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Talk  o f  cor rup t ion  in  any  one f ie ld  i s  (o f ten? a lways?)
paras i t i c  on  a  number  o f  o ther  we l l -es tab l i shed d iscourses :

po l i t i ca l  cor rup t ion ,  mora l  cor rup t ion ,  phys io log ica l
b reakdowns,  and more .  In  th is  lec tu re  we w i l l  exp lo re  the

ways  in  wh ich  accusat ions  o f  any  one k ind  o f  cor rup t ion  seem
so qu ick ly  to  en ta i l  o r  in te r tw ine  w i th  o ther  k inds .  Through a
c lose  read ing  o f  anc ien t  ideas  on  the  ( then-open)  ques t ion  o f

whether  o r  how peop le  cou ld  ‘ ca tch ’  d iseases  f rom one
another ,  we w i l l  see  how bod i ly  cor rup t ion  was o f ten  t rea ted
as  deep ly  contag ious  across  d i f fe ren t  d iscourses :  f rom the

mora l  to  the  med ica l ,  and the  med ica l  to  the  po l i t i ca l .


