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DEGREES/PROGRAMS OFFERED        
3-Year BA  
4-Year BA 
Honours BA 
Certificate in Public Policy and Administration 
Minor  
Master of Public Administration (MPA) – see Graduate Studies section 
  
 
INTRODUCTION 
 The study of politics examines power and authority at various levels – global/international, regional, national, and local. 
The academic discipline seeks to explain and understand how power and authority are organized and exercised at these levels. It 
also examines the material and non-material (historical, social, ideological, and ideational) forces that shape global/international, 
regional, national, and local politics. The study of politics is divided into a number of separate though overlapping fields, such as 
global/international politics, political thought, law, public policy and administration,  Canadian politics and comparative politics, urban 
and community politics. 
 The Department offers the 3-Year BA, 4-Year BA, and Honours degrees, as well as a Master of Public Administration 
(PMA) in cooperation with the University of Manitoba. Students pursuing a major an Honours degree may also graduate with a 
Certificate in Public Policy and Administration. Students whose Major lies in a different area will find that courses in Politics 
complement areas in other academic disciplines, such as Economics, History, and Sociology, as well as in other inter-disciplinary 
programs, such as Urban and Inner City Studies, Indigenous Studies, and Women’s and Gender Studies. 
 Politics graduates enter such professional fields as the public service, the legal profession, business administration, 
political organizations, and teaching. In addition, the pursuit of graduate studies in Politics can lead to a university academic career. 

 

REQUIREMENTS FOR A 3-YEAR BA IN POLITICS 
      
ADMISSION REQUIREMENT Students must consult with a member of the Department in planning their course of study. 
 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 90 credit hours 
 
RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT 
 Degree: Minimum 30 credit hours  
 Major: Minimum 18 credit hours 
 
GENERAL DEGREE REQUIREMENT 
 Humanities: 12 credit hours in Humanities 
 Science: 6 credit hours in Science 
 Writing: Minimum 3 credit hours of Academic Writing. 
 Maximum Introductory Courses: Students may use a maximum of 42 credit hours at the 1000 level. Of these, a maximum of 

6 credit hours may be below the 1000 level. 
 Distribution: Minimum five (5) different subjects. 
 
MAJOR REQUIREMENT 
 Single Major: Minimum 30 credit hours/Maximum 48 credit hours. 
 Double Major: 30 credit hours in Politics and specified number of credit hours in the other 

department/program. 
  Students may take a maximum of 6 credit hours of Directed Reading towards their major 

requirement. 
 Required courses:  
    POL-1011(6) Introduction to Politics, minimum 2.0 GPA. 
    12 to 18 credit hours at the 2000 level in Politics. 
    12 to 24 credit hours at the 3000 level in Politics. 
  
 Combined Major: Minimum 48 credit hours from two different majors with not less than 18 credit hours from 

each major subject. 
 Required course: 
     POL-1011(6) Introduction to Politics, minimum 2.0 GPA. 

 
 
 



REQUIREMENTS FOR A 4-YEAR BA IN POLITICS 
 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENT Students must consult with the Department Advisor in planning their studies 
  Students must have completed at least 30 credit hours in Politics  
 
GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 120 credit hours 
 
RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT 
 Degree: Minimum 60 credit hours 
 Major: Minimum 30 credit hours 
 
GENERAL DEGREE REQUIREMENT 
 Humanities: 12 credit hours in Humanities 
 Science: 6 credit hours in Science 
 Social Science: 12 credit hours in Social Science 
 Writing: Minimum 3 credit hours of Academic Writing. 
 Maximum Introductory Courses: Students may use a maximum of 42 credit hours at the 1000 level. Of  these, a maximum 

of 6 credit hours may be below the 1000 level.   
 Distribution: Minimum 3 credit hours from each of 5 different subjects. 
  
MAJOR REQUIREMENT 
 Single Major: Minimum 48 credit hours/Maximum 66 credit hours. 
  Minimum 6 credit hours from each of four Areas of Study. 
 Double Major: 48 credit hours in each Major subject as specified by the departments. 
 Cognates: Minimum of 18 credit hours, maximum of 36 credit hours in related courses from one of 

several departments. 
  Maximum total of cognate and major courses is 84 credit hours combined. 
  Students may They are required to defend their final written work before a two-member 

committee 
 Required courses:  
     POL-1011(6) Introduction to Politics, minimum 2.0 GPA. 
     POL-2400(6) Canadian Politics 
     Minimum 18 credit hours at the 2000 level in Politics. 
     Minimum 24 credit hours at the 3000 level in Politics. 
     Maximum 18 credit hours at the 4000 level in Politics  
 Students who have obtained at least a 3.0 GPA in previous Politics courses may substitute a maximum of 18 credit hours at the 

4000 level for 3000-level courses. 
 Students without the required 3.0 GPA must consult the department for permission to take 4000-level courses. 
  
 Combined Major: Minimum 60 credit hours from two different majors with not less than 24 credit hours from 

each major subject. 
 Required courses: 
     POL-1011(6) Introduction to Politics, minimum 2.0 GPA. 
     POL-2400(6) Canadian Politics 

    Minimum 3 credit hours from each of four different Areas of Study. 
 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR AN HONOURS BA IN POLITICS 
 
ADMISSION REQUIREMENT 

Students must have completed 30 credit hours with a minimum 3.0 GPA in Honours subject courses (cumulative GPA) and 2.5 
GPA (degree GPA) in non-Honours courses. 
Students must consult with and have the approval of the Department Chair or the Chair’s designate in planning their course of 
study. 
 

GRADUATION REQUIREMENT 120 credit hours, with minimum 3.0 GPA in Honours subject courses and 2.5 GPA in Non-
Honours subject courses. 

 
RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT- 
 Degree: Minimum 60 credit hours 
 Honours: Minimum 30 credit hours, including minimum 18 credit hours at upper level (3000/4000) of 

which a minimum of 9 credit hours at 4000 level. 
 
GENERAL DEGREE REQUIREMENT 
 Humanities: 12 credit hours in Humanities 
 Science: 6 credit hours in Science 
 Writing: Minimum 3 credit hours of Academic Writing. 
 Maximum Introductory Courses: Students may use a maximum of 42 credit hours at the 1000 level. Of these, a maximum of 

6 credit hours may be below the 1000 level. 
 
 
 



HONOURS REQUIREMENT 
 Single Honours: Minimum 54 credit hours / Maximum 78 credit hours 
  Minimum 30 credit hours in 4000-level Honours courses. 
  Minimum 6 credit hours from four of the five Areas of Study. 
 
 Double Honours: Minimum 36 credit hours in each Honours subject. 
  Minimum 24 credit hours in 4000-level Honours courses in Politics. 
  Minimum 6 credit hours from three of the five Areas of Study. 
  Students are allowed a maximum of 12 credit hours of Directed Reading toward the 

Honours requirement. They are required to defend their final written work before a two-
member committee 

Required courses:  
    POL-1011(6) Introduction to Politics, minimum 2.0 GPA. 
    POL-2400(6) Canadian Politics 
 Recommended courses: Students planning to proceed to graduate studies are encouraged to take POL-4225(6) 

Scope and Methods of Political Science. 
 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR A CERTIFICATE IN PUBLIC POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 
 
 Students graduating with a Major or an Honours degree may also graduate with a Certificate in Public Policy and 
Administration.  In order to receive a Certificate, students must complete a concentration of courses in the Public Policy and 
Administration field as part of their Politics program. Further program details may be obtained by contacting the Chair of the 
Department. Students must apply to graduate with a Certificate. Application forms are available at Student Services. 
 
Certificate Requirements Requirements for the program are as follows: 
This option is available to Major and Honours students in Politics.   
 
Total Credit Hours Required: 30 credit hours 
Gateway Courses: 6 credit hours from Category 1 (Gateway Course) 
Elective Courses: Students must take a minimum 12 credit hours from Category 2 (Elective Courses) 
Additional Courses: The remaining 12 credit hours may be taken either through additional Elective courses, or, should 

the student have suitable grades and standing, through courses from Area 3 of the Honours list. 
 
 
 
COURSES 
Category 1: Gateway Course 
All Certificate students are required to take POL-2300(6) Public Administration.  
 
Category 2: Electives 
All Certificate students must take a minimum 12 credit hours from this category.  
 
Politics 
Global Politics 
POL-3110(3) International Organization 
POL-3115(3) Gender and Global Politics 
POL-3120(3) International Law 
 
Political Thought 
POL-3224(3) Research Project Design 
 
POL-3225(3) Quantitative Methods in Political Science 
 
Law, Public Policy and Administration 
POL-2315(6) The Legal Process 
POL-2320(3) Government-Business Relations in 

Canada 
POL-3300(3) Public Policy Process 
POL-3305(3) Special Topics in Public Policy 
POL-3310(3) Health Care Policy in Canada 
POL-3315(6) The Canadian Legal System 
POL-3320(3) Women and the Law 
 
Canadian and Comparative Politics 
POL-2410(6) Human Rights and Civil Liberties in 

Canada 
POL-3400(3) Aboriginal Politics in Canada 
POL-3405(3) Aboriginal Politics in Manitoba 
POL-3411(3) Aboriginal People and the Law I 
POL-3415(3) Aboriginal People and the Law II 
 

POL-3439(3) Politics in Manitoba 
POL-3450(3) Sustainability and Environmental Politics 
 
City and Community Politics 
POL-2500(3) City Politics 
POL-2505(3) Issues in City Politics 
POL-3510(3) Interest Groups and Social Movements 
 
Economics 
ECON-1104(3)   Introduction to Economic Theory 
ECON-1105(6)  Introduction to Political Economy in 

Canada 
 
Conflict Resolution Studies 
CRS-1200(6)   Introduction to Conflict Resolution Studies 
CRS-2252(3)   Conflict and Communication  
CRS-2431(3)     Negotiation Theory and Practice 
 
International Development Studies 
IDS-2160(3)      Indigenous People and the Industrial State 
IDS-2443(3)      Conflict and Development Issues in 

Indigenous Communities 
IDS-2110(3)     Participatory Local Development 
IDS-4920(3)      Program Planning for Development and 

Conflict Resolution 
IDS-4922(3)      Program Evaluation for Development and 

Conflict Resolution 
 
 



  
 
NOTE: Where a prerequisite exists for a course, admission of a certificate student will depend on either i) the student having fulfilled 
that prerequisite or ii) the relevant department waiving the prerequisite. 
 
Category 3: Honours Courses 
 
Global Politics 
POL-4110(3)     Seminar in International Organization 
 
Political Thought 
POL-4225(6)     Scope and Methods in Political Science 
 
Law, Public Policy and Administration 
POL-4301(6)     Administrative Theory 
POL-4305(3)     Administrative Law 
POL-4310(6)     Equity and Human Resources 

 
Canadian and Comparative Politics 
POL-4400(6)     Seminar in Canadian Politics 
POL-4405(6)     Seminar in Manitoba Politics 
POL-4410(3)     Seminar in Women in Politics 
POL-4415(6)     State and Economy 
 
City and Community Politics 
POL-4505(6)     Politics of Urban Planning 
 
 

 
Streams within the Certificate Program:  
While generally students may construct their own program, the above course offerings can be divided into a number of streams that 
should prove attractive to different audiences. Possible streams might include the following: 
 
Aboriginal Politics and Self-Government Policy 
POL-3400(3)     Aboriginal Politics in Canada 
POL-3405(3)     Aboriginal Politics in Manitoba 
POL-3411(3)     Aboriginal People and the Law I 
POL-3415(3)     Aboriginal People and the Law II 
 
Law and Public Policy 
POL-2315(6)    The Legal Process 
POL-2410(6)     Human Rights and Civil Liberties in 

Canada 
POL-3315(6)     The Canadian Legal System 
POL-3320(3)     Women and the Law 
POL-3411(3)     Aboriginal People and the Law I 
POL-3415(3)     Aboriginal People and the Law II 
 

 
POL-4305(3)     Administrative Law 
 
Urban Politics 
POL-2500(3)     City Politics 
POL-2505(3)     Issues in City Politics 
POL-4505(6)     Politics of Urban Planning 
 
Women and Public Policy 
POL-3115(3)     Gender and Global Politics 
POL-3320(3)     Women and the Law 
POL-4310(6)     Equity and Human Resources 
POL-4410(3)     Seminar in Women in Politics 
 
 
 

 
 

REQUIREMENTS FOR A MINOR IN POLITICS 
 
Degree:            Students must complete a 4-year degree program in order to be eligible to hold the Minor. 
Minor:                                18 credit hours in the Minor subject, with a minimum of 12 credit hours above the 1000-level 
Residence Requirement:   Minimum 18 credit hours in the Minor subject 
Required courses:             6 credit hours, minimum GPA of 2.0 iin POL-1011(6) Introduction to Politics, 12 credit hours in Politics               
                                          courses at or above the 2000 level. 
Restrictions:                      Students cannot declare the same subject as a Major and a Minor. 
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
Prerequisites 
Except where otherwise indicated, there are no prerequisites for 2000-level and 3000-level courses in the Department of Politics; 
however, for 3000-level courses, a previous course in politics would be beneficial.  Students enrolling in Honours-level courses in 
the Department of Politics must have credit for at least one politics course in the relevant Area. For example, students wishing to 
enrol in Seminar in Global Politics (POL-4100(3)) must have at least 3 credit hours in Area 1, Global Politics. Note: All 4000-level 
courses require departmental permission. 
 
Changing Degree Programs 
Students in the Politics Major program, or who wish to enter the Politics Major Program, may transfer from one degree program to 
another provided requirements are met. 
 
Graduate Studies 
The Politics Department participates in the Master of Public Administration program offered jointly by the Universities of Manitoba 
and Winnipeg.  Interested students are advised to consult  this website  for details: 
http://umanitoba.ca/faculties/arts/departments/political_studies/master_pa/index.html.  
Students may also consult with the Associate Chair of the MPA program:  Dr. Shannon Sampert of the Politics Department. 
Courses available for graduate credit (7000 level - GPOL) are included in the Politics Course Descriptions.   
 
Education Students 
For Education students pursuing a Teachable Minor in Politics, the following courses are recommended: POL-1011(6) Introduction 
to Politics; POL-2100(6) Global Politics; POL-2400(6) Canadian Politics. 
 



COURSE  LISTINGS 
 

The Politics Department has organized its courses into five areas of specialization. Courses are listed in numerical sequence by 
Area of Study.  Please use WebAdvisor or the appropriate Timetable on the website to find out which courses will be offered in an 
upcoming term, or consult with the Politics Department Chair or Department Assistant. 
 

INTRODUCTORY 
POL-1011(6) Introduction to Politics 
 

AREA 1 
GLOBAL POLITICS 

POL-2100(6) Global Politics 
POL-3105(3) Global Political Economy 
POL-3110(3) International Organization 
POL-3115(3) Gender and Global Politics  
POL-3120(3) International Law 
POL-3121(3) Special Topics in Global Politics 
POL-3130(3) Canada in World Affairs 
POL-3135(3) Critical Security Issues 
POL-4100(3) Seminar in Global Politics 
POL-4105(3) Seminar in Global Political Economy 
POL-4110(3) Seminar in International Organization 
POL-4120(3) Seminar in Canadian Foreign Policy 
POL-4121(3)  Special Topics in Global Politics 
 

AREA 2 
POLITICAL THOUGHT 

POL/PHIL-2200(6) Social and Political Philosophy 
POL-2220(6) Politics and Film 
POL-2225(6) The Idea of Democracy 
POL-3205(3) Reason and Revolution 
POL-3210(3) Politics and Art 
POL-3215(6) Varieties of Socialism 
POL-3220(3) Politics of Post-Modernism 
POL-3224(3) Research Project Design 
POL-3225(3) Quantitative Methods in Politics 
POL-3230(6) Canadian Political Thought 
POL-3233(3) Power & Politics: 16C Political Thought 
POL-3234(3)   Sovereignty & Politics: 17C Political Thought 
POL-3235(6) Politics of Love and Sex 
POL-3250(3) Violence, Hegemony and the Rise of Mass 

Politics 
POL-3255(3) Liberals, Marxists and Anarchists 
POL-3260(3) Liberalism and Social Democracy 
POL-4200(3) Feminist Political Thought 
POL-4215(6) Seminar in Political Thought 
POL-4220(6) Liberty and Community in Modern Canadian 

Political Thought 
POL-4225(6) Scope and Methods of Politics 
POL-4230(6) Marx’s Capital I 
 

AREA 3 
LAW, PUBLIC POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION 

POL-2300(6) Public Administration 
POL-2315(6) The Legal Process 
POL-2320(3) Government-Business Relations in Canada 
POL-3300(3) Public Policy Process 
POL-3305(3) Special Topics in Public Policy 
POL-3310(3) Health Care Policy in Canada 
POL-3315(6) The Canadian Legal System 
POL-3320(3) Women and the Law 
POL-4301(6) Administrative Theory 
POL-4305(3) Administrative Law 
POL-4310(6) Equity and Human Resources  
POL-4380(6) Special Topics Seminar in Public 

Administration 
POL-4385(3) Special Topics in Public Administration 
GPOL-7300(3) Theory and Practice of Public Administration I 
GPOL-7305(3) Theory and Practice of Public Administration 

II 
GPOL-7320(3) Seminar in Public Policy Process 

GPOL-7325(3) Seminar in Public Policy Issues 
GPOL-7380(6) Special Topics Seminar in Public 

Administration 
GPOL-7385(3) Special Topics in Public Administration 
 

AREA 4 
CANADIAN AND COMPARATIVE POLITICS 

POL/UIC/IS-2020(3)   Colonization and Aboriginal Peoples 
POL-2400(6) Canadian Politics 
POL-2410(6) Human Rights and Civil Liberties in Canada 
POL-2415(6) The Politics of Racism 
POL-3400(3) Aboriginal Politics in Canada  
POL-3405(3) Aboriginal Politics in Manitoba 
POL-3411(3) Aboriginal People and the Law I 
POL-3415(3) Aboriginal People and the Law II 
POL-3436(6) United States Politics  
POL-3439(3) Politics in Manitoba 
POL-3445(3) Political Transformation in Post Cold-War 

Central Europe 
POL-3450(3) Sustainability and Environmental Politics 
POL-3452(3) Women in Canadian Politics 
POL-3455(3) Politics and the Mass Media 
POL-3460(3) Provincial Politics in Canada 
POL-3470(3) Comparative Federalism & Multi-level 

Governance 
POL-4400(6) Seminar in Canadian Politics 
POL-4405(6) Seminar in Manitoba Politics 
POL-4410(3) Seminar in Women in Politics 
POL-4415(6) State and Economy 
POL-4440(6) Seminar in Aboriginal Politics 
 

AREA 5 
CITY AND COMMUNITY POLITICS 

POL-2010(3) Politics in the Inner City 
POL-2500(3)  City Politics 
POL-2505(3) Issues in City Politics 
POL-3510(3) Interest Groups and New Social Movements 
POL-3520(3) Community Democracy in a Global Age 
POL-4505(6) Politics of Urban Planning 
POL-4510(3) Law and the Politics of Social Change  
POL-4520(3) Theories of Urban Poverty 
POL-4515(6) Inner City Seminar 
GPOL-7505(6) Politics of Urban Planning 

 
HONOURS THESIS, DIRECTED READINGS  

AND GENERAL SPECIAL TOPICS 
POL-3030(3) Special Topics in Politics 
POL-3600(6) Directed Readings 
POL-3605(3) Directed Readings 
POL-4040(3) Special Topics in Politics 
POL-4600(6) Directed Readings 
POL-4605(3) Directed Readings 
POL-4610(6) Honours Thesis 
GPOL-7331(6) Directed Readings in Public Administration 
GPOL-7335(3) Directed Readings in Public Administration 
 
EXPERIMENTAL COURSES: 
POL-3216(3)  Special Topics in Political Theory 
POL-4216(3)  Special Topics in Political Theory 
 
 
 
Note:  The second digit identifies the area number. 

 
 



COURSE   DESCRIPTIONS 
 

POL-1011(6)  INTRODUCTION TO POLITICS (Le3) A study 
of the modern state with particular reference to the ideas, 
principles and institutions of democratic government; the 
democratic tradition, its origin and development; 
constitutions, federal and unitary; representative institutions; 
the law making process; civil liberties; public opinion, its 
formulation and expression through political parties and 
pressure groups; executive government and totalitarianisms; 
normative, empirical and behavioural theory may be used in 
treating these subjects. 
 
POL-2010(3) POLITICS IN THE INNER CITY (Le3) This 
course introduces students to political problems and political 
strategies regarding the inner city. It includes an examination 
of City Hall, parliamentary politics of the provincial and 
federal levels as it affects the inner city, and various electoral 
and non-electoral strategies that can be adopted to advance 
the interests of inner-city residents. 
 
POL-2020(3) COLONIZATION AND ABORIGINAL 
PEOPLES (Le3) This course examines the Aboriginal 
colonial experience, particularly in Western Canada, and the 
impact colonization has had and continues to have on the 
relationship between Aboriginal peoples and Canadian 
governments. This course emphasizes the contemporary 
effects of colonization, particularly as regards identity issues 
and how they play out in the urban and inner-city 
environment, and also processes and strategies for 
decolonization. 
CROSS-LISTED:  UIC-2020(3) and IS-2020(3). 

POL-2100(6) GLOBAL POLITICS (Le3)   This course pro-
vides students with an introduction to the study and practice 
of global level politics.  It explores different ways that the 
scope and content of ‘global politics’ is understood 
theoretically, informed by the view that global politics is seen 
differently depending on the assumptions that are brought to 
bear.  A range of post-Cold War global practices are 
considered, including globalization, Global Political 
Economy, development, security, and global governance. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for this 
course and the former POL-2123(6). 

POL-2200(6) SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 
(Le3) A critique of attempts to give ethical justification for 
social institutions and practices. Why should one obey the 
state? When is disobedience justified? Are there any 
inalienable and absolute human rights? What are the 
conditions and limits of liberty? Why and when is it moral to 
punish? Is free enterprise consistent with principles of 
justice? Is it ever right to engage in war? Readings will 
include the work of some of the following: social contract 
theorists, utilitarians, Hegelians, Marxists, existentialists, and 
analytic philosophers.  
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for this 
course and the former POL-2205(6). 
CROSS-LISTED:   Philosophy PHIL-2200(6). 
 
POL-2220(6) POLITICS AND FILM (L3, La2) Film is one of 
the most exciting and complex art forms. This course seeks 
to enrich students’ experience and understanding of movies, 
to see them as complex cultural creations that embody 
political and social meanings and not simply as 
entertainment. Various theoretical approaches to film are 
examined as well as topics connected to the particular films 
viewed. Topics may include images of women in film, racial 
politics, the politics of Hollywood cinema, the slave in film, 
homosexuality in the movies, and conventions of realism.  
 

POL-2225(6) THE IDEA OF DEMOCRACY (L3) Democracy 
is a political idea that we often take for granted. Yet 
democracy has always been and continues to be the subject 
of great controversy. For example, some of the founders of 
political theory -- Plato and Aristotle – were fierce critics of 
democracy.  This course examines the complex and 
controversial history of the idea of democracy.  We look at 
some of the major thinkers who have grappled with the 
concept of democracy. In addition, the course may examine 
some of the political movements that have been identified 
with the idea of democracy, for example, trade unionism, 
socialism, feminism, and anti-globalization activism. 
 
POL-2300(6) PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (Le3) A general 
survey of the major areas of public administration. Basic 
terminology and concepts are introduced. The course begins 
with organization theories and proceeds to such areas as 
leadership, decision-making, communications, personnel 
administration, policy-planning and budgeting, and the 
relationship between public administration and politics. 
RESTRICTIONS: May not be taken for credit by those holding 
credit for the former POL-2305(3), POL-2310(3) or the 
former POL-2326(6), POL-2327(3) or POL-2328(3). 
      
POL-2315(6) THE LEGAL PROCESS (Le3) The course is 
designed as an introduction to the law as a social institution. 
The aim is primarily to focus on law as a socio-political 
reality and examine fundamental questions about its role. 
The course will also provide factual knowledge about various 
aspects of law, both civil and criminal. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both 
courses and the former POL-2440(6). 
 
POL-2320(3) GOVERNMENT-BUSINESS RELATIONS IN 
CANADA (Le3) This course critically examines the 
relationship between business and government. State 
regulation of the economy is a significant element of public 
policy. Consequently, business and business groups are 
important political actors seeking to influence the shape and 
direction of public policy. This course examines that 
relationship and various mechanisms by which business 
seeks to influence the state. 
 
POL-2400(6) CANADIAN POLITICS (Le3) This course 
offers a general introduction to the study of Canadian 
politics, including an analysis of political culture, political 
parties, federalism, continentalism, regionalism, and political 
institutions. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-2430(6). 
  
POL-2410(6) HUMAN RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES IN 
CANADA (Le3) This course examines the concepts of 
human rights and civil liberties. It will incorporate a case 
study approach in some areas. The course will include an 
examination of several approaches and concepts of human 
rights and civil liberties. It also includes an emphasis on 
selected topics such as: biological rights, rights of children, 
criminal law in the civil rights context, aboriginal rights and 
equality rights. The course is very strongly oriented towards 
Canadian problems, laws and institutions. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-2450(6) 
 
POL-2415(6) THE POLITICS OF RACISM (Le3) This 
course analyzes contradictions that emerge in the ideology 
and political practices of the liberal state in its approach to 
issues of racism.  The concept of racism is introduced 
through an analysis of its individual, institutional, systemic 
and organized forms.  Using documentation from cases in 



Canada, the United States, Germany, and other countries, 
the course examines state measures to combat racism, 
makes use of case studies of state facilitation of the aims of 
organized racism, and examines activist methods used to 
counter organized racism and its state facilitation. The 
intersection of the state and the field of racism is examined 
as well through analyses of cases involving state security 
and intelligence services.  
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-2431(3). 
 
POL-2500(3) CITY POLITICS (Le3) This course is an 
introduction to political decision-making in cities, how it is 
organized and how citizens as well as local, provincial and 
national politicians and administrators operate both within 
the formal decision-making machinery and outside of it to 
help make the city what it is.  
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-2321(3) or POL-2325(6). 
 
POL-2505(3) ISSUES IN CITY POLITICS (Le3) This course 
discusses such issues as central city decay, suburban 
sprawl, concentration of poverty, urban expressway 
development, and loss of neighbourhood identity. It also 
examines the political forces acting to cause problems, to 
neglect them, or to solve them. The focus is on the dynamics 
of city development and decay, and the political organization  
and action influencing those dynamics.  
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-2321(3) or POL-2325(6). 
 
POL-3030(3) SPECIAL TOPICS IN POLITICS (Le3) This 
course will consider selected topics in Politics; as course 
content will vary, students are encouraged to consult the 
Department of Politics regarding potential offerings in a 
given year. This course may be repeated for credit when the 
topic varies. 
 
POL-3105(3) GLOBAL POLITICAL ECONOMY (Le3) This 
course provides an introduction to the theories and methods 
of global political economy and a study of the application of 
these to areas such as militarization; north-south relations; 
globalization of production; trade and finance regimes; 
gender and ecological questions. 
PREREQUISITES: POL-2100(6) or permission of the instructor. 
RESTRICTION: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3133(6).  
 
POL-3110(3) INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION (Le3) 
This course  examines  various theoretical approaches to the 
study of international  organizations as a generic 
phenomenon, recognizing that they are part of a complex 
web of relations that can have subnational, national, 
international, and transnational ties. More specifically, it 
explores the place and role of international organizations 
within the framework of global governance. 
PREREQUISITES: POL-2100(6) or permission of the instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3134(3).  Students with credit in 
either POL-4110(3) or the former POL-4134(3) need 
Instructor’s permission to take this course. 
 
POL-3115(3) GENDER AND GLOBAL POLITICS (Le3) 
This course examines gendered perspectives on the theory 
and practice of Global Politics. It considers a range of 
perspectives on gender and politics, and applies these to an 
examination of conflict and cooperation, security, global 
political economy, ecology, human rights, international 
organisations and the law. 
PREREQUISITES: POL-2100(6) or permission of the instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: May not be taken for credit by those who 
have credit for the former POL-3135(3) or POL-3135(6). 
 

POL-3120(3) INTERNATIONAL LAW (Le3) This course 
deals with the nature of international law in society, the 
universality of international law, the state and other  
international persons, sovereignty and equality, recognition 
of governments and states, civil war and intervention, war 
and neutrality.   
RESTRICTIONS: Students with credit in the former POL-
4115(3) or the former POL-4137(3) need Instructor’s 
permission to take this course. May not be taken for credit by 
those with credit for the former POL-3137(3). 
 
POL-3121(3) SPECIAL TOPICS IN GLOBAL POLITICS 
(Le3) This course will consider selected topics in Global 
Politics; as course content will vary, students are 
encouraged to consult the Department of Politics regarding 
potential offerings in a given year. This course may be 
repeated for credit when the topic varies. 
 
POL-3130(3) CANADA IN WORLD AFFAIRS (Le3) This 
lecture/seminar course explores differing explanations of 
Canadian actions in global politics and examines specific 
areas such as foreign economic and trade policies, military 
and security policies, and policies towards different regions 
of the world. 
PREREQUISITES: POL-2100(6) or permission of the instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: May not be taken by those with credit for the 
former POL-3142(3) or POL-3142(6). 
 
POL-3135(3) CRITICAL SECURITY STUDIES (Le3) This 
course explores major challenges to traditional security 
studies and traces the emergence and evolution of critical 
security studies. It focuses primarily on the constructivist, 
post-structuralist and post-Marxist perspectives on security. 
PREREQUISITES: POL-2100(6) or permission of the instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3143(6). 
 
POL-3205(3) REASON AND REVOLUTION (Le3) Reason 
and revolution are ideas central to contemporary politics.  
This course explores their roots in 18th century Europe.  
Enlightenment thinkers argue that society can be 
reorganized based on reason, freedom and equality.  
Counter-enlightenment thinkers argue that such attempts 
often degenerate into the type of violence and terror evident 
in the French Revolution.  This course explores these issues 
in the writings of thinkers such as Immanuel Kant, Jean-
Jacques Rousseau, Edmund Burke, Mary Wollstonecraft, 
Thomas Paine and others. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3235(3). 
 
POL-3210(3) POLITICS AND ART (Le3) This course will 
examine political expression in the visual, performing and 
literary arts. The course treats various forms of art as cultural 
documents which provide insight into the political ideas and 
political culture of society. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3236(3). 
 
POL-3215(6) VARIETIES OF SOCIALISM (Le3) The course 
will consist of an examination of theoretical perspectives and 
their adaptation to situations and cultural contexts. 
Investigation will range over African and Asian as well as 
European interpretations of socialism. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3238(6). 
 
POL-3220(3) POLITICS OF POST-MODERNISM (Le3)  
This course will examine a selection of the precursors, 
proponents and critics of post-modern political thought such 
as Nietzsche, Foucault, Rorty, Lyotard, Jameson, Butler, 
Habermas, Derrida and Baudrillard.  This course will focus 
on the politics generated by post-modernism.  Among the 



questions to be considered are:  What is modernism?  What 
is post-modernism?  What are the potential effects of a post-
modern perspective on political theory and political 
practices?  How has post-modernism influenced feminism 
and new social movements more generally?   
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3738(3). 
 
POL-3224(3) RESEARCH PROJECT DESIGN (Le3) This is 
a basic course in research design, intended for beginners. It 
includes, but is not limited to, research design and 
evaluation, measurement, sampling, data collection 
methods, elementary data analysis, research ethics, and 
reporting results. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for this 
course and the former POL-2206(3). 
 
POL-3225(3) QUANTITATIVE METHODS IN POLITICS 
(Le3) An introduction to quantitative methods of political 
inquiry, this course will examine and apply standard methods 
of data analysis. These include basic statistical techniques, 
the use of computer programs for analysing data and 
generating statistics, and the interpretation of statistical 
results. It is a follow up to the Project Design course. 
PREREQUISITES: POL-3224(3) or the former POL-2206(3) or  
the former POL-2247(3) or permission of instructor.  
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for this 
course and the former POL-3247(3) or POL-4247(6). 
 
POL-3230(6) CANADIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT (Le3) The 
course examines the historical development and political 
expression of major Canadian ideologies: conservatism, 
liberalism, socialism, English-Canadian nationalism, and 
nationalism in Quebec politics. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for this 
course and the former POL-2261(6). 
 
POL-3233(3) POWER & POLITICS: 16C POLITICAL 
THOUGHT (Le3) This course explores sixteenth century 
political thought in the historical context of the dramatic 
transformations of the Renaissance, the Reformation, the 
Scientific Revolution and the rise of capitalism. Key thinkers 
examined include: Machiavelli, Erasmus, More, Luther, 
Calvin, Bodin and Thomas Smith. Special attention is given 
to newly emerging conceptions of power, state, citizen, 
family and political freedom. 
 
POL-3234(3) SOVEREIGNTY & POLITICS: 17C 
POLITICAL THOUGHT (Le3) This course explores 
seventeenth century political thought in the historical context 
of the dramatic transformations of the Reformation, the 
Scientific Revolution, the English Civil Wars, and the rise of 
capitalism. Key thinkers to be examined include: English 
Levellers, Descartes, Hobbes, Locke, and Harrington. 
Special attention is given to highly contested conceptions of 
sovereignty, property, natural rights and liberties, and 
revolution. 
 
POL-3235(6) POLITICS OF LOVE AND SEX (L3) This 
course offers students the opportunity to study political 
thought through the prism of love and sex.  Students are 
introduced to some of the central thinkers in the Western 
canon (such as Plato, Augustine, Rousseau, and 
Wollstonecraft).  We consider the complexity and 
persistence of problems for human society related to love 
and sexuality. In addition, the course allows for a close 
examination of current controversies revolving around these 
human passions, such as gender relations, pornography, 
homosexual marriage, and prostitution. 
 
POL-3250(3) VIOLENCE, HEGEMONY AND THE RISE OF 
MASS POLITICS (Le3) The 20th Century has been called 
the age of extremes, one of the most violent in our world’s 

history.  It witnessed two world wars, the rise of fascism, the 
cold war, massive decolonization, universal suffrage and the 
advent of mass politics and globalization.  This course 
explores political philosophies shaped during these events. 
Thinkers considered include Rosa Luxemburg, V.I. Lenin, 
Antonio Gramsci, Friedrich von Hayek, Isaiah Berlin, Hannah 
Arendt, members of the Frankfurt School and Frantz Fanon.  
We concentrate on problems faced by democracy in mass 
society; violence, nationalism, hegemony and freedom. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for this 
course and the former POL-4238(3) or POL-4210(3). 
 
POL-3255(3) LIBERALS, MARXISTS AND ANARCHISTS 
(Le3)  The 19th century witnessed the birth of many of the 
political ideas that shape our world, from J.S. Mill’s liberalism 
to Marx and Engel’s communism, including Nietzsche and 
the Anarchists.  This course places thinkers and movements 
such as these within their historical context and shows how 
their ideas are relevant in today’s world. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for this 
course and the former POL-4237(3) or POL-4205(3). 
 
POL-3260(3) LIBERALISM AND SOCIAL DEMOCRACY  
(Le 3) This course examines the crucial revision of socialism 
to take account of freedom, the welfare state, democracy 
and regulation rather than public ownership. It will examine 
the ideas of Bernstein, Hobhouse, Crosland, Karlsson and 
Giddens. It deals with similar themes in the Canadian 
political context, especially the ideas of Frank Scott and 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau.  
 
POL-3300(3) PUBLIC POLICY PROCESS (Le3)  The focus 
of this course is the interplay of politics and the public policy 
process, with concentration on theories of policy-making, 
actors in the policy process, and institutions and structures in 
the policy process. The role of interest groups, political 
parties, governmental organizations and the like are among 
the subjects to be examined.  
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for this 
course and the former POL-3331(3). 
 
POL-3305(3) SPECIAL TOPICS IN PUBLIC POLICY (Le3)  
The focus of this course will change from year to year, 
according to the interests of faculty and students.  Its general 
purpose is to permit advanced undergraduate students to 
examine specific issues in public policy, especially those 
which are of contemporary interest but are not the subject of 
a routinely offered course.   
RESTRICTIONS: The course may be repeated only when the 
topic varies. 
 
POL-3310(3) HEALTH CARE POLICY IN CANADA (Le3) 
This course investigates current trends and issues in health 
care policy in Canada. Students are introduced to the 
structure of the Canadian health care system, including 
federal and provincial policy history and the structure of its 
financing. The course focuses on challenges which occur in 
implementing and administering health policy change at the 
federal and provincial levels.  The course emphasizes the 
regionalization of service delivery and the expansion of 
community-based primary care.  Alternative models of health 
care delivery are explored. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and POL-3305(3) or the former POL-3332(3), or 
POL-3333(3). 
 
POL-3315(6)  THE CANADIAN LEGAL SYSTEM (Le3)  An 
examination of the structure and functioning of the legal 
system in Canada, including such topics as: the historical 
background of British and Canadian law; the Canadian 
constitution and its prescription for federal and provincial 
jurisdictions; the nature and limits of executive, legislative 
and judicial powers; the distinction between common law 



and statute law; the various fields of law, e.g., criminal, 
domestic, contract and torts; civil rights and human rights; 
the administration of justice. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3428(6). 
 
POL-3320(3)  WOMEN AND THE LAW (Le3)  This course 
will focus on a number of aspects relative to women and the 
law in Canada. The course will include the following: (1) 
women within the legal system, e.g., as judge, lawyer, victim 
and offender; (2) a study of the various laws which affect 
women either directly or indirectly, examination of existing 
legislation and review of case law; (3) discussion of various 
agencies (primarily those which are legislated) which 
influence the lives of women. Some areas of law which may 
be reviewed will include domestic, criminal, estates, labour, 
human rights, pensions and day care.  
RESTRICTIONS: May not be taken for credit by those who 
have credit for the former POL-3429(3) or POL-3429(6). 
 
POL-3400(3) ABORIGINAL POLITICS IN CANADA (Le3) This 
course examines the evolution of Canadian policy on aboriginal 
peoples, and in particular The Indian Act. It considers the 
development of aboriginal political organizations, and current 
struggles around land claims and self-government.  
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for this 
course and the former POL-3433(3). 
 
POL-3405(3) ABORIGINAL POLITICS IN MANITOBA (Le3) 
This course examines selected political issues of importance 
to aboriginal peoples in Manitoba. Topics may include self-
government, northern development, urbanization, aboriginal 
women, land claims, Metis claims, and others. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3434(3). 
 
POL-3411(3) ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND THE LAW I 
(Le3) This course begins with an examination of the 
constitutional status of Canadian native people, from the 
Royal Proclamation of 1763 to the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. It includes discussions of both federal and 
provincial powers and responsibilities in regard to native 
people and also of native government. Specific topics 
addressed will include, but not be limited to, native land 
rights, hunting, taxation, young offenders and child and 
family law. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3426(3). 
 
POL-3415(3) ABORIGINAL PEOPLE AND THE LAW II 
(Le3)  This course focuses on initiatives undertaken to make 
the Canadian justice system more compatible with aboriginal 
cultures and needs. It includes, but is not limited to, issues 
such as cultural genocide, treaty rights, and extinction and 
socio-economic developments such as sentencing circles, 
mediation in child welfare, separate school boards, the 
Northern Flood Agreement and the creation of Nunavut.  
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3427(3). 
 
POL-3436(6)  UNITED STATES POLITICS  (Le3) This 
course is a study of the United States’ political system, 
including topics such as American political culture, political 
groups and parties, elections, formal political institutions and 
policies and trends.   
PREREQUISITES:  POL-1011(6) or permission of the 
instructor.  
RESTRICTIONS:  Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3437(6) or POL-3438(3). 
 
POL-3439(3) POLITICS IN MANITOBA (Le3) This course 
seeks to describe and explain changes in the political 
culture, political economy and political institutions of 

Manitoba. Topics may include different approaches to 
Manitoba politics; political parties in Manitoba; voting 
patterns in Manitoba; social class, ethnicity and cultures in 
Manitoba; federal-provincial relations and their impact upon 
Manitoba.  
RESTRICTIONS: May not be taken for credit by those who 
have credit for POL-4405(6) or the former POL-3432(3) or 
POL-4430(6). 
 
POL-3445(3) POLITICAL TRANSFORMATION IN POST 
COLD WAR CENTRAL EUROPE (Le3) The collapse of 
Communism in 1989 was an event of world-historical 
importance.  It ended the Cold War and, with the removal of 
Soviet hegemony, allowed countries in central and eastern 
Europe to pursue political pluralism and economic markets.  
The transition has been a time of difficult adjustment.  This 
course will examine the political economy of transition in 
central Europe with special emphasis upon the process of 
transition in the Czech Republic. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3435(3). 
 
POL-3450(3) SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLITICS (Le3) In 1987 the concept of ‘sustainable 
development’ was popularized by the Brundtland 
Commission’s Report. Since that time, the term has been 
used and abused in a great variety of contexts worldwide. 
The course will examine the measures and implications of 
this concept as it impinges on virtually every policy area in 
Canada. Specific areas to be examined may include, but will 
not be limited to, the following: Green politics and capitalism, 
Canadian Round Tables, values and sustainability, 
international impacts, urbanization, the welfare state, and the 
role of women. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3420(3). 
 
POL-3452(3) WOMEN IN CANADIAN POLITICS (Le3) This 
course provides an overview of the issues facing women in 
Canadian politics.  It begins with an understanding of the 
different “types” of feminism and explores feminist theory as 
an epistemology, an ideology and a social movement.  It 
then moves into issues of the backlash against feminism, the 
electoral project, women and public policy concerns and 
portrayals of women in the media.  At the conclusion of this 
course, the student will be cognizant of the salient issues 
facing women in politics and have a broader understanding 
of feminist analysis. 
 
POL-3455(3) POLITICS AND THE MASS MEDIA (Le3) This 
course introduces students to the study of politics and the 
mass media.  Few Canadians actually have the opportunity 
to attend the machinations of politics first hand, thus must 
rely on the mass media to provide them with information 
about what elected officials are saying and doing. News is 
constructed within the journalist paradigms and the delivery 
of news is highly mediated.  This course examines what 
news is and how politicians are both manipulators of and 
manipulated by the news that’s accessed daily. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-3424(6) and the former POL-
3455(6). 
 
POL-3460(3) PROVINCIAL POLITICS IN CANADA (Le3) 
This course provides students with an appreciation of the 
importance of politics at the provincial level.  It explores 
issues of regionalism and federalism, while analyzing in a 
comparative manner the different political realities of each 
distinct province.  What makes provincial politics in Manitoba 
different from provincial politics in BC or Quebec?  What is 
the role of the provincial premier given the current state of 
federalism and the impact of globalization?  These questions 



are examined in an effort to provide an understanding of the 
important and evolving role of the province in Canada.  
Prior completion of POL-2400(6) is strongly recommended. 
 
POL-3470(3) COMPARATIVE FEDERALISM AND MULTI-
LEVEL GOVERNANCE (Le3) Most of the world’s population 
live in a country which has multiple layers of government 
with policy responsibilities constitutionally divided between a 
national and regional political authorities.  In the 21st 
Century, issues of decentralization to regional governments, 
subsidiarity and local autonomy are argued to be significant 
to viable social, cultural and political development. This 
course comparatively analyses the many issues that animate 
governance in multi-level systems which will include actors, 
institutions and policy processes.  Students investigate the 
politics of federalism and multi-level governance in 
jurisdictions such as Canada, the United States, Australia 
and the European Union. 
 
POL-3510(3) INTEREST GROUPS AND NEW SOCIAL 
MOVEMENTS (Le3) This course examines the roles of 
interest groups and social movements in influencing and 
shaping public policy. The course explores the concept of 
participation and representation by examining the 
organization of interests outside of mainstream political 
parties. The methods by which interest groups and social 
movements organize themselves, and, in particular, issues 
of democracy and accountability within these organizations, 
will be explored. Topics include theoretical perspectives on 
new social movements, as well as the experiences of 
workers’ movements, women’s movements, anti-poverty 
movements, environmental movements and the role of 
corporations and economic interest groups.  
 
POL-3520(3) COMMUNITY DEMOCRACY IN A GLOBAL 
AGE (Le3) Our democratic institutions, for the most part 
inherited from the 19th century, are challenged in the 21st 
century by global markets and corporate mobility.  This 
course explores the effect of globalization on our democratic 
institutions.  While globalization may undermine our 
democratic institutions, social movements increasingly 
demand new forms of democratic practice.  This course 
explores the claims of social movements for local/direct 
democracy and possible solutions to the “crisis” of 
democracy. 
 
POL-3600(6) DIRECTED READINGS (D) A directed reading 
is an individual course of study arranged in consultation with 
a departmental supervisor.  It is open to third year General 
and third and fourth year Honours students.  The program of 
reading and consultation is arranged by the supervisor and 
the student. The student is required to write a major paper 
and take an oral examination with a second reader based on 
it. 
PREREQUISITES: Permission of the instructor. 
 
POL-3605(3) DIRECTED READINGS (D) A directed reading 
is an individual course of study arranged in consultation with 
a departmental supervisor. It is open to third year General 
and third and fourth year Honours students.  The program of 
reading and consultation is arranged by the supervisor and 
the student.  The student is required to write a major paper 
and take an oral examination with a second  reader based 
on it. 
PREREQUISITES: Permission of the instructor. 
 
POL-4040(3) SPECIAL TOPICS IN POLITICS (S3) This 
course will consider selected topics in Politics at an 
advanced level; as course content will vary, students are 
encouraged to consult the Department of Politics regarding 
potential offerings in a given year. This course may be 
repeated for credit when the topic varies. 
 

POL-4100(3) SEMINAR IN GLOBAL POLITICS (S3) This 
course involves an intensive study of selected contemporary 
issues in global politics. The course focuses on historical 
and contemporary methodological approaches to the study 
of global politics, and the application of some of these to an 
analysis of the problems of international order. 
PREREQUISITES: POL-2100(6) or permission of the instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4123(3), POL-4145(6) or 
4145(3). 
 
POL-4105(3) SEMINAR IN GLOBAL POLITICAL 
ECONOMY (S3) This course is a study of current topics and 
problems in the global political economy such as the 
intersection of political, military and economic structures and 
policies in the internationalization of production and the Third 
World debt crisis; links between militarization and 
production; regionalization of the global political economy; 
American hegemony in the global political economy; the role 
of Japan in the global political economy; Eastern Europe in 
the global political economy; and other topics to be 
determined in consultation with students.  
PREREQUISITES: POL-2100(6) or permission of the instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4133(3). 
 
POL-4110(3) SEMINAR IN INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATION (S3) This course is a study of international 
institutions and the processes of international cooperation.  
Special emphasis will be placed on the League of Nations; 
the United Nations and its specialized agencies; and 
regional arrangements such as the European Union, the 
Commonwealth and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 
PREREQUISITES: POL-2100(6) or permission of the instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4134(3). 
 
POL-4120(3) SEMINAR IN CANADIAN FOREIGN POLICY 
(S3) This course examines specific areas of Canadian 
foreign policy.  These may include, but are not limited to, 
policies related to trade and environment, development 
assistance, defence, refugees and immigration, or policies 
related to specific regions. 
PREREQUISITES: POL-2100(6) or permission of the instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4142(3) or POL-4142(6). 
 
POL-4121(3) SPECIAL TOPICS IN GLOBAL POLITICS 
(S3) This course will consider selected topics in Global 
Politics at an advanced level; as course content will vary, 
students are encouraged to consult the Department of 
Politics regarding potential offerings in a given year. This 
course may be repeated for credit when the topic varies. 
PREREQUISITES: POL-2100(6) or permission of the instructor. 
 
POL-4200(3) FEMINIST POLITICAL THOUGHT (S3) This 
course will be an inquiry into feminist political thought. It will 
consider both historical and contemporary writers of 
importance to feminist political theory. The basic aims of the 
course are two: first, to consider feminist political theory's 
critical perspective on the classical canon of political thought; 
and second, to discuss contemporary feminist political 
theories, including liberal, marxist, gynocentric and post-
modern feminist thinkers.   
PREREQUISITES: One 3 credit hour course in Area 1, Political 
Thought, or PHIL-2205(6) or WGS 3301(3) or the former 
WOM-3232(6), or permission of the instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4236(3).  
 
POL-4215(6) SEMINAR IN POLITICAL THOUGHT (S3) 
This course examines a range of current issues in political 
theory.  Topics covered may include issues related to 



globalization, debates about multiculturalism, civil society, 
and the viability of democracy and sovereignty in the 21st 
century.  
PREREQUISITES: One 3 credit hour course in Area 2, Political 
Thought, or PHIL-2205(6) or permission of instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4215(3) or POL-4240(3). 
 
POL-4220(6) LIBERTY AND COMMUNITY IN MODERN 
CANADIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT (S3) This course will 
examine the confluence and tension of freedom and 
community in the thought of six modern Canadian thinkers: 
Woodsworth, Scott, Trudeau, Macpherson, Taylor and 
Grant.  PREREQUISITES:  One 3 credit hour course in Area 2, 
Political Thought, or PHIL-2205(6) or permission of 
instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4239(6). 
 
POL-4225(6) SCOPE AND METHODS OF POLITICAL 
SCIENCE (S3) The course offers an analysis of the 
interrelationship among philosophy, theory and method in 
contemporary Politics. Emphasis in the course will be placed 
on the development of theoretical principles of political 
inquiry and the critical analysis of a variety of theoretical 
approaches commonly employed in Politics, such as 
behaviouralism, systems theory, class analysis, socialization 
theory and others. 
PREREQUISITES:  One 3 credit hour course in Area 2, Political 
Thought, or PHIL-2205(6) or permission of instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4246(6). 
 
POL-4230(6) MARX’S CAPITAL 1 (S3) This course will be 
devoted to the careful study of volume I of Marx’s Capital, 
the cornerstone of Marx’s economic and political thought. 
Students also read a variety of commentators on Capital. 
 
POL-4301(6) ADMINISTRATIVE THEORY (S3) An 
examination of the theoretical basis for the “administrative 
state”, including such problems as the relationship of political 
values to administrative decisions, the role of the career civil 
service in governmental policy formation, the relationship 
between administrative officials and private interest groups, 
and the protection of individual rights against administrative 
abuses. Attention will be given to North American and 
European techniques and institutions designed to achieve 
democratic control of administrative action. 
PREREQUISITES: One 3 credit hour course in Area 3, Law, 
Public Policy and Administration, or permission of instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4338(6). 
 
POL-4305(3) ADMINISTRATIVE LAW (S3) The general 
focus of this seminar is the administrative state and the 
citizen’s legal relationship to it. While Canada is the primary 
concern, examples of administrative law in other countries 
will be included. Specific topics to be pursued will include the 
regulatory function of governments, rule-making and    
adjudicative bodies other than parliament and the courts, 
judicial oversight of administrative boards and tribunals, and 
the impact of administrative law  on the civil and human 
rights of Canadians. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4339(6). 
 
POL-4310(6) EQUITY AND HUMAN RESOURCES (S3) 
This course will examine the theory and practice of, and 
major public policy equity issues in, human resource 
administration. It will investigate human rights in relation to 
the personnel process. It will also analyse employment 
discrimination theory, U.S. and Canadian legislation and 
jurisprudence, contract compliance and compensation. The 

theory, legislation, planning and execution of these programs 
will be examined from a public and private sector 
organizational perspective. Topics may include human 
resource administration and the Charter, pay equity 
administration, sexual harassment, and human resource 
administration and government regulation. 
PREREQUISITES: One 3 credit hour course in Area 3, Law, 
Public Policy and Administration, or permission of instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4340(6). 
 
POL-4380(6) SPECIAL TOPICS SEMINAR IN PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION (S3) The course concentrates on a topic of 
primary relevance to students of public administration.  
Examples of such topics are the role of public bureaucracy in 
Canadian federalism, the regulatory process in Canada, the 
role of Crown corporations, issues in health care policy, 
public administration in Manitoba, and gender and public 
policy. The course may be repeated for credit when topic 
varies.  
   
POL-4385(3) SPECIAL TOPICS IN PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION (S3) The course concentrates on a topic 
of primary relevance to students of public administration.  
Examples of such topics are the role of public bureaucracy in 
Canadian federalism, the regulatory process in Canada, the 
role of Crown corporations, issues in health care policy, 
public administration in Manitoba, and gender and public 
policy.  The course may be repeated for credit when the 
topic varies. 
 
POL-4400(6) SEMINAR IN CANADIAN POLITICS (S3) This 
seminar examines selected aspects of Canadian politics. 
These may include, but are not necessarily limited to political 
power, culture, ideologies, parties, institutions, political 
economy, the constitution, federalism, regionalism and 
Canada-US relations.  
PREREQUISITES: POL-2400(6) or the former POL-2430(6) or 
permission of instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4420(6). 
 
POL-4405(6) SEMINAR IN MANITOBA POLITICS (S3) This 
course analyzes selected aspects of the political process 
and of public administration in the Province of Manitoba. 
Topics may include political party organization and ideology; 
public sector management; the politics and administration of 
northern development, social welfare, education, health 
care, and other issues of provincial importance. A seminar 
format will be adopted, and public officials will be invited to 
offer insights built on practical experience. 
PREREQUISITES: One 3 credit hour course in Area 4, 
Canadian and Comparative Politics, or permission of 
instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4430(6). 
 
POL-4410(3) SEMINAR IN WOMEN IN POLITICS (S3) The 
course will be an examination of the role of women in 
politics. It will concentrate on a particular aspect of political 
life such as women in revolution, women and electoral 
politics, feminist politics. 
PREREQUISITES: One 3 credit hour course in Area 4, 
Canadian and Comparative Politics, or permission of 
instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4431(3). 
 
POL-4415(6) STATE AND ECONOMY (S3) This course is 
an interdisciplinary investigation into the nature of the 
relationship of the government to the economy in modern 
times. The course emphasizes the economic implications of  
 



government policy and is primarily concerned with Canada.  
PREREQUISITES: One 3 credit hour course in Area 4, 
Canadian and Comparative Politics, or permission of 
instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4443(6). 
 
POL-4440(6) SEMINAR IN ABORIGINAL POLITICS (S3) 
This seminar examines selected aspects of Aboriginal 
Politics.  Topics may include issues of self-governance and 
band management, issues facing aboriginal people in urban 
settings, gender in aboriginal communities, social policy 
issues, resource management issues, the politics of 
aboriginal organizations, and land claim and treaty 
negotiations. 
PREREQUISITES: One 3 credit hour course in Area 4, 
Canadian Politics or permission of the instructor. 
 
POL-4505(6) POLITICS OF URBAN PLANNING  (S3) This 
course is a study of the political objectives that can be 
achieved through urban planning as well as the political 
restraints upon planning.  The course adopts a comparative 
perspective, looking at the politics of planning in selected 
countries. It also considers the involvement of various levels 
of government in urban planning. 
PREREQUISITES: One 3 credit hour course in Area 5, City and 
Community Politics, or permission of instructor. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and GPOL-7505(6) or the former POL-4334(6) or 
POL-7335(6). 
 
POL-4510(3) LAW AND POLITICS OF SOCIAL CHANGE 
(S3) This course examines the use of law as a means of 
advancing social change. The course explores the 
contradictory nature of law both as a force of social control 
and a vehicle for advancing claims that challenge the status 
quo.  Specific topics include rights and rights discourse; the 
legalization of politics; the practice of public interest litigation; 
and the use of legal strategies by social movements.  The 
course also examines a number of case studies, including 
such issues as abortion rights, pornography, environmental 
litigation, aboriginal rights, and homelessness and poverty.  
Although the focus of the course is on the Canadian 
experience, comparative material is also used.    
PREREQUISITES: POL-2315(6), POL-3315(6) or the former 
POL-2440(6) or POL-3428(6). 
 
POL-4515(6) INNER CITY SEMINAR (S3) This course 
seeks to explain the emergence and the character of inner 
cities, and to evaluate proposed solutions to inner city 
problems.  Some attention is paid to the literature on 
American inner cities; we focus intensively on Winnipeg’s 
inner city.  The course features a 3-hour-per-week practicum 
requirement with an inner city community-based 
organization, and the conducting of original, primary 
research on an inner city topic. 
PREREQUISITES: One 3-credit-hour course in Area 5, 
Community Politics, or permission of instructor.  
 
POL-4520(3) THEORIES OF URBAN POVERTY (S3) This 
course analyzes and evaluates the works of various social 
scientists who have written about urban poverty in the late 
20th and early 21st centuries. The course addresses such 
questions as: what are the causes of today’s urban poverty?; 
in what ways does urban poverty today differ from earlier 
forms of urban poverty?; what is its relationship to global 
economic forces?; what is its relationship to drugs, gangs 
and violence? Writers studied may vary from year to year. 
  
POL-4600(6) DIRECTED READINGS (D) A directed reading 
is an individual course of study arranged in consultation with 
a departmental supervisor. The program of reading and 
consultation is arranged by the supervisor and the student.  

The student is required to write a major paper and take an 
oral examination with a second reader based on it.  
PREREQUISITES: Permission of instructor and Department 
Chair. 
 
POL-4605(3) DIRECTED READINGS (D) A directed reading 
is an individual course of study arranged in consultation with 
a departmental supervisor. The program of reading and 
consultation is arranged by the supervisor and the student.  
The student is required to write a major paper and take an 
oral examination with a second reader based on it.  
PREREQUISITES: Permission of instructor and Department 
Chair. 
 
POL-4610(6) HONOURS THESIS (P) Students enrolled in 
this course will pursue a programme of independent 
research under the supervision of a faculty member. 
Students proposing to enrol in this course must consult a 
Department Honours advisor.   
PREREQUISITES: Admission to the Honours programme; 
approval of the Honours Advisor. 
 
Note: Graduate (MPA) courses are identified as ‘GPOL’. 
 
GPOL-7300(3) SEMINAR IN THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION I (S3) The intent of this course 
is to provide insight into the exigencies of actual public 
administration. The course will be conducted on a topical 
basis within the framework of certain trends facing Canadian 
governments today. The course will attempt to utilize to the 
fullest extent possible the particular expertise of students in 
the program, faculty members, whether or not teaching in 
the program, and of both elected and appointed public 
officials. 
The topics in GPOL-7300(3) will not duplicate GPOL-
7305(3). 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both 
GPOL-7300(3) and the former POL-7333(3). 
 
GPOL-7305(3) SEMINAR IN THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION II (S3) The intent of this course is 
to provide insight into the exigencies of actual public 
administration. The course will be conducted on a topical 
basis within the framework of certain trends facing Canadian 
governments today. The course will attempt to utilize to the 
fullest extent possible the particular expertise of students in 
the program, faculty members whether or not teaching in the 
program, and of both elected and appointed public officials. 
The topics in GPOL-7305(3) will not duplicate GPOL-
7300(3). 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both 
GPOL-7305(3) and the former POL-7334(3). 
 
GPOL-7320(3) SEMINAR IN THE PUBLIC POLICY 
PROCESS (S3) The focus of this seminar is on the process 
of formulating and carrying out policies in the Canadian 
political system. Various models of the policy-making 
process will be discussed and their applicability to the 
Canadian setting will be considered. The function and role of 
different participants will be examines and in particular the 
impact of political, social and economic environment and 
institutional structures on different policy outcomes will be 
examined. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for GPOL-
7320(3) and the former POL-7351(3). 
 
GPOL-7325(3) SEMINAR IN PUBLIC POLICY ISSUES (S3)  
This seminar is focussed on selected public policy areas and 
the issues pervading them. 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both 
GPOL-7325(3) and the former POL-7352(3). 
 



GPOL-7331(6) DIRECTED READINGS IN PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION (D) The program of reading and 
consultation will be arranged between the Instructor and the 
student, and if taken for credit toward the Master of Public 
Administration (MPA) program will need the consent of the 
Joint Discipline Committee of that program. The student will 
be required to write a major paper and take an oral 
examination with a second reader based on it.  
PREREQUISITES: Permission of the instructor and 
Department, and of the Joint Discipline Committee for the 
MPA if taken for program credit. 
 
GPOL-7335(3) DIRECTED READINGS IN PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION (D) The course will consist of a program of 
reading and consultation arranged between the student and 
the instructor. The student will be required to write a paper 
and take an oral examination with a second reader based on 
it.  
PREREQUISITES: Permission of the instructor and 
Department, and of the Joint Discipline Committee for the 
MPA if taken for MPA program credit. 
 
GPOL-7380(6) SPECIAL TOPICS SEMINAR IN PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION (S3) The course will concentrate on a topic 
of primary relevance to students of public administration. 
Examples of such topics are the role of public bureaucracy in 
Canadian federalism; the regulatory process in Canada; the 
role of the Crown corporation; issue in health care policy; 
public administration in Manitoba; gender and public policy. 
The course may be repeated for credit when topic varies. 
 
GPOL-7385(3) SPECIAL TOPICS IN PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION (S3) The course concentrates on a topic 
of primary relevance to students of public administration.  
Examples of such topics are the role of public bureaucracy in 
Canadian federalism, the regulatory process in Canada, the 
role of Crown corporations, issues in health care policy, 
public administration in Manitoba, and gender and public 
policy.  The course may be repeated for credit when the 
topic varies. 
 
GPOL-7505(6) POLITICS OF URBAN PLANNING (S3) This 
course is a study of the political objectives that can be 
achieved through urban planning as well as the political 
restraints upon planning. The course adopts a comparative 
perspective, looking at the politics of planning in selected 
countries. It also considers the involvement of various levels 
of government in urban planning.  
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and POL-4505(6) or the former POL-4334(6) or 
GPOL-7335(6).  
 
EXPERIMENTAL COURSES 
 
POL-3216(3) SPECIAL TOPICS IN POLITICAL THEORY 
(Le3 This course examines a range of specialized issues in 
political theory. Topics covered may include Trudeau’s 
political thought, Gramsci as a thinker, Hobbes’s feminism, 
and globalization and inequality. 
 
POL-4216(3) SPECIAL TOPICS IN POLITICAL THOUGHT 
(S3) This course examines a range of specialized issues in 
political theory. Topics covered may include Trudeau’s                     
political thought, Gramsci as a thinker Hobbes’s feminism, 
and globalization and inequality.  
PREREQUISITES: One 3 credit hour course in Area 2 or 
PHIL-2205(6) or permission of instructor 
RESTRICTIONS: Students may not receive credit for both this 
course and the former POL-4215(3) or POL-4240(3). 
 
 
 
 


