
GEOG-2417(3)-001 Economic Geography 
(Fall 2020) 

 
Instructor:  Kyle Gibson Contact: k.gibson@uwinnipeg.ca 
Office Hours: By appointment  
 
 
Course Description: 
Economic geography is the subfield of human geography concerned with analyzing the production, 
circulation, and consumption of commodities at the various geographic scales of the world-economy (i.e. 
local, regional, national, and global). We are all shaped by, and contribute in shaping, these processes in 
various ways -- not just economically, but also politically, culturally and ecologically. Course topics will 
include, but are not limited to, the following: the main features of capitalism as a mode of production; 
uneven geographical development; central economic actors such as transnational corporations, workers, 
and consumers; the role of the state; and nature-society relations.  
 
Course Objectives: 

● Equip students with a set of critical concepts to help make sense of the dynamics of economic 
geography that surround us all 

● Increase students’ understanding of commodification as a nexus of evolving local-to-global (and 
vice versa) economic, political, and cultural relations 

● Improve students’ critical thinking, reading, and writing skills 
  
Evaluation 
Introductory Questionnaire 5% 
Reading responses (x5)      25%                          
Midterm Exam  30%  
Final Exam                             40% 
 
The introductory questionnaire consists of students’ responses to a set of questions posed by the course 
instructor. The purpose of this assignment is to allow the instructor to learn something about each 
student’s academic background, interests, and the like. The questionnaire will not be graded, and students 
will receive full marks simply by completing it. It will be posted on Nexus during the first week of class, 
and it will be due by Saturday, September 12 at noon. 
 
Weekly reading responses are expected to be approximately 400 - 500 words in total length, and are worth 
5% each of the final grade. These will consist of students’ answers to a set of questions that the course 
instructor will post on Nexus for each reading, typically on the first day of each week (i.e. Sunday). Please 
note that there will be ten weeks of readings, but you are only required to write on FIVE of them. You are 
free to choose, therefore, which five you would like to respond to. The responses should be uploaded to 
the NEXUS course website no later than Friday at noon of the week in question. So, for example, the 
response for Week 2 (September 13 – 19) will be due on Friday, September 18th at 12:00.  
 
The midterm is scheduled for the week of October 25 – 31, and will be in a take-home format. The final 
exam will take place during the exam period (date tba), or will also be in a take-home format. The exam 
questions will all be long-answer, and detailed instructions will be conveyed to you later in the term. If 
the final exam is in-person, no aids of any kind are permitted in the exam, and students may be asked for 
ID. Take-home exams will be submitted via Nexus. 
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Grading Scale: 

A+ = 90% +      B+ = 75-79%      C+ = 65-69%         D = 50-59% 
A = 85-89%           B = 70-74%      C = 60-64%         F = < 50% 
A- = 80-84% 

 
A word on the teaching/learning logic of the course: 
In light of the asynchronous delivery of this course, it is very much student driven. As such, a deep 
engagement with the course text will be indispensable and expected. When doing so, your aim should be 
to grapple with central theoretical concepts in economic geography (ex. uneven geographical 
development), not the memorization of details.  The reading responses offer you the opportunity to 
engage with these ideas on a weekly basis, and the questions I set should provide you with a good sense 
of what issues are of central concern in each reading. The responses will also allow me to offer you 
regular feedback at relatively low stakes (5% per response). Please note, moreover, that you will be 
permitted to resubmit responses if you would like to try for a better grade. In short, this course rewards 
sustained effort and serious engagement with the course content.  
 
Required Reading: 
There is one book required for the course, which is available for purchase at the U of W bookstore: 

- Coe, Kelly, and Yeung (2020). Economic Geography: A Contemporary Introduction 3rd Edition. 
Wiley Blackwell. 

 
Important Dates: 
Fall classes begin: Tuesday, September 8, 2020 
Fall Reading Week: October 11-17, 2020 
Voluntary withdrawal date (without academic penalty): Tuesday, November 17, 2020.   

Voluntarily withdrawing will not necessarily result in any fee refund.  
Last day of classes for Fall term: Monday, December 7, 2020 
Fall-term Final Exam Period: December 10-23; Exam Schedule TBA 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Class Schedule 
 
A. Introduction 
 
Week 1 (September 8 - 12) – Class Overview 

No required reading 
 
B. Conceptual Foundations  
 
Week 2 (September 13 - 19) – Thinking Geographically 

Required reading:   
● Chapter 1 Geography: How do we think spatially? (3-35) 

 
Week 3 (September 20 - 26) – The Central Features of Capitalist Economies 

Required reading: 
● Chapter 2 The Economy: What does it mean? (36-68) 
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Week 4 (September 27 – October 3) – Uneven Geographical Development 
Required reading:  
●  Chapter 3 Dynamics of Capitalism: Why is economic growth so uneven? (69-101) 

 
C. Key Economic Actors 
 
Week 5 (October 4 - 10) – Corporations 

Required readings:  
● Chapter 5 Transnational Corporations: How do they keep it all together? (137-170) 

 
Fall Reading Week (October 11 – 17) 
 
Week 6 (October 18 - 24) – Workers 

Required readings:  
● Chapter 6 Labour: Are migrant workers the new normal? (171-205) 

 
Week 7 (October 25 – 31) – Midterm Exam 

Required reading: 
● None 

 
Week 8 (November 1 - 7) – Consumers 

Required reading: 
● Chapter 7 Consumers: Who decides what we buy? (206-246) 

 
D.  Governing the Economy 
 
Week 9 (November 8 - 14) – The Role of the State 

Required reading: 
● Chapter 9 States: Who runs the economy? (283-313) 

 
Week 10 (November 15 - 21) – Nature-Society Relations 

Required reading:  
● Chapter 11 Environment: Does global climate change everything? (345-380) 

 
E. Social and Cultural Dimensions 
 
Week 11 (November 22 - 28) – Positionalities 

Required reading: 
● Chapter 13 Identities: Are economies gendered and racialized? (420-452) 

 
Week 12 (November 29 – December 5) – Rethinking Economic Geography 

Required reading: 
●  Chapter 14 Alternatives: Can we create diverse economies? (453-488) 
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Academic Misconduct and Offences: 
Academic misconduct and plagiarism are serious offences and will not be tolerated. Penalties will range from 
failure on an assignment or failure in the course, to suspension or expulsion from the university. Plagiarism is a 
form of academic dishonesty in which a student submits another person’s published or unpublished work as their 
own, either in its entirety or in part. Published work includes written, electronic or other forms. Other acts of 
plagiarism include: not giving recognition to the author for phrases, sentences or thoughts, and submitting the same 
work for evaluation in more than one course. For further elaboration on forms of academic misconduct and 
plagiarism, go to the Academic Regulations & Policies section of the University Academic Calendar 2020-2021 
Particular attention should be given to subsections 8 (Student Discipline), 9 (Senate Appeals), and 10 (Grade 
Appeals). Please note, in particular, the subsection of Student Discipline pertaining to plagiarism and other forms of 
cheating.  Detailed information can be found at the following: 
● Academic Misconduct Policy and Procedures: 

https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-policy.pdf and 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf 

● Non-Academic Misconduct Policy and Procedures: 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/student-non-academic-misconduct-policy.pdf and 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/student-non-academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf 

Misuse of Filesharing Sites. Uploading essays and other assignments to essay vendor or trader sites (filesharing 
sites that are known providers of essays for use by others who submit them to instructors as their own work) 
involves “aiding and abetting” plagiarism. Students who do this can be charged with Academic Misconduct.  

Services for Students with Disabilities. Students with documented disabilities, temporary or chronic medical 
conditions, requiring academic accommodations for tests/exams (e.g., private space) or during lectures/laboratories 
(e.g., note-takers) are encouraged to contact Accessibility Services (AS) at 786-9771 or 
accessibilityservices@uwinnipeg.ca  to discuss appropriate options. All information about a student’s disability or 
medical condition remains confidential.  
 
Regulations, Policies, and Academic Integrity. Students are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the 
“Regulations and Policies” found in the University Academic Calendar at: 
https://uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/regulationsandpolicies.pdf. Particular attention should be given to 
subsections 8 (“Student Discipline”), 9 (“Senate Appeals”), and 10 (“Grade Appeals”). Similarly, uploading essays 
and other assignments to essay vendor or trader sites (filesharing sites that are known providers of essays for use by 
others who submit them to instructors as their own work) is a form of misconduct, as it involves “aiding and 
abetting” plagiarism. More detailed information can be found here: 

Academic Misconduct Policy and Procedures: 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-policy.pdf and 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf. 

Respectful Learning Environment. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a respectful manner on 
campus and in the learning environment irrespective of platform being used. Behaviour, communication, or acts 
that are inconsistent with a number of UW policies (e.g. Respectful Working and Learning Environment Policy 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/respect/respect-policy.html, Acceptable Use of Information Technology Policy 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/policies/acceptable-use-of-information-technology-policy.pdf
) could be considered “non-academic” misconduct.  More detailed information can be found here: 

Non-Academic Misconduct Policy and Procedures: 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/student-non-academic-misconduct-policy.pdf and 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/institutional-analysis/docs/student-non-academic-misconduct-procedures.pdf. 
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Tests/Exams on Religious Holidays. Students may choose not to attend classes or write examinations on holy days 
of their religion, but they must notify their instructors at least two weeks in advance. Instructors will then provide 
opportunity for students to make up work or examinations without penalty. A list of religious holidays can be found 
in the 2020-2021 Undergraduate Academic Calendar. 
 
A permitted or necessary change in mode of delivery may require adjustments to important aspects of course 
outlines, like class schedule and the number, nature, and weighting of assignments and/or exams. 

Students can find answers to frequently ask questions related to remote learning here: 
https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/covid-19/remote-learning-faq.html. 

Students have the responsibility to regularly check their UWinnipeg e-mail addresses to ensure timely receipt of 
correspondence from the University and/or their course instructors. 

Please note that withdrawing before the VW date does not necessarily result in a fee refund.  
 
For a list of all important dates see https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/academics/calendar/docs/dates.pdf  

Copyright and Intellectual Property. Course materials are the property of the instructor who developed them. 
Examples of such materials are course outlines, assignment descriptions, lecture notes, test questions, and 
presentation slides—irrespective of format. Students who upload these materials to filesharing sites, or in any other 
way share these materials with others outside the class without prior permission of the instructor/presenter, are in 
violation of copyright law and University policy. Students must also seek prior permission of the 
instructor/presenter before, for example, photographing, recording, or taking screenshots of slides, presentations, 
lectures, and notes on the board. Students found to be in violation of an instructor’s intellectual property rights 
could face serious consequences pursuant to the Academic Misconduct or Non-Academic Misconduct Policy. 
 
Research Ethics. Students conducting research interviews, focus groups, surveys, or any other method of 
collecting data from any person, including a family member, must obtain research ethics approval before 
commencing data collection. Exceptions are research activities done in class as a learning exercise. For submission 
requirements and deadlines, see http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/research/human-ethics.html 
 
Privacy. Students are reminded of their rights in relation to the collecting of personal data by the University 
(https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/admissions-privacy-notice.html), especially if Zoom is being used for remote 
teaching (https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-privacy-notice.html) and testing/proctoring 
(https://www.uwinnipeg.ca/privacy/zoom-test-and-exam-proctoring.html). 
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