
The University of Winnipeg 
GEOG/UIC 3430 (3) 001 

Housing and Neighbourhood Planning 
 

Classroom: Virtual  
Time: Tuesday 1:30-4:30pm  
Instructor: Dr. Jino Distasio 
Tel: 204.982-1147    Email: j.distasio@uwinnipeg.ca             
Office: 4CM05 Hours:  By appointment  
 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
The Canadian housing market has experienced booms, busts and rebounds over the last 40 years. For 
Winnipeg, this period has been a dynamic with prices increasing and the rental market changing. On the 
public side of the market, 40 years ago, governments invested heavily in social housing programs and 
incentives aimed at stabilizing inner city and declining neighbourhoods. However, many argue was not 
enough to stave off decades of decline. Government led interventions ranged from basic rent subsidies 
to funding homeowners repair and maintenance programs for older homes in targeted areas to 
stimulate homeownership and stem decline.  Driving the housing market is a diverse cast of characters 
including private sector owners and renters, publicly supported housing agencies, media outlets, and 
multiple segments of the economy that range from moving companies to the big box home repair and 
outfitter stores that crowd suburban malls, eager to welcome new homeowners with easy credit. 
 

1.1 COURSE CALENDAR DESCRIPTION  
This course examines the complexity of shelter environments within the urban landscape. The focus is 
on the North American housing market and draws attention to the history of housing and how 
traditional and non-traditional markets are defined and understood. A focus is placed on the unique 
characteristics of the modern city by examining shelter related manifestations such as homelessness, 
marginal housing forms, shelter induced poverty, suburban decline and inner city issues. Attention is 
placed on the current/historical policy and program responses to dealing with housing related issues at 
the neighbourhood, municipal, provincial and federal level. Course prerequisites: UIC 1001 or GEOG 
1102 
 

1.2 LEARNING OUTCOMES  
This course provides students with a foundational to understand the key issues and procedures involved 
in housing market theory and analysis as it relates to urban geography and planning.  As a result, 
students will derive a better understanding of: 

 Housing theories and policy frameworks; 

 Definitions and categories through which housing and neighbourhood analyses take place; 

 The diversity of ways in which housing and neighbourhood problems are examined; 

 The role of housing policy development at various government levels; 

 Sources of data and techniques used in the analysis of housing markets and policy; and 

 A selection of contemporary issues in housing and neighbourhood studies. 
 

1.3 IMPORTANT DATES 

 Lectures Begin: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 

 Lectures End for Regularly scheduled classes Monday, December 7, 2020  

 Make-up day for Remembrance Day: Tuesday, December 8, 2020  



 Fall Term Reading Week: October 11-17, 2020 

 Final Withdrawal Date: Tuesday, November 17, 2020 

 Exams: Thursday, December 10 - Wednesday December 23, 2020 
 

2.0 ASSIGNMENTS AND TESTS/EXAMS 
The following dates represents the assignments and tests and exam. All assignments, tests and exams 
are to be done individually. The Test and Exam will be through Nexus with students given class time to 
complete. Students are required to complete the test and Exam independently and within the time slot 
provided. 
 

 Sept 15  Monthly 1 Reflection Due (5%) 

 Oct 20  Midterm Test (15%) *Test Online During Slot Time* 

 Oct 13  Monthly 2 Reflection (5%) 

 Nov 17  Market Study (15%) 

 Nov 24  Monthly 3 Reflection (5%) 

 Dec 1  Monthly 4 Reflection (5%) 

 Dec 8  Final Paper Due (25%) 

 Dec TBA Final Exam (25%)  
  

2.1 ASSIGNMENT FORMATTING:  
All written assignments submitted for course credit should be presented in a manner consistent with 
undergraduate level work. Spelling, punctuation and grammar will be graded. For students in doubt, 
please consult a style guide for assistance. All assignments will be submitted electronically through 
Nexus. 
 

2.2 GRADING CRITERIA FOR ASSIGNMENTS:  
Grades for written assignments will be based on: 

 Quality of research/depth of analysis (40%) 

 Style and presentation, including correct spelling, grammar, punctuation, accurate bibliographic 
citation and layout and presentation of material (15%) 

 Logic and organization of material (10%) 

 Meeting the assignment’s objectives (20%) 

 Addressing the required themes (15%) 
 

2.3 COURSE MATERIALS 
There are no required textbooks. Students will be provided with a bibliography of weekly readings. It is 
expected that the majority of reading will be accessible through the University of Winnipeg’s online 
database network (available through the Library homepage). Older journal articles will be available at 
the reserve desk or by retrieval from archives. 
 

3.0  COURSE CONTENT AND ASSIGNMENTS 
This course examines specific topics and, where possible, industry leaders, government officials and 
others will be asked to present material to the class. Topics and lectures will examine the following: 

 The history of housing and the meaning of home 

 Housing market analysis and overview of data collection techniques 

 Housing policy responses to urban revitalization  



 Public Housing and Health  

 Homelessness in Canada  

 Neighbourhood theories and their implication for the housing market 

 The emerging middle class working poor (shelter induced poverty) 

 Suburban decline and the housing market; looking ahead at a potential crisis 

 Marginal shelter forms (SRO hotels and rooming houses as shelter). 
 

Students are expected to obtain readings on their own, especially those electronically stored on 
academic databases, online, or by searching for hard copy in archives etc. It will therefore be critical to 
have access to the University’s database system. 

 
 
General Description for Grades for Papers 
 

The “A” paper Demonstrates command of the information. It is well-researched; presents a clear thesis; uses 
sources effectively; is very well-written; has no significant stylistic or grammatical errors; is 
very well-organized; meets project objectives; is not only competent but includes some 
original insights or elements. 

The “B” paper Demonstrates substantial familiarity with the topic. It is satisfactorily researched with a good 
use of sources and a clear thesis; is well written and presents no serious flaws; organized fairly 
well and makes an obvious effort to meet the objectives; is competent but not highly original.  

The “C” paper Is based on minimal research and is written in a descriptive, rather than analytical style. The 
student meets the objectives of the assignment only indirectly, if at all, and overlooks many 
important themes. While the student is familiar with certain aspects of the topic, the paper is 
only a superficial treatment of the topic. 

The “D” paper Exhibits little understanding of the topic and, due to poor writing skills, the material is 
ineffectively communicated. The paper is disorganized, has a minimal research basis, and 
neglects to address the objectives or the main themes of the assignment. 

The “F” paper Is characterized by little, if any, understanding of the material. The objectives of the 
assignment have not been met. There are numerous errors in spelling and grammar.  

(Adapted from the Teaching at the University of Manitoba Handbook). 

 

4.0 MARK DISTRIBUTION 
 
Letter grades are typically determined using the following numeric groupings as guidelines:  

 
% 90-100 84-89 80-83 76-79 70-75 66-69 55-65 50-54 <50 
GRADE A+ A A- B+ B C+ C D F 

 
NOTE: The numeric boundaries separating letter grades may be adjusted at the request of the 
Departmental Review Committee or Senate.  
 

5.0   WITHDRAWAL DATE   
The final date for voluntary withdrawal from the course without academic penalty is November 17, 
2020. Students should refer to the Undergraduate Academic Calendar for the procedures involved. 
Students are advised to seek an appointment with the course instructor to discuss their individual 
performance in the course prior to the withdrawal date if they are concerned or are considering 
withdrawal. Evaluative feedback shall be given to students before the final date for voluntary 
withdrawal. 



 

5.1 CITING SOURCES  
All submitted work will comply with The Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association 
6th Edition. A good online guide is also available from the Online Writing Lab at Purdue University:  
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ . See also the University of Winnipeg’s Library 
resources: http://library.uwinnipeg.ca/help-with-research/index.html  
 

5.2 SUBMISSIONS OF ASSIGNMENTS AND TESTS  
Submitted materials must be typed or computer-generated, on one side only, double-spaced on white 
paper. Margins should be at least 2.5 cm. (1”) on all sides, allowing room for instructor’s comments). 
Student name and number should be centered on a separate title page at the front of each assignment. 
Electronic submissions will be through NEXUS. 
 
All assignment submissions are considered final: once the assignment is handed in, the instructor will 
not accept revisions or re-submissions. (The only exception to this rule is if a re-submission is required to 
address an “I” [Incomplete] grade in the course).  
 
Strict adherence to the stated/announced assignment deadlines is required. Only in exceptional (i.e., 
medical, compassionate and religious holidays) circumstances will an extension be granted. Students 
must speak to the Instructor and provide a medical note to the instructor. If the work is not submitted 
within 7 calendar days of the new date a grade of F will automatically be recorded (that is, a mark of 
zero). Otherwise, unexplained late submissions will be penalized by 2% for each day late.  
 

6.0  ADDITIONAL ACADEMIC REGULATIONS AND INFORMATION  
 

1. Students should be aware that a permitted or necessary change in mode of delivery may require 
adjustments to important aspects of the course outline, like class schedule and the number, 
nature, and weighting of assignments and/or exams. 

 
2. Students can find answers to frequently ask questions related to remote learning here: 

https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/covid-19/remote-learning-faq.html  
 

3. When it is necessary to cancel a class due to exceptional circumstances, every effort will be 
made to inform students via UWinnipeg email (and/or using the preferred form of 
communication, as designated in this outline). 

 
4. Students have the responsibility to regularly check their UWinnipeg e-mail addresses to ensure 

timely receipt of correspondence from the University and/or their course instructors. 
 

5. Please note that withdrawing before the VW date does not necessarily result in a fee refund.  
 

6. Students should refer to the following for important dates: 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/dates.pdf    

 
7. Regulations, Policies, and Academic Integrity. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves 

with the “Regulations and Policies” found in the University Academic Calendar at: 
https://uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/regulationsandpolicies.pdf. Particular attention 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
http://library.uwinnipeg.ca/help-with-research/index.html
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/covid-19/remote-learning-faq.html
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/dates.pdf


should be given to subsections 8 (“Student Discipline”), 9 (“Senate Appeals”), and 10 (“Grade 
Appeals”).  

 
8. Students should become aware of the importance of maintaining academic integrity, and to the 

potential consequences of engaging in plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic 
misconduct. Even “unintentional” plagiarism, as described in the UW Library video tutorial 
“Avoiding Plagiarism” (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvFdxRU9a8g) is a form of 
academic misconduct. Similarly, uploading essays and other assignments to essay vendor or 
trader sites (file sharing sites that are known providers of essays for use by others who submit 
them to instructors as their own work) is a form of misconduct, as it involves “aiding and 
abetting” plagiarism. More detailed information can be found here: 
Academic Misconduct Policy and Procedures: https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-
analysis/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-policy.pdf  and 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-
procedures.pdf  

 
9. Respectful Learning Environment. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful 

manner on campus and in the learning environment irrespective of platform being used. 
Behaviour, communication, or acts that are inconsistent with a number of UW policies (e.g. 
Respectful Working and Learning Environment Policy 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/respect/respect-policy.html, Acceptable Use of Information 
Technology Policy https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/acceptable-
use-of-information-technology-policy.pdf) could be considered “non-academic” misconduct.  
More detailed information can be found here: 
Non-Academic Misconduct Policy and Procedures: https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-
analysis/docs/student-non-academic-misconduct-policy.pdf  and 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/student-non-academic-misconduct-
procedures.pdf  

 
10. Copyright and Intellectual Property. Course materials are the property of the instructor who 

developed them. Examples of such materials are course outlines, assignment descriptions, 
lecture notes, test questions, and presentation slides—irrespective of format. Students who 
upload these materials to file sharing sites, or in any other way share these materials with 
others outside the class without prior permission of the instructor/presenter, are in violation of 
copyright law and University policy. Students must also seek prior permission of the 
instructor/presenter before, for example, photographing, recording, or taking screenshots of 
slides, presentations, lectures, and notes on the board. Students found to be in violation of an 
instructor’s intellectual property rights could face serious consequences pursuant to the 
Academic Misconduct or Non-Academic Misconduct Policy. 

 
11. Research Ethics. Students conducting research interviews, focus groups, surveys, or any other 

method of collecting data from any person, including a family member, must obtain research 
ethics approval before commencing data collection. Exceptions are research activities done in 
class as a learning exercise. For submission requirements and deadlines, see 
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/research/human-ethics.html  

12. Privacy. Students should be reminded of their rights in relation to the collecting of personal data 
by the University https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/admissions-privacy-notice.html, especially 
if Zoom is being used for remote teaching https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-privacy-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UvFdxRU9a8g
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-policy.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-policy.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf
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https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/acceptable-use-of-information-technology-policy.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/student-non-academic-misconduct-policy.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/student-non-academic-misconduct-policy.pdf
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/student-non-academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf
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https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/admissions-privacy-notice.html
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-privacy-notice.html


notice.html and testing/proctoring (https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-test-and-exam-
proctoring.html  

 
13. Students may choose not to attend classes or write examinations on holy days of their religion, 

but they must notify their instructors at least two weeks in advance. Instructors will then 
provide opportunity for students to make up work or examinations without penalty. A list of 
religious holidays can be found in the 2020-21 Undergraduate Academic Calendar. 

 
14. Students with documented disabilities, temporary or chronic medical conditions, requiring 

academic accommodations for tests/exams or during lectures/laboratories are encouraged to 
contact Accessibility Services (AS) at 204.786.9771 or https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility-
services/  to discuss appropriate options. All information about a student’s disability or medical 
condition remains confidential. 

 
15. All students, faculty and staff have the right to participate, learn, and work in an environment 

that is free of harassment and discrimination. The UW Respectful Working and Learning 
Environment Policy may be found at https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/respect/  

 

https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-privacy-notice.html
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-test-and-exam-proctoring.html
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-test-and-exam-proctoring.html
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