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Master of Arts in Criminal Justice 

   

Options 
• MA Courses and Thesis   
• MA Courses and Project 

 
• Length:  Full time 24 months  Part Time 48 months  

• Credit Hours:  27 

OVERVIEW 

The 24 month program provides opportunities for graduate training in theory, methods and 
research, as well as options to learn in research field placements related to potential future 
domains of employment such as policing, corrections, social services and policy development. 
The program may be completed part time or full time and students may pursue a course and 
project-based or course and thesis-based program of study.  Because of its flexibility and options 
for practical and applied studies, the Master of Arts in Criminal Justice will appeal to both in-
service professionals as well as traditional students pursuing advanced studies in the social 
sciences.   

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

a) strong understanding of contemporary criminal justice theories; 

b) strong grasp of research methodology, study design and application; 

c) knowledge of critical and historical perspectives on the criminal justice system, its agents and 
its strengths and limitations in assisting the socially disadvantaged; 

d) ability to understand the application of evidence-based practice, and; 

e) capacity for policy development. 

f) Students completing the course and thesis-based program will achieve competency in graduate 
level theory, methods and research sufficient to qualify for further doctoral study.   

g) Students completing the course and project-based option will develop thinking, writing, policy 
development and research skills suitable for a mid-level planning/research officer position in 
government or the non-profit sector. 
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COURSES 

CJ 7101(3 credit hours) Seminar in Criminal Justice* 
CJ 7105(3 credit hours) Youth & Criminal Justice System 
CJ 7116(3 credit hours) Program & Policy Evaluation 
CJ 7117(3 credit hours) Seminar in Research Design* 
CJ 7130(3 credit hours) Constitutional Issues in Criminal Law* 
CJ 7140(3 credit hours) Seminar in Criminal Justice Policy* 
CJ 7300(3 credit hours) Seminar in Critical Criminal Justice Theory 
CJ 7800(6 credit hours) CJ Research Field Placement 
*Required 
 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS  
 
To qualify for admission to the Master of Arts in Criminal Justice, students will preferably hold a 
recognized Honours degree in Criminal Justice or Criminology with a minimum overall GPA of 
3.0 or higher.  Students with a four year social science degree, strong backgrounds in theory and 
methods and a minimum GPA of 3.0 or higher will also be considered. 
 
Students without a strong background in criminology or criminal justice may be asked to take 
additional courses at the third or fourth year level or complete a qualifying year.   
 
Individuals with five or more years of experience at the line level (police officer, probation 
officer) in the justice field may be given credit for CJ-3800/6 field placement, although this will 
only be put towards qualifying year courses. There may be other professional experiences that 
can be considered. 
 
ADMISSION 
 

• Application is available on-line. 
 

• Applications open on November 1st.   
 

• Only complete applications (including letters of reference) for full time students received 
by February 1st will be considered for funding. 
 

• Please note that the University of Winnipeg forwards the requests for letters to your 
referees only once your application is complete.  Please ensure that your referees have 
sufficient time (1 to 2 months notice) to have forwarded their letters by February 1st, if 
you wish to be considered for funding. 

 
• Full time or Part-time admissions start course work in September of each year. 
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• Applicants are strongly urged to familiarize themselves with the research specialties of 
the faculty in the Criminal Justice department. Applicants should ensure their proposed 
research topics align with these research specialities.  

 
 

FEES*   (PER YEAR)  
 

Domestic Students International Students Continuance Fee 
 

Full Time  $6,140.46 Full Time  $12,692.10 
 

 
$ 3,064.29 for all 
students Part Time   $3,070.23 Part Time  $6,346.05 

 
* Fees subject to change 
 
Continuance fees are charged to students who do not finish their programs within specified time 
limits. 
 
For more information on fees, please consult http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/graduate-
studies/fees/index.html  
 
FUNDING 
 
Applications with references received by February 1st, 2018 qualify for funding.  Information on 
awards and how to apply is outlined at: http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/graduate-studies/scholarships-
and-awards/internal-awards.html  
 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
 
Please contact Graduate Program Chair Dr. Michael Weinrath at m.weinrath@uwinnipeg.ca or 
204-786-9100.  


