
Meet the 2018/2019 Red River Co-op Scholarship in Support of Co-operative Studies Recipients 
 

My name is Genevieve May and I am a recent graduate of the University 
of Winnipeg's 4 year BBA program with a double concentration in Co-
operative Enterprises and Human Resources. Over my years of study, my 
interests and career ambitions evolved to align with the co-operative 
principles; namely after I enrolled in an introductory course on the 
Management of Co-operatives.  
 
The Red River Co-operative scholarship not only motivated me to further 
my understanding of the value of co-ops, it allowed me to excel in my 
program and develop my career. I'm proud to say I am currently 
employed by a co-operative. Speaking on behalf of all post-secondary 
students, financial aid provides a sense of focus and stress-relief in a 
both mentally and financially taxing season of life. Thank you to the Red 

River Co-op Ltd for supporting my academic dreams and for being an economic pillar in the local 
community! 

My name is Michael Elias and I am a 23 year old 4th year business 
student at the University of Winnipeg taking the co-operative 
management major. I am from Winkler Manitoba and moved to 
Winnipeg to attend school. While in school I met my wife, also from 
Winkler, and we lived in Winnipeg for my 3rd year of university while she 
started her career as a massage therapist. Before my 4th year we moved 
back home to Winkler to start a business. 
 
Today I have moved up within Access Credit Union in Winkler to the 
position of Personal Account Manager while pursuing my degree part 
time while my wife focuses on building our business. Being awarded the 
Red River scholarship in 2017 and 2018 has been a huge blessing for my 
wife and me. It has allowed me to finish almost all of my school and 

given us the freedom to pursue our business while affording me the education needed to advance my 
career.  

This scholarship is a huge financial break for students who are learning about a different side of business 
which is the co-operative model and strengthens the program as a whole. 

 
My name is Chris Sones and I'm currently working toward my Bachelor 
of Business Administration with a concentration in Co-operative 
Enterprises. I'm very grateful to have received the Red River Co-op 
Scholarship in Support of Co-operative Studies. This scholarship has 
taken some of the financial burden off of my shoulders which has 
allowed me to concentrate more on my studies. I'm also glad that this 
scholarship was geared towards students with an interest in studying co-
operatives, because I genuinely believe that co-operatives help improve 
our communities and our world.  


