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Instructor: Carlos Colorado, Ph.D. 
E-Mail: c.colorado@uwinnipeg.ca 
Phone: 204-786-9171 
Office: 4M32 
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00-12:00 
Classroom: 1M28 (12:30-4:30) 
 

Overview 

Until recently, sociological theory of secularization erroneously presumed the decline or 
eventual demise of religion, particularly in the post-Enlightenment west. Contrary to such 
predictions, religion remains a potent socio-political force in nations like Canada. What 
then is the relationship between religion and secularism? As witnessed by emerging 
legislation and policies like the Quebec Charter of Values, being a religionist in Canada can 
come with its challenges. Against this broad backdrop, the institute engages the varied roles 
and configurations of religion in Canadian society and seeks to respond to the question: Is 
Canada secular? 
 

GUEST SPEAKERS 
The central highlight of this course will be our guest speakers, who will collectively provide an 
interdisciplinary response to the question: Is Canada secular? Our speakers include: 
 
May 12th The Honourable Bill Blaikie, Director of the Knowles-Woodsworth Centre for Theology  

  and Public Policy 
May 13th Dr. McLeod Rogers, Chair of the Department of Rhetoric, Writing and Communications, 

and Dr. Fiona Green, Associate Dean of Arts 

May 14th Ms. Chantal Hebert, national affairs writer, Toronto Star ;“At Issue” panelist the CBC’s  
  The National ; contributor to Radio-Canada’s Les Coulisses du pouvoir; guest columnist for  Le  
  Devoir and L’Actualité 
May 15th Dr. Peter Ives, Chair of the Department of Political Science 

May 16th Dr. Adina Balint-Babos, Assistant Professor of Modern Languages 
May 20th Dr. Lloyd Axworthy, President of the University of Winnipeg; former federal Minister of  
  Foreign Affairs 
May 21st Dr. Barter Moulaison, Chair of the Department of Religion and Culture 
May 22nd Dr. Tracy Whalen, Associate Professor of Rhetoric, Writing and Communications  

            and Prof. Laurence Broadhurst, Department of Classics and Department of Religion and 
            Culture  

May 23rd  Dr. Jason Hannan, Assistant Professor of Rhetoric, Writing and Communications   
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Required Texts* 
• Calhoun, Craig, Mark Juergensmeyer and Jonathan VanAntwerpen. 2011. Rethinking Secularism. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
• Maclure, Jocelyn and Charles Taylor. 2011. Secularism and Freedom of Conscience. Cambridge, Mass.: 

Harvard University Press 
*Additional required readings will be made available on nexus. They are identified by the following 

symbol: : 
 

 
Course Requirements 
 Grading will be assigned as follows: Value  Due Date 

1. ONE in-class test    20%  May 20th (in class)  
2. ONE critical journal    30%   Due May 26th at 12:30 via nexus dropbox 
3. ONE annotated bibliography  25%   Due June 2nd at 12:30 via nexus dropbox 

4. ONE take-home final exam   25%  Due June 6th at 12:30 via nexus dropbox 

Further directions for course assignments can be found on pages 7-9 below. 
 
Late policy: Assignments must be submitted via nexus on the date indicated in the syllabus. Assignments	  will	  
be	  penalized	  the	  equivalent	  of	  one	  letter	  grade	  per	  day	  late.	  Under	  no	  circumstances	  (other	  than	  
legitimately	  documented	  medical	  exceptions)	  will	  an	  assignment	  be	  accepted	  more	  than	  5	  days	  late.	  	  
 
 
 
 
 

CLASS OUTLINE: 

May 12th What is “Secularism”? 
 

Guest Speaker:  
 
The Honourable Bill Blaikie 
“Secularization and the Social Gospel”  

 
Required Reading(s): 

1. Blaikie, Bill. The Blaikie Report: An Insider’s Look at Faith and Politics (Toronto: United Church 

Publishing House, 2011). pp. 5-13; 215-224. : 
2. Bruce, Steve. “Secularization.” In The Blackwell Companion to the Study of Religion. Robert A. Segal 

(ed.) (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2006). pp. 413-429. : 
3. RECOMMENDED: Taylor, Charles. “Western Secularity.” In Rethinking Secularism. pp. 31-52. 
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May 13th “Public” and “Private”: Reimagining Canadian Secular Spaces 
  

Guest Speakers: 
 
Dr. Jaqueline McLeod Rogers and Dr. Fiona Green 

“Internet and Social Media Privacy Practises: Negotiating Secular Civilities” 

 
Required Reading(s): 

1. Lopez, Lori Kido. “The Radical Act of ‘mommy blogging’: Redefining Motherhood through the 

Blogosphere.” New Media Society 2009 11 (5): 729-747. : 
2. Keen, Andrew. “ Let’s Get Naked.” In #digitalvertigo: How Today’s Online Social Revolution is 

Dividing, Diminishing  and Disorienting Us (New York: St Martin’s Griffin, 2012). pp. 46-64. : 
3. Keizer, Garret.  “Left to Our Devices: Technology and Privacy.” In Privacy (New York: Picador, 

2012:  123-32. : 

4. OPTIONAL: “”Letters: Private Thoughts in Public Hands.” In Privacy. pp. 115-122. : 
5. RECOMMENDED: Casanova, Jose. “The Secular, Secularizations, Secularisms.” In Rethinking 

Secularism. pp. 54-73. 
         
 

May 14th Laïcité and the Quebec Charter of Values 
 

Guest Speaker:  
 
Ms. Chantal Hébert 

Q&A Session 

 
Required Reading(s): 

1. “Bill 60, Charter affirming the values of State secularism and religious neutrality and of equality 

between women and men, and providing a framework for accommodation requests”. : 
2. Maclure, Jocelyn and Charles Taylor. Secularism and Freedom of Conscience. pp. 1-26. 

 
 
May 14th  Keynote Lecture: Ms. Chantal Hébert, “Is Canada Secular? The  
 Quebec Charter of Values.” 
 

This evening session is in lieu of the holiday on May 19th. Ms. Hébert’s lecture is at 7:00 PM in Eckhardt-
Gramatté. Please arrive early, as this is a public lecture and we anticipate a large crowd. 
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May 15th Religious Language and Discourse in Public Spaces 
 

Guest Speaker:   
 
Dr. Peter Ives 

“Secularism and the Depoliticization of Discourse” 

 
Required Reading(s): 

1. Brown, Wendy. Tolerance as a Discourse of Depoliticization.” In Regulating Aversions: Tolerance in 

the Age of Identity and Empire (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2006). pp.1-24. : 
2. RECOMMENDED: Maclure, Jocelyn and Charles Taylor. 2011. Secularism and Freedom of 

Conscience. pp. 27-40. 
 

 
May 16th Secularism and Canadian Multiculturalism 
 

Guest Speaker:   
 
Dr. Adina Balint-Babos 

“Aspects of Contemporary Secular Culture through the Lens of the Winnipeg Art Gallery” 

 
Required Reading(s): 

1. Enright, Robert et al. Winnipeg Now (Winnipeg: Winnipeg Art Gallery, 2013). pp. 67-74; p. 213-

222. : 
2. OPTIONAL: Derrida, Jacques. The Other Heading: Reflections on Today's Europe (Bloomington, 

Indiana University Press, 1992). pp. 1-40. : 
 
 

May 19th 
 
 ***No class—University is closed for Victoria Day statutory holiday*** 
 
 

May 20th  
 
***IN-CLASS TEST*** 

The in-class test will comprise the first half of class and will draw on material from week one. 
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Guest Speaker: 
   
Dr. Lloyd Axworthy 

  
Required Reading(s): 

1. Maclure, Jocelyn and Charles Taylor. 2011. Secularism and Freedom of Conscience. pp. 41-68. 
2. TBA 

 
 

May 21st Church and State in Canada 
 

Guest Speaker:  
 
 Dr. Jane Barter Moulaison 

“Secularism and Religion After Christendom” 

 
Required Reading(s): 

1. Williams, Rowan. "Has Secularism Failed?" & “Convictions, Loyalties and the Secular State.” In 

Faith in the Public Square (London: Continuum, 2012). pp. 11-23; 37-49. : 
2. Augustine, Book XIX, Chapter 21, 24 and 25. In The City of God against the Pagans. R.W. Dyson 

(trans.) (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998). pp. 950-952; 960-961. : 
 
 

May 22nd Popular Culture, Public Religion 
 

Guest Speakers:   
 
Dr. Tracy Whalen  

“Considering the Secular Icon: k.d. lang and Expressive Selfhood” 
 
Prof. Laurence Broadhurst 

“Making Canadian Jesuses: Jesus of Montreal turns 25” 

 
Required Reading(s): 

1. Taylor, Charles. “The Expressivist Turn.” In Sources of the Self: The Making of Modern Identity 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989). pp. 368-390. : 
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2. Beavis , Mary Ann. “Jesus of Canada? Four Canadian Constructions of the Christ Figure.” In From 
Logos to Christos: Essays on Christology in Honour of Joanne McWilliam (Waterloo, ON: Wilfrid 

Laurier Press, 2010), pp. 19-37. : 
3. Klosterman, Chuck. “T Is for True.” In Eating the Dinosaur (New York: Scribner, 2009). pp. 225-

245. : 
 
 

May 23rd Secularism, Religion and Bioethics 
 

Guest Speaker:  
 
Dr. Jason Hannan 

“Secularism, Pragmatism, Fallibilism” 

 
Required Reading(s): 

1. Bernstein, Richard J. “The Secular-Religious Divide: Kant's Legacy.” Social Research 76:4 The 

Religious-Secular Divide: The U.S. Case (Winter 2009): 1035-1048. : 
2. Jeffrey Stout. “2007 Presidential Address: The Folly of Secularism.” Journal of the American 

Academy of Religion 76:3 (2008): 533-544. : 
3.  Beaman, Lori. “Religion and Rights: The Illusion of Freedom and the Reality of Control,” Culture 

and Religion 6:1 (March 2005): 17-29. : 
 
 
 
 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 

1. In-Class Test: The in-class test will cover all class material (lectures, readings, films, etc.) covered since 

the beginning of the course. It will take place in the first 90 minutes of class on May 20th. The exam 
structure will be discussed in week one. 
 
2. Critical Journal: Each student will maintain a critical journal throughout the course. It will consist of 

reflective, critical, analytic responses to the guest speakers’ lectures (as well as the readings they have 
assigned). Each entry should be dated. While entries may vary in length, they must contain at least a few 
paragraphs for each guest speaker.  
 
Entries should reflect on how the guest speaker:  
1) conceptualizes secularism, secularization, and/or secularity;  
2) conceptualizes religion (is it a set of practices? beliefs? institutions? is it a concept plagued by  
ambiguities? is it an evolving concept? is it a culturally and /or historically relative notion? etc.);  
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3) provides a distinctive answer to the question “Is Canada Secular?”; 
4) advances—out of her/his own expertise, discipline or experience—an interdisciplinary way of thinking 
about Canadian secularism and religion; and 
5) develops positions that can be compared and contrasted with those taken by other guest speakers. 
 
NOTA BENE: A successful journal will contain critical reflections on class material. The aim of this assignment is 
to give students an opportunity to formulate in writing their own reflective responses to course material. 
This task will help students to synthesize a broad range of course material as the class unfolds. These 
journals are not an opportunity for general or personal opining. Students should keep their entries focused 
on the scholarship they encounter in the course. As pieces of academic work, they should maintain a 
respectful tone. Please see “Other Course Info” for general expectations for course assignments. 
***Critical journals are due May 26th at 12:30 via nexus dropbox *** 

 
3. Annotated Bibliography:  While there is no research paper component in this course, it is essential that 
students in the field of religious studies—and in the humanities more broadly—be able to conduct 
research, and read and analyze academic sources. This assignment provides students the opportunity to 
develop those skills. Students will choose: 1) three chapters from Rethinking Secularism; AND 2) two 

academic (peer-reviewed) articles or books chapter not included in course readings that discuss the nature 
of secularism and/or religion in Canada.  
 
For each source (five in total), students will: 1) give a brief summary of the resource—1-2 sentences; 2) 

give a short analysis of each resource; and 3) discuss briefly what each resource contributes to our 
understanding of Canadian secularism or the way we might think about religion in the Canadian public 
sphere.  More detailed instructions for the annotated bibliography will be given in the second week of 
class. Word length for the assignment is 2000-2500 words (roughly 400-500 words per resource). Please 

see “Other Course Info” for general expectations for course assignments. 
***Annotated bibliographies are due June 2nd at 12:30 via nexus dropbox *** 

 
4. Take-Home Final Exam: For the take-home final exam, students will provide their own response to the 

following question:  
 

Is Canada Secular? As you construct your response, you should consider many of the following questions: 
What is secularism? How does multiculturalism affect the way we thing about the “secular” in Canada? In 
what ways is Quebec secularism (or laïcité) distinctive from Canadian secularism more broadly? How does the 
term “secular” apply to Canadian institutions (including legal, health and educational institutions)? Finally, 
how is secularism a political concept and reality that privileges some while marginalizing others? 

 
Some things to keep in mind as you complete the final exam: 

• This is a “thought” or analysis question, not a research question. You should be able to reflect on 
 the question and provide an answer based on the materials introduced in the course. This is an 
opportunity to demonstrate your mastery of course content (you may  consult additional sources, if 
you wish, but this is not necessary for the task at hand).  
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• Your grade will be assigned based on the quality of your answer. Good answers will frame the 
 question in a meaningful way, and provide answers rooted in specific, concrete sources (such as 
assigned readings and lectures) to support your points. You will be evaluated based on your ability 
to engage critically with the question, and the way your comprehension of course materials enables 
you to marshal a thoughtful, insightful argument. You are not expressing your opinion, but 
providing a point of view, rooted in evidence or established theoretical positions. There are no 
right/wrong answers, but there are better/worse answers, based on reasoned analysis of available 
information.  

•  Length: 2000-2500 words (approx. 8 pages, typed and double-spaced)  

***Take-home finals are due June 6th at 12:30 via nexus dropbox *** 
 
 
Evaluation of Written Work—General Comments for Assignments 2, 3, and 4 above 

Some of the criteria by which your written work will be evaluated include:  
• quality of the thesis (Is there a clear thesis or position in the paper? Is it well-chosen, original, 

interesting, substantial?);  
• content (Does the paper achieve a suitable level of analysis? Does the essay draw on suitable 

themes covered throughout the course?); 
• organization of the paper (Is the paper well structured? Does the paper display a clear strategy for 

persuasion—or to put it another way, does it stick to making a case for the thesis? Are there smooth 
transitions between ideas?); 

• paragraphs (Are they organized, unified and coherent? Does each paragraph support the thesis? Is 

each paragraph used as a vehicle for a single clear idea?); 
• grammar, spelling, writing mechanics, style.  

 

 

 
Other Course Info 

 
*Withdrawal from Course: The final date to withdraw from this course without academic penalty is June 
25th, 2014. Students who cease to attend after this date but who have not officially withdrawn from the 
course by the above date will receive a grade of F. 
 
*Academic misconduct: For information regarding the Academic Regulations and Policies, please refer to 
Section VII of the Course Calendar. Note the following common cases of plagiarism: 

• submitting the same work for evaluation in more than one course  
• two or more students submitting identical or virtually identical work when the work should have 

 been done individually. (Note: all written work in this course should be completed individually.)  

• failing to reference the ideas of another person  
• submitting another person’s work as one’s own.   

 



 10 

*Referencing: Students must employ Chicago-style referencing in their written work. The notes and 
bibliography system is the appropriate option for the humanities (rather than the author-date system, 
which is preferred in the physical, natural and social sciences). The Chicago style-guide can be found at 
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html .   
 
*Course Topics: Some of the topics may not be covered due to unforeseen circumstances.  
 
*Electronic Devices: All phones and mobile devices must be turned off during class. Texting is not 
appropriate during class time. Laptops may be used for the purposes of note-taking, but out of respect for 
your fellow students, the instructor, and especially guest speakers, refrain from using laptops for non-
course-related purposes (chatting, surfing, blogging, tweeting, facebooking, gaming, etc.) Absolutely no 
electronic devices (laptops, cell phones, Blackberries, iPods, etc.) are permitted during tests and exams.   
 
Exams: Students will not be asked for identification when writing exams. No unauthorized equipment, 
devices or dictionaries may be used during exams. 
 
*Scent Policy: The University of Winnipeg promotes a scent-free environment. Please be respectful of the 
needs of fellow classmates and the instructor by avoiding the use of scented products while attending 
lectures. Exposure to perfumes and other scented products (such as lotion) can trigger serious health 
reactions in persons with asthma, allergies, migraines or chemical sensitivities. 
 
*Services for Students with Disabilities: Students with documented disabilities, temporary or chronic medical 
conditions, requiring academic accommodations for tests/exams (e.g., private space) or during 
lectures/laboratories (e.g., access to volunteer note-takers) are encouraged to contact Accessibility Services 
(AS) at 786-9771 or email accessibilityservices@uwinnipeg.ca to discuss appropriate options. Specific 
information about AS is available on-line at http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility. All information 
about a student’s disability or medical condition remains confidential. 
 


