THE UNIVERSITY OF 40Years as a Universit
WI NNIPEG 136 Years of Excellg;we

I Tl Wesley Colege 1888
1967-2007

MEDIA ADVISORY

March 21, 2007
For Immediate Release

Aboriginal Housing in Winnipeg:
Facing the Challenges, Meeting the Needs

WINNIPEG- The Manitoba Urban Native Housing Association (MUNHA) and The University of
Winnipeg’s Institute of Urban Studies are hosting two community forums on Aboriginal housing in the
City of Winnipeg. The focus of the forums is to identify the needs and challenges facing Winnipeg’s
Aboriginal community as it relates to housing. Areas to be explored include home-ownership,
Aboriginal social housing and supportive/transitional housing.

Wednesday, March 21, 2007
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Freight House

200 Isabel — Unit 6

Thursday, March 22, 2007
6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
Thunderbird House

715 Main Street

“The hope is that we can reach out to all possible participants and come up with solutions to the urban
Aboriginal housing crisis in Winnipeg,” said Jino Distasio, Director of the Institute of Urban Studies.

There are currently over 4,000 Aboriginal families and 16,000 Aboriginal children waiting to access
Aboriginal social housing in Manitoba. Aboriginal housing providers cannot keep up with the demand
for housing units. MUNHA requires more social housing units that are Rent-Geared-to-Income (RGI)
for low-income Aboriginal families.

The MUNHA Housing Plan Project’s objective is to identify the housing needs for the MUNHA
membership and the Aboriginal community in the City of Winnipeg, to identify the strategies and
initiatives to address those needs and to work as full and equal participants with is partners and
stakeholders.

The MUNHA Winnipeg Aboriginal Housing Plan is supported by the following government
departments: Urban Aboriginal Strategy (Government of Canada), Winnipeg Homeless and Housing
Initiative (Government of Canada), Aboriginal and Northern Affairs Manitoba (Province of Manitoba),
and The City of Winnipeg.

The Manitoba Urban Native Housing Association is the advocacy arm to 14 non-profit Aboriginal
Housing organizations that provide 1,595 Social Housing Units to the Aboriginal community in



Manitoba’s urban centres.

Located in the heart of downtown, The University of Winnipeg is a compact, diverse, multicultural academic
community committed to access and excellence. Home to more than 9,200 full- and part-time students,
UWinnipeg has been ranked by our graduates in the Top Ten of all Canadian universities when asked about
their ““Entire Educational Experience” (Maclean’s Graduate Survey, June 2006). The Globe & Mail 2006
Report Card gives The University of Winnipeg an overall ‘A’ grade in the areas of quality of education, teaching
quality, class sizes, faculty-student interaction, and the availability of faculty outside classroom hours. Find out
why. Visit www.uwinnipeg.ca
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Ed Tanner, Executive Director, MUNHA
T:204.942.5199 E: edtanner@munha.ca

Maeengan Linklater, Policy Analyst, MUNHA
T: 204.943.1499 E: maeengan@munha.ca

Jino Distasio, Director, Institute of Urban Studies, The University of Winnipeg
T:204.982.1147 C: 204.228.4246 E: j.distasio@uwinnipeg.ca

Ilana Simon, Communications Officer, The University of Winnipeg
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