
The University of Winnipeg
Spring Convocation
June 3, 2007

Let light and truth flourish
Lux et veritas floreant
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The Coat of Arms of The University of Winnipeg was officially adopted by the governing 

bodies of the University during the academic session of 1972–73.

The elements found within the Coat of Arms have been associated over the years with both 

Manitoba and Wesley Colleges, the ancestors of United College. The bunch of grapes in the 

lower portion of the inner shield derives from the Coat of Arms of Manitoba College. The 

grape symbol has its origin in the College seal adopted in the charter of 1871. The cross, the 

lamp, and the open book derive from the Coat of Arms of Wesley College, designed in 1897 

by Dr. J.H. Riddell. The cross, the symbol of sacrificial service in the interest of humanity, 

was the basis for his design and upon it he placed a shield, the symbol of protection. The 

lamp, the symbol of light, also represents learning, to which the Colleges have been devoted 

for over a century in the Province of Manitoba. The open book, representing instruction in 

the way of life and the bringing of understanding to the student, symbolizes knowledge in 

a general sense, although it may carry overtones of the Holy Scriptures in a more limited 

interpretation.

The motto, placed upon a scroll below, is the United College motto, here retained: Lux et 

Veritas Floreant (Let Light and Truth Flourish). The words catch the central import of the 

lamp (light) and the open book (truth), and express the hope that both may flourish (as the 

grape) in a Christian land (the cross).

The University of Winnipeg 
Coat of Arms



The banner, prominently displaying the Coat of Arms, was unveiled in 1988. The volunteer 
effort of Pat Corner, Fran Farquhar, Susan Ferguson, and Sonya C. Wright took more than 
1000 hours. Over 400 metres of thread and 30 metres of wool material went into the project 
which uses such traditional techniques as quilting, embroidery, and crewel.

The Banner

Academic dress originated in medieval times to provide warmth in the damp halls of learning. 
In its present form it includes a gown, hood (worn over the shoulders), and a cap or  
mortarboard. All universities have distinctive dress for each degree offered which explains 
the variety seen in the academic procession.

University of Winnipeg academic dress conforms to the North American Intercollegiate 
Code. All graduates wear a black gown which varies according to the degree conferred.  
The bachelor’s gown is worn closed in front and is distinguished by its pointed sleeves.  
The master’s gown is designed to be worn either open or closed in front and has closed 
sleeves with an opening to free the hands. The front portion of the sleeve below the opening 
has a long semi-circular cut-out. Doctorate gowns also may be worn open or closed.  
They are faced with velvet.

The edging colour on the hood indicates the faculty in which a degree is conferred: 
Theology—red; Science—gold; Education—blue; Arts—white. The width of the edging is 
determined by the degree: three inches for doctors; two inches for masters and bachelors. 
Hoods are lined in red with a white chevron.

Honorary doctors’ gowns are red in colour and are faced with white velvet. They are worn 
with red Tudor bonnets. The hood colour signifies the honorary degree: white for Laws; 
golden yellow for Science; admiralty blue for Letters; purple for Divinity. Hoods are lined in 
red and white, The University of Winnipeg colours. Fellows wear a gown of blue with nei-
ther hat nor hood. Members of the University’s senior administration wear gowns of varying 
colours. They do not wear hoods.

Academic Dress
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