa Inc, in roles 
ranging from Computational Fluid Dynamics 
(CFD) Analyst to Aerospace Engineer to Data 
Scientist.

• E.g. Jyota Malcolm, Barnstorm VFX

Physics at The University of Winnipeg

UW Computational Physics BSc, 2017



• Hons. BSc in Physics

• Chemical Physics Hons. BSc

• Computational Physics Hons. BSc

• Mathematical Physics Hons. BSc

• Medical Physics Hons. BSc

• Want to be a physics teacher?
• Minor in Physics is ideal as a teachable minor
• PHYS-1005 Concepts in Science is designed 

for Elementary/Middle years

• Want to be an engineer?
• Pre-engineering fact sheet
• 3-yr BSc (Applied Physics Stream)
• Plan for transfer to engineering, elsewhere 

(we have information and can help)

• Want to go into science and business?
• Business stream

• Want work experience while completing 
your degree?

• Co-op program

• Related programs
• Radiation Therapy

Physics Programs



• Research:
• digital agriculture and robotics
• subatomic physics and materials science
• magnetic resonance imaging in diagnosing disease
• black holes, higher-dimensional cosmology, superstrings, and quantum gravity.

• You can get a summer job doing research at UW.

Physics Research at The University of Winnipeg

Other opportunities throughout the school year:
- Hons. Thesis PHYS-4001
- Exchange programs (Engineering in Germany)
- Co-op program



• NSERC Undergraduate Summer Research Award (USRA) 
• February 2027 

• International Student USRA
• March 15, 2027

• P2GS: Pathways To Graduate Studies. (4-weeks)
• Deadline not yet set. Could be Mar 2027.

• ISSP: Indigenous Summer Students Program. (12 weeks) 
• Deadline not yet set. Could be Mar 2027.

More info:  https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/research/grants/undergraduate-student-research-
funding-opportunities.html

Internal Awards (UW)

MM1



• USRAs at other universities
• Deadlines vary. Contact now.

• Institute for Particle Physics/CERN fellowship
• Deadline not yet set. Could be Nov 2026

• Canadian Institute Nuclear Physics
• Deadline: not yet set. Could be Feb 2027

• TRIUMF
• Deadline: not yet set. Keep watch on their job 

postings now. Could be late 2026 or early 2027.

• DAAD RISE Germany
• Deadline Oct-Nov 2026

• Perimeter Scholars International (PSI) Start
• Deadline not yet set. Could be Dec 2026 or Jan 

2027

• McDonald Institute
• Deadline not yet set. Could be Jan or Feb 2027

• Canadian Institute for Theoretical 
Astrophysics SURF

• Deadline not yet set. Could be Jan 2027

• AAPM (medical physics) 10 week internship
• Deadline not yet set. Could be Oct 2026 – Feb 

2027

• Vector Institute for Artificial Intelligence
• Summer jobs not posted yet

External Awards

Deadlines are approaching.  Start planning now!  For some opportunities, January is too late.

MM1



• Want to get an MSc or a PhD in Physics?  We supervise MSc and PhD students, and 
we’ve completed the process ourselves.  Ask us how!

• Deadlines for grad school applications range from about
December 1 (top schools + NSERC) until May (UManitoba).

• If you are in your final or penultimate year of your degree, start planning now!

Applying to graduate school in Physics



• Make a team of up to 3 students to solve a free-form physics problem 
and write a paper in 48 hours!

• Contest dates: 7PM Fri Nov 6 to 7PM Sun Nov 8

• Contact Dr Frey by Oct 2 to register your team, or earlier for coaching

• Final deadline to register is Oct 29, 2026

University Physics Competition



• Create a poster & present to a series of 
judges (10 min increments)

• Compete for a cash prize (optional)

• Choose a Science Category:
• Social Sciences

• Biological Sciences

• Ecological & Environmental Sciences

• Experimental Physical Sciences

• Math & Theoretical Physical Sciences

• Health Sciences

• Choose a Judging Time Slot (1 hour)

NOVEMBER 18 (Research Week)

21st Randy Kobes 
Undergraduate 

Poster Symposium



• Must have been enrolled at UofW in an 
undergraduate program in 2025-26, OR 
are currently an undergraduate of UofW
in the 2026-27 school year.

• Open to all Science undergraduate 
students who in the 2025-26 academic 
year performed natural science & 
engineering research under the 
supervision of a faculty member.

• Register Online: October 30

• Submit title/abstract & judging time slot: 
November 2

• October 7th (12:30-1:20pm), 3M69
• Email uwpostersymposium@uwinnipeg for Zoom 

invitation

• Guest/Former Judge: Yvette Shang from 
Mitacs

• Helpful tips in creating prize-winning poster & 
presentation; answer all questions

Details & DeadlinesEligibility

WORKSHOP! – OCT 7



QUESTIONS?
Email: uwpostersymposium@uwinnipeg.ca

Visit: https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/randy-kobes-symposium/

See Andrea: Come talk to me! 3L00A




