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List of 25 Things That Make the Faculty of Arts AWESOME
Yesterday, I did a similar presentation about the Faculty of Arts to a first group of students, and I thought I was a little lame.  So I decided to do something awesome today.  Because the Faculty of Arts is awesome.
Here’s a list of 25 things that make the Faculty of Arts Awesome.

25.  Last year, our faculty members, for the purposes of their research, travelled to all continents but one, from South Africa to Scandinavia, from Alberta to Asia, from New York to London.  Awesome.
24.  Our students get to travel too—for credit. We send Classics students on an archaeological dig in Greece.  Religion and Culture students have gone to Bordeaux, to Shanghai, to Kyoto.  Awesome.
23.  The faculty of Arts has 15 departments.  Half of our department Chairs have first names that begin with the letter J.  Awesome.

22.  We teach French, German, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic, Latin, Greek, Ojibwe, Cree.  Oh, and English. Gee, I wish I didn’t speak all these languages, said no one ever. Take a language course. They’re awesome.

21.  You like snacks? One of our History professors, Dr. Janis Thiessen, studies the history of snack food. She has a twitter account. Here’s one of her recent tweets:

My mom loved ‪#pistachio salad! I didn't. I miss the rubbery jello cubes at the Paddlewheel. ‪#retro 

It doesn’t get more Awesome than that.

20. Oh yes it does.  Number 20.  I have a twitter feed.  Take selfie.

19. The Department of Urban and Inner-City Studies is sort of a mini Faculty of Arts located on Selkirk Avenue, addressing the needs of students who wouldn’t normally come to university.  Awesome.
18. Your professor knows your name.  Most of the time, this is awesome.

17.  Arts isn’t about drawing pictures, but you can take courses in the history of art.  Awesome.

16. The Department of Theatre and Film has a course on swordplay. Ouch, but nonetheless, awesome.
15.  Our former graduates? All awesome.  A couple of years ago, a graduate of the Department of Criminal Justice was one of the first students accepted in that year’s cohort of Harvard Law School.  Awesome.
14.  You have an iPhone?  Go to the app store and get the free app called Vice Verba to help you with your Latin verbs. Because who doesn’t need help with Latin verbs? Am I right? The app was developed by the Chair of the Department of Classics, Dr. Pauline Ripat.  Awesome.

13.  If you take an Intro Psychology course, you could become a subject in someone’s research project.  Awesome.
12.  The Faculty of Arts is the largest faculty on campus.  Almost larger than all the other faculties combined.  Awesome.

11.  Philosophy 3509 section 1.  19th-century philosophy: Hegel.  If you’re ready for this course on Monday mornings, you’re awesome.

10.  You like fairy tales? Dr. Pauline Greenhill, in the Department of Women’s and Gender Studies, is a world expert on them.  Take a course with her.  She’s awesome.
9.  A 4-year major in Political Science with a minor in Linguistics.  Pure awesome.
8.  This green USB stick with the Faculty of Arts logo on it.  Awesome.

7.  2 lbs of potatoes, milk, a dozen eggs, bacon.  Oops, that must be from some other list.  But still, awesome.

6.  Master’s degrees in Cultural Studies, in Indigenous Governance, Joint Master’s programs (with the UM) in History, in Public Administration, in Religions Studies.  Awesome.
5.  There’s a course in Sociology called Sociology of Deviance.  And there are still seats available! Awesome.
4.  The Faculty of Arts Excellence in Teaching Award.  Nominating one of your awesome professors would be awesome!
3.  This blue pen with the Faculty of Arts logo.  Awesome.  

2.  We teach students to read, write and speak effectively—we teach communication skills.  According to Workopolis, the largest employment website in Canada, run not by poets and philosophers, but by employers… According to Workopolis, what skills are the most sought-after by employers: communication skills.  Awesome.

1.  And the # 1 awesome thing about the Faculty of Arts is… Because all UW students have to take Arts courses as part of their degree requirements, you’re all in the Faculty of Arts!  Awesome.
