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Note: This course is offered as an intensive one-week module at the University of Winnipeg. The course 
includes both in-class and video-on-demand sections. It is essential that you organize your time carefully in 
order to participate in class discussions and keep up with the required reading. 
 
Combined format course: This course is taught in the video studio classroom 1L10. Class sessions will be 
videotaped for students enrolled in the Video-on-Demand section of the course. 
 
Objectives and Outcomes:  The objective of this course is to expose students to multi-disciplinary and 
integrated approaches to transitional justice, and equip them to respond critically and creatively to emerging 
challenges. The course addresses the theoretical issues, ethical dilemmas, political choices, and practical 
challenges of building peace with justice after transitions from violent conflict and dictatorship.  
Course Outcomes: This reflective, interactive, engaging and creative course prepares students to:  

• reflect deeply and across traditional disciplinary and cultural boundaries,  
• analyze critically and research facts judiciously,  
• think and problem solve creatively, and  
• plan and act effectively, cooperatively, humanely and with cultural sensitivity when faced with 

such challenges as scholars, emerging practitioners and decision-makers. 
 ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Description: This course provides a multi-disciplinary approach to Transitional Justice. It addresses in 
theory and practice the hard challenges of building a lasting and just peace after violent transitions, drawing 
upon a range of case studies and practical experiences from the origins of TJ to the present day.  
 
Unlike many courses on transitional justice which focus on legal and political dimensions, this course is 
built on a framework of “integral justice,” which incorporates elements of social, cultural, ecological, and 
metaphysical justice, as well as artistic expression. It includes individual and group exercises to provide 
students with hands-on practical skills. The course encourages each student (whether enrolled in VOD or 
in-class sections) to participate actively and be creative and reflective in not only learning about, but also 
helping shape and further develop this emergent field of study. 
 
Contextual and Academic Background: The field of Transitional Justice emerged through the 1990s in 
the wake of transitions from dictatorship and violent conflict following the end of the Cold War. It built on 
the legacy of the post WWII Nuremberg Trials and prior democratic transitions in Southern Europe and 
Latin America. Despite the ‘coming of age’ of TJ and its popularity among scholars, peacebuilders and 
donors, the field is not without challenges and dilemmas. Scholars and practitioners are beginning to 
recognise not only the successes and strengths but also the shortcomings of TJ as currently understood and 
practiced. Many societies like South Africa, Bosnia and Sierra Leone that experimented with and 
implemented measures of Transitional Justice remain divided or troubled years after transition; many of 
their citizens feel profoundly dissatisfied with the current status of both peace and justice. Years, even 
decades after transition, victims remain trapped in their victim identities, despite apparent measures of 
victim support. Many of the central assumptions of TJ: the democratic value of justice, and the 
presumptions of democratic peace are being scrutinized. Despite this, the political necessity and inherent 
social and ethical value of addressing justice in transitions from atrocity remain unquestionable. The task is 
to reflect critically and constructively on the theory and practice of TJ in order to transcend these challenges 
and evolve TJ further. The proposed approach of integral justice provides this evolutionary next step.   
 
Integral Justice responds to both the needs of victims as well as the needs of societies with their complex 
demands and cleavages. The premise of Integral justice is that the shortcomings of transitional justice as 
conventionally conceptualised and practised can be overcome by deepening its conceptual and practical 
foundations. Often, approaches to transitional justice only address the legal and political dimensions of 
justice. They overlook the deeper sources of division in society and the suffering of victims emanating from 
underlying social, cultural, environmental and psychological/metaphysical injustices that remain invisible, 
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unarticulated and unaddressed in most cases. In the Integral Justice approach, these foundational realms of 
human society – the social, cultural, ecological and metaphysical/psychological dimensions – are 
acknowledged and addressed. The conventional measures of legal and political are embedded in an 
understanding of these realms, and thus can provide more satisfying and lasting responses to the real needs 
of societies and victims to build just and inclusive peace. The course thus leads students to re-examine the 
concept of justice and the process of rebuilding peace with justice in diverse contemporary societies in 
transition from various kinds of atrocity.    
 

PRELIMINARY COURSE OUTLINE 
The preliminary outline indicates the expected topics and the approximate timing of the various topics. 
Students are advised that is it possible that not all topics listed will be covered in the course, and in a 
highly interactive course, timing may vary from what is listed. 
 

Day 1: Monday 
 
Seminar One: Balancing Peace with Justice: Origins of Transitional Justice  
• The origins of ‘transitional justice’: since the Nuremberg Trials and through Latin America and 

Eastern/Central Europe to post 1989 civil war transitions (illustrative cases studies).  
• Challenges of balancing peace with justice: Negotiating Transitions from Dictatorship & War, 

(illustrative cases). 
• Half hour live interaction by Skype/video conference with Bradman Weerakoon, Chief negotiator 

during Sri Lankan peace process 
 
Seminar Two: Measures of TJ and their Evaluation The conventional mechanisms of 

‘Transitional Justice’ –  
o (i) Trials  
o (ii) Truth and Reconciliation commissions,  
o (iii) Vetting, (iv) Institutional reform,  
o (v) Reparations and memorials.  

Illustrative cases of each. Innovations, contributions, shortcomings, risks.  
• Interactive Discussion: What is most effective, when, where and why? What is lacking? 
• Critical Evaluation: Balancing strengths with shortcomings: What is missing in current transitional 

justice measures in both post-conflict and post-authoritarian contexts?  
 

Lunch Break 12:30-1:30 
 

Group Exercise: Evaluating Transitional Justice Mechanisms 
(Ground rules for working groups. In this course, there will be small group exercises that are intended to 
foster cooperative, inclusive teamwork, deepening your skills in listening to and building on each other’s 
ideas. You will be evaluated not only on your reports/presentations, but also on the process you adopt. In 
life, our capacity to provide positive and transformative solutions in crises depend on the strength of the 
teams we create, and how we nurture and support each other, and the processes we undertake together.) 
 
Each small group chooses one conventional TJ measure (national trials, international trials, TRC, vetting, 
reparations, institutional reform or commemoration), explores its application in one country, discusses and 
prepares an annotated list of pros and cons, strengths and weaknesses. What is missing?  
 
• Seminar Three: Victimization and its Transformation social agents? 
• A new premise for Transitional Justice: the Transformation of Victims – and societies. 
• (4:00-4:30) Group Exercise: Supporting Victims and Transforming Victimization: deep listening, 

transparent communication, dialogue in dyads. 
 
 

Day Two: Tuesday 
Integral Justice  
• Why Integral Justice: responding to the shortcomings of TJ and Victimology  
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• Integral Justice in Theory and Practice: Expanding Transitional Justice to Integrate Culture, Ecology & 
Metaphysics/Spirituality 

 

Break:  
 

Social Justice and Development in Transitions  
• Why Social Justice?  
• Theories of Social Justice and Relevance to conflict and TJ 
• Linking Social Justice and Development to Transitional Justice – case studies and examples 
• Advances and challenges in implementing Social Justice 
 

Lunch 12.30-1:30 
 

Gender Justice in Transitions  
• Why Gender Justice: Rhetoric and Reality 
• Advances in Gender Justice in transitions, challenges and experiences 
• Skype/Video Conference call with Gender Justice Expert  

Nahla Vahlji, United Nations Women, gender and TJ programme, and former Editor of International 
Journal of Transitional Justice 

 
Group Exercise:  
 
Articulating and Responding to Grievances of Social and Gender Injustice  
This is a role play exercise in transparent dialogue, non-violent communication, and empathetic listening. 
In dyads, you will role play being a victim of social &/or Gender injustice expressing your grievance, and a 
member of the government established Reconciliation Council listening and responding to the grievance. 
In the second round, you will work in triads: bringing in the accused perpetrator to enter in dialogue with 
the victim facilitated by the Reconciliation Council member.  
 
• Feedback from groups on exercise and experience of dyads and tryads.  
• Reflections on gender and social injustice  
• Lessons Learned and Synthesis 
 

Day Three: Wednesday 
 
Seminar 1: Cultural Justice  
• Why Cultural Justice  
• Components of Cultural Justice   
• Historical Injustices: Indigenous Peoples’ Experiences of seeking justice  
• Skype discussion with Pauline Tangiora, Maori spiritual leader and chief negotiator on indigenous land 

claims, Aotearoa/New Zealand  
 

 
The Transformative Power of Art for Building Just Peace  
• The diverse functions of art before during and after conflict and atrocity 
• How and why and what kind of art can have a healing and transformative effect  
• Global experiences and examples of transformative art in societies in crisis.  
Skype conversation with William Kelly (Australia), humanist artist and winner of Australian Conflict 
Prevention award.  
 
(12:30-1:30 lunch) 
 
Individual and Group Exercise:   
Experimenting with Artistic and Cultural Measures for Integral Justice  
 
Seminar 3: Implementing Cultural and Aesthetic Justice  
Student Presentations and feedback 
• Reflections on cultural and aesthetic justice 
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• Synthesis and lessons learned 
 

Day Four: Thursday 
 
Seminar 1: Ecological Justice   
• Why Ecological Justice  
• Components of Ecological Justice  
• Learning from Indigenous traditions 
• Eco-psychology: ‘restoring the earth and healing the mind’ 
 
Seminar 2: Metaphysical Justice  
• What is Metaphysical Justice? Finding Individual Meaning and Collective Purpose after violent conflict 
• Core questions and components of metaphysical Justice  
• Ecology and Spirituality: Eco-Spiritual responses to violent crises 
• Healing and Transformation: approaches from diverse cultures and traditions 
• Reflections and discussion. 
 
Lunch: 12:30-1:30 

 
Group Exercise:  
Task Force to Design and Implement Integral Justice   
We have now completed the tour d’horizon of the diverse dimensions of Integral Justice culminating with 
the two areas of justice that have so far been the least addressed by conventional TJ. Yet clearly, these are 
the two areas where societies and individuals suffer most profoundly during violent conflict or transitions, 
and it is here that transformative changes can most effectively be made. With this we are ready to take a try 
ourselves in designing and implementing Integral Justice drawing on what we have learned so far from the 
experiences of diverse countries. 
 
You will work in groups of 4-5 as a Hybrid Task Force comprised of national and international experts 
mandated to propose an Integral Justice framework for a transitional country of your choice. The 
methodology for this exercise will be described to you on the day. Drawing on what you have learned, you 
will design together an Integral Justice proposal for the transitional country, that combines as appropriate 
all dimensions of Integral Justice, giving particular attention to the dimensions so far overlooked. 
 
Seminar 3: Implementing Ecological and Metaphysical Justice (3:30-4:30) 
• Presentations by Working Groups, Interactive discussion and feedback 
• Plenary reflection and dialogue on Integral Justice  
• Dialogue Circle: Expanding and Deepening our conception of Justice. 
 

Day Five 
 
Morning 
Opportunity to return to topics/questions prompted throughout the week 
Summary lecture and integration of themes of Integral Justice  
 
 
Afternoon 
• Final Student Presentations and discussion arising 
• Application of what we have learned 
• Evaluating Integral Justice: critical evaluation of the theory & practice 
• Course Evaluation   
• Closing Circle: My Learning Journey 
 
 
 
Evening  
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Special Rama Mani performance and panel discussion at Winnipeg Art Gallery 
 

War, Women and the Human Spirit 

A Poetry Performance and Dynamic Dialogue 

 

 
Coursework and Evaluation 

 

10% Pre-class assignment.  You are asked to read and watch the assigned 
material and write a 3-page response.  (On Day 1, students in the in-

class section of the course will have an opportunity to introduce 
themselves and can draw upon the written assignment in an 

informal presentation of 3-4 minutes each.)  

1. What does the term justice represent today in your society? 
How is it commonly perceived, and how do you perceive it 
today, before starting this course? (0.5-1 page)  

2. Write a subjective essay of (1.5-2 pages) of your personal 
reflections and academic analysis on: 

a. Frankl’s view that ‘man’s search for meaning’ is what 
enables humans to survive atrocity and potentially 
transform themselves. AND 

b. Mani’s view that an integral approach to justice after 
atrocity is what can transform both victims and 
societies. 

o Read: Rama Mani: Integral Justice article 
o Watch: Video showing several segments ofViktor 

Frankl. Frankl’s account of his experiences in 
concentration camps during the Nazi holocaust is 
encapsulated in his book Man’s Search for Meaning 
and his theory of logotherapy. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gc_COGWKKg8 

3. What is your personal motivation for taking this course? 

Why is justice important to you? (0.5 page) 

May 30 

15% On-line discussions, with specific deadlines for contributions Last deadline June 
16 

10% An analysis of Viktor Frankl’s Man’s Search for Meaning, and 
discussion in relation to integral justice. 

June 18 

30% Examination (on-line for all students). The examination will 
cover readings and lectures. The examination will be available 
to you at 9:00pm on June 22 and must be completed by 11:00 
pm on June 23. Once you start the exam, you have 2 hours to 
complete it. 

June 23 

35% Course project. Either: 
1. A research essay (2000-2500 words) on a topic related to 

Integral Justice. The essay should draw on academic 
sources and be properly referenced.  

OR 
2. Course Journal of Critical and Creative Reflections. The 

July 7 
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journal should include 1-2 pages from each “day” of the 
classes and incorporate critical reflection on readings with 
your creative responses to the issues raised in the course. 
You can include relevant photos, poems, drawings, etc. if 
you wish. This would conclude with 1-2 pages summarizing 
your key lessons from the course and how this can apply to 
your studies, work or life choices.   

OR 
3. An artistic expression—visual art, poetry, photographic 
portfolio, video, music, etc.—related to Integral Justice, with 
explanation and commentary discussing your work. The project 
should be accompanied by a 1-2 page Epilogue that summarizes 
key lessons you learned from the course, and how this can apply 
to your studies, work, or life choices.   

 
 

Bibliography and Course Readings 
 
 

 
Pre-class Reading Materials 
Mani, Rama. “Integral Justice for Victims.” Unpublished paper. 

Viktor Frankl video -https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gc_COGWKKg8 

 
On Origins of Transitional Justice and Evaluation of TJ Mechanisms (Day 1) 
• Introduction chapter of Melissa Williams, Rosemary Nagy, Jon Elster, Transitional Justice (New York: NYU 

Press, 2012) 
• Colleen Duggan, “Editorial Note” of Special Issue: “Transitional Justice on Trial: Evaluating its Impact”, 

IJTJ (2010) 4 (3): 315-328. 
• Diane Orentlicher, ‘Settling Accounts’ Revisited: Reconciling Global Norms with Local Agency” International 

Journal of Transitional Justice, vol. 1, issue 1, 2007, pp. 10-22. 
• Introduction chapter of Tricia Olson, Leigh Payne, Andrew Reiter, Transitional Justice in Balance: Comparing 

Processes, Weighing Efficacy (Washington DC: USIP, 2010) 
 

On Victimization and Victims’ Rights (Day 1) 
• General Assembly resolution 60/147 of 16 December 2005, at: 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/RemedyAndReparation.aspx 
 

Introducing Integral Justice (Day 2) 
• Abdullahi Ahmed An-Na’im, “ Editoral Note: From the Neocolonial ‘Transitional’ to Indigenous Formations of 

Justice’ International Journal of Transitional Justice (2013) 7 (2): 197-204. 
• Patricia Lundy, Mark MacGovern, ‘Whose Justice? Rethinking Transitional Justice from the Bottom Up.’, Journal 

of Law and Society, Vol. 35, Issue 2, pp. 265-292, June 2008 
 

On Social Justice: 
• Louise Arbour, “Economic and Social Justice for Societies in Transition”, NYU Journal of International Law and 

Politics, vol. 40, no. 1, 2007. 
• Rama Mani, Introduction to Special Issue of International Journal of Transitional Justice on Social Justice, 

Development and Transitional Justice, Vol 2, 2008. 
 

On Gender Justice: 
• Navanethen Pillay (UN High Commissioner for Human Rights), Introduction to Special issue on Gender and 

Transitional Justice, International Journal of Transitional Justice 2007, vol. 1, no. 3, pp. 315-317 
• UN Women: Peace and Security Facts and Figures at http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-and-

security/facts-and-figures 
• UN Women: Ending violence against Women: Facts and Figures at http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-

do/ending-violence-against-women/facts-and-figures 
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On Cultural Justice (Day 3): 
• Canadian Truth and Reconciliation Commission: Statement on Reconciliation by Chair of Commission Justice 

Murray Sinclair: http://www.trc.ca/websites/reconciliation/index.php?p=312 
• Video of Apology by Prime Minister Keven Rudd of Australia to Aboriginal Peoples: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aKWfiFp24rA. 
• David Peat, Blackfoot Physics: A Journey into the Native American Universe, Excerpt on indigenous 

conception and practice of justice, drawing on North American indigenous groups, pp. 47-50  
•  
On Art, Peace and Justice: 
• Introduction, William Kelly, Art and Humanist Ideals: Contemporary Perspectives (Blackwell, 2003). 
• Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Nobel Lecture, Nobel Prize in Literature, 1970 at 

http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1970/solzhenitsyn-lecture.html  
• Rama Mani, ‘Creation Amidst Destruction” in Mani and Weiss (eds.) Responsibility to Protect, Cultural 

Perspectives in the Global South (Blackwell, 2011) 
 

On Ecological Justice (Day 4): 
• Nelson Mandela, inauguration speech at 

http://db.nelsonmandela.org/speeches/pub_view.asp?pg=item&ItemID=NMS176&txtstr=inauguration 
• Wangari Maathai, Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech (www.nobelprize.org) 
• Jeannette Armstrong, Keepers of the Earth (Okanagan Indian from Canada) at 

http://www.sacredland.org/PDFs/KeepersoftheEarth.pdf 
• Visit World Future Council website on innovative policy solutions to ecological crisis at 

www.worldfuturecouncil.org;  
Watch 4 minute film: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ty4MZSNztvw&list=PL6B22348109B3C7E4  
 

Metaphysical Justice: 
• Part II of Victor Frankl, Man’s Search for Meaning, (Boston: Beacon press, 2006) first published 1959.  
• David Peat, excerpt on ‘Healing from Another World’ on indigenous psychology and healing in Blackfoot Physics 

op.cit, pp. 292-301. 
• Mahatma Gandhi, “Religion and Truth” in All Men are Brothers, (Navjivan Publishing, Ahmedabad, 1960),73-104 
• Carl Jaspers, excerpt on metaphysical guilt from The Question of German Guilt  
• Carl Jung, excerpt from “The Spiritual Problem of Modern Man” in Modern Man in Search of a Soul (Harvest, 

1933), pp. 196-220. 

 

Important Information 
 

1. All written assignments for this course are to be submitted electronically via Nexus.  When submitting 
assignments via Nexus, please observe the following protocols: 
• Documents must be submitted in either Word (.doc or .docx) or Rich Text Format (.rtf) .  

Documents submitted in other formats will not be accepted. 
• Always include a title page or put your name, Student ID and date on the first page of all 

documents. 
• Please type and double space all written work.   

 
2. Keep a backup or hard copy of all course work that you submit. 
 
3. A standard (e.g., MLA, APA, Chicago) Academic Writing Style should be used for references in all 

coursework.  Consult a style manual before you write. 
 
4. Do not assume that extensions will be granted for incomplete work.  Last-minute computer glitches, 

illness, etc. are a normal part of life.  Aim to complete work in advance of “Last Date Due,” so that 
these routine events do not become disasters. If you are encountering difficulty in keeping up with 
course work, talk to me sooner rather than later so that we can discuss what to do. Marks will be 
deducted for late submissions (initial 5% of assignment value, plus 1% per day late).   
     

5. The last date to withdraw without academic penalty is June 25. 
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6. Academic standards – Section VII of the University of Winnipeg General Calendar provides important 
information on academic standards, such as academic misconduct (including plagiarism). Note that 
plagiarism can be inadvertent as well as intentional.  If you have any questions about what is 
appropriate, please check with the instructor. 

 
Section VII also contains valuable information, such as procedures for appealing grades.  Please discuss 
with the instructor any questions or concerns about your grade in the course.  If there is no resolution to 
your concerns, you have the option to make a formal appeal of the grade. 

 
Grading 

Grades will be assigned on the following basis: 
 
    Grade %   Grade  % 
 A+ 96-100   C+  67-69   
 A 90-95   C  60-66   
 A - 86-89   D   50-59   
 B+ 80-85   F   <50   
 B 70-79    
 
Grades will be applied as applicable within the ranges and in keeping with the University of Winnipeg 
policies.  Final grades are subject to departmental approval, therefore above cut-offs can be subject to 
revision. 

 
 
 

Course Instructor 
Dr. Mani is Senior Research Associate at the University of Oxford’s Centre for International Studies; 
Councillor of the World Future Council and Vice-Chair of the Academic Council on the United Nations 
System. Formerly she was Course Director, Global Peace and Security Course, Geneva Centre for Security 
Policy (GCSP); Executive Director of the International Centre for Ethnic Studies, Sri Lanka; Regional 
Policy Coordinator for Conflict and Africa-wide Strategy Manager for Oxfam (GB) based in Uganda and 
Ethiopia; Senior External Relations Officer, Commission on Global Governance. She has a Ph.D. in 
Political Science, University of Cambridge (1999) and a Masters in International Relations, Johns Hopkins 
University (1992). She is a French national and Indian Overseas Citizen.  
 
Dr. Mani has particular expertise in transitional justice both as a scholar and practitioner. She serves on the 
International Advisory Board of the International Journal for Transitional Justice and the Editorial Board 
of the Intersentia Series on Transitional Justice. Her book based on her Ph.D. thesis at the University of 
Cambridge, Beyond Retribution: Seeking Justice in the Shadows of War (Polity/Blackwell 2002/2007), and 
articles on TJ are widely used by scholars and policy makers. She was commissioned to write a policy 
paper on justice and rule of law in Afghanistan based on field research in 2003, and was invited by the 
Afghan Minister of Interior to address senior national and international leaders in Kabul on rule of law in 
2010. She is currently completing a manuscript on Integral Justice for Victims and Societies, based on her 
keynote speech at the World Symposium on Victimology in the Hague in 2012 on this topic. Her 
engagement with transitional issues began with her undergraduate thesis at Bryn Mawr College, USA, in 
1989 entitled: ‘Human Rights in the Transition from Dictatorship to Democracy in Latin America’. It 
continued during her Watson Fellowship year in 1989-90, when she got involved with the pro-democracy 
movement in Algeria preceding the civil war, a precursor to the ‘Arab Spring’. www.rama-mani.com 

 
THE UNIVERSITY OF WINNIPEG GLOBAL COLLEGE  

The University of Winnipeg Global College fosters global citizenship and engagement in human 
rights through interdisciplinary teaching, research, dialogue, and action  
in local and global communities.  Global College: 
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• Administers two degree programs: B.A. in Human Rights and Global Studies, and the Joint MA in 
Peace and Conflict Studies 

• Hosts the Institute for International Women’s Rights and the Ridd Institute for Religion and Global 
Policy 

• Sponsors a variety of conferences and educational activities.   
For more information, visit www.uwinnipeg.ca/index/global-college-index or our offices at 520 Portage 
Avenue. 

 


