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This course provides an overview of the history, theory and practice of investigative 
journalism in Canada. It will place this form of journalism into its historical context and 
survey its major practitioners, including both print and broadcast journalists. The 
theoretical framework of investigative journalism will be analyzed, and parallels will be 
drawn to the other social sciences. You will also learn some of the practical tools of the 
investigative journalist, including search strategies, chronologies, computer-assisted 
reporting, online research methods, study and analysis of public records, and access-to-
information methods. The ethics and legalities of investigative journalism will be 
surveyed, along with analysis of case studies.  
 
There will be six in-class sessions on May 7, 14, 21, 28, June 4 and June 25. The course 
includes participation in a conference entitled: Holding Power to Account: Investigative 
Journalism, Democracy and Human Rights, to be held June 13-15 at the University of 
Winnipeg. (Registration in the conference is separate and costs $75). This event is jointly 
organized by the university and the CBC. The conference website is 
www.winnipeg2014.ca 
 
Seminar discussions will be as interactive as possible. Examples of investigative print 
projects, as well as videos, will be used. One mandatory textbook will prepare you for 
many of the course’s components. Assignments and one test will gauge your 
understanding of both the theoretical concepts involved, and the practical tools of the 
investigative journalist.  
 
 
Assignments and Grading 
 



 

 

Book Report               20% 
In-Class Test               40% 
Two conference reports             40% 
 
 
The book report is a 1200-word paper analyzing one book and assessing its contribution 
to the genre of investigative journalism. You may choose the book from a list I will 
provide at the beginning of the course. It is due May 28. The in-class test will be held 
June 4 and last 60 minutes. (No identification is required before writing this test, and 
laptops cannot be used during the test). Following your participation in the conference, 
you will write two reports of 800 words each describing and analyzing two topics or 
sessions you attended. Spelling, grammar and punctuation errors can affect your mark in 
any written assignment by as much as 20 per cent. There will be no final exam.  Please 
note: not all topics referenced in this outline may be covered. Note also: all classes will 
be held in Room 1L07 except for the Internet and Database Search Strategy class of May 
28, which will be held in the Computer Lab 3G10. 
 
Required Text: 
 
Rosner, Cecil, (2012), Behind the Headlines: A history of investigative journalism in 

Canada, First Paperback Edition (Toronto, Ont.: Oxford University Press) 
 
You will be required to read one further book. You will choose it yourself from a list I 

will provide at the beginning of the course. 
 
Seminar Outline: 
 
May 7 
 
Introduction 
Definition and Theory of Investigative Journalism 
 
Reading: Behind the Headlines   x-14 
 
May 14 
 
The History of Investigative Journalism 
 
Reading: Behind the Headlines 15-90 
 
May 21 
 
The Practice of Investigative Journalism 
An Approach to Research Methods 
Public Records Searching 
 



 

 

Readings will be provided on May 7 
 
May 28 (Class will be held in Computer Lab 3G10) 
 
Internet and Database Search Strategies  
A workshop on advanced searching techniques, with an emphasis on identifying sources 
for investigative stories. Focus will be on searchable databases. 
 
Reading: Behind the Headlines 124-155 
 
Note: Book report is due today. 
 
June 4 
 
In-Class Test: 60 minutes. Worth 40% of mark. 
 
Legal Aspects and Ethics of Investigative Journalism 
 
Reading: Behind the Headlines 155-185 
 
June 13-15 
 
Attendance at Investigative Journalism Conference 
(see www.winnipeg2014.ca for schedule) 
 
June 25 
 
Final Class. 
Two conference reports are due. 
Selected presentations of reports from conference. 
Student evaluations. 
 
Grading Scale:   
 
A+ 92-100% B+ 75-79% C 55-60% D 50-54% 
A 84-91% B 67-74% C+ 61-66% F 0-49% 
A- 80-83% 
 
 
Please Note:     
 
 
1.Writing assignments should be double-spaced and typed or word-processed, with 12-

point font and margins of 1" on both sides of the page, as well as at top and 
bottom. Assignments must be submitted or emailed by 6 p.m. on their due date, or 
a late penalty of 5% per calendar day will result. Assignments submitted more 



 

 

than five calendar days after the due date will not be accepted without a valid 
explanation for why they are late. Spelling, grammar and punctuation errors can 
affect your mark by as much as 20 per cent. 

 
2.Students are advised to read appropriate items in the Regulations and Policies section of 

the Course Calendar dealing with Senate information on appeals, withdrawal 
dates, and academic misconduct such as plagiarism and cheating. 

 
3. June 6, 2014 is the final date for withdrawing without academic penalty from eight-

week spring term courses.  Failure to attend class does not constitute formal 
withdrawal from the course. 
 

4.Laptops or tablets are permitted in class for note-taking and presentation purposes, but 
connection to the Internet or e-mail is not permitted.  
 

5.Students with documented disabilities, temporary or chronic medical conditions, 
requiring academic accommodations for tests or exams (e.g., private space) or 
during lectures or laboratories (e.g., access to volunteer note-takers) are 
encouraged to contact Accessibility Services (AS) at 786-9771 or e-mail 
accessibilityservices@uwinnipeg.ca to discuss appropriate options. Specific 
information about AS is available on-line at 
http://www.uwinnipeg.ca/accessibility. 

All information about a student’s disability or medical condition remains confidential. 
 
6.The University of Winnipeg promotes a scent-free environment. Please be respectful of 

the needs of classmates and the instructor by avoiding the use of scented products 
while attending lectures. Exposure to perfumes and other scented products (such 
as lotion) can trigger serious health reactions in persons with asthma, allergies, 
migraines, or chemical sensitivities. 

 
7.The Department of Rhetoric, Writing, and Communications wishes to ensure that your 

right to privacy while handing in and getting back assignments is protected.  Most 
assignments will be handed in and handed back in class. If assignments are to be 
handed in or returned in another manner, and you are concerned about others 
having access to your work, you should attach to your assignment an  

 8 ½  x 11 envelope with your name on it that can be sealed.  If the envelope is 
also stamped and self-addressed, your assignment will be mailed to you.  If you 
do not  attach an envelope, it is assumed that you have waived your concerns in 
this area. 

 
8. INFORMATION ABOUT ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
 

As a student at the University of Winnipeg, you need to understand what 
academic misconduct is. The University believes in academic integrity and will 
penalize students who commit academic misconduct. 

 



 

 

Here’s what you need to do: 
 

 Read the University of Winnipeg Course Calendar (Regulations & Policies 
section) to find out 

 what academic misconduct is 
 the procedures the University uses to investigate academic misconduct 
 the possible penalties. 

 Know what cheating and plagiarism mean 
 cheating means getting someone else to do your work for you and handing 

in that work as your own 
 plagiarism means presenting someone else’s words and ideas as your own; 

it includes 
 using the exact words you found in a source in your paper and 

not putting quotations marks around these words; even if you 
include a citation and a reference entry, this is plagiarism 

 changing a few words in a passage from a source, putting the 
passage in your assignment, and not using quotation marks; 
again, even with a citation and a reference entry, this is plagiarism 

 rewording a passage from a source and putting the passage in 
your assignment, but not showing in any way that these are not 
your ideas; this includes not introducing the passage in a way that 
shows it comes from something you have read and not including a 
citation or a reference entry 

 handing in the same assignment in two or more classes without 
having the permission of all of the instructors. 

 Learn how to avoid plagiarism 
 ask for information from your instructor or from the staff in the Tutoring 

Centre 
 use the reference manuals that are available in the University Library 
 read the information on plagiarism on the University Library’s website 
 find and use online resources that teach about documentation, such as the 

Online Writing Lab (OWL) at Purdue University 
(http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/1/). 

 Understand the consequences of any form of academic misconduct 
 your instructor can report you to the  Departmental Review Committee 

and the Senate Committee on Academic Misconduct 
 the Senate Committee can decide that you have committed academic 

misconduct and penalize you 
 the incident and your penalty will be on your file until you graduate.  

 
9. The Computer Writing Lab (3G10—3rd floor of Graham Hall) is open for your 

use. Hours are posted on the door.  Also, the Department offers free tutoring for 
students who want help on any aspect of writing.  Please speak with the 
supervisor in 3G10 to make an appointment with a tutor. 
 

 


