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Editorial

“Help[ I don’t lenow wllo 1

El.IIl...” “?lleﬂ I l)egan my ‘l:i\u" =

year term as Chair in
German-Canadian
Studies at the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg, [ was
quic]cly confronted
with one s’carl:hng fact:
there existed about
half a dozen versions
of the name (and, by
imphca-tion, the func-
tion) of this position.
| quiclely went to work
trying to popularize
the official version,
only to meet with puz-
’/.lecl g‘lanccs and
Slaeptical looks. Now,
a year and a half later,
no’ching much has
changed. [ am still
receiving mail ad-
dressed to so many dif-
ferent chairs that T am
starting to feel sliglltly
SClliZOPllreniC (or like
a furniture store, if
you can forgive the
pun). And only re-
cen’c]y a well-informed
member of the com-
munity in Winnipeg

introduced me as the

lished under the federal govern-
ment’s ethnic studies pro-

gramme - the Canadian federal
government, that is. The Ger-

Volume T Tssue 1

NO, .I. am not a lnemlaer
of the Department of German
or Germanic Studies. | helong
to the Department of History.
As a trained his-
torian with some
]oaclegroun(l in
sociology, [ teach
his{'or}r courses
which incorpo-
rate some ele-
ments from other
clisciplincs, such
as geography or
literature. The
courses deal with
immigration and
ethnicity ina Ca-
nadian context.

This

not mean, how-

flOES

ever, that T am
the Chair in Ca-
nadian Studies or
Multicultural
Studies either.
My mandate fo-
cuses on Qer-
man—spealeing
migrants anc]
their descend-
ants: their experi-
ences as worleers,
settlers and citi-

zens in Canada.

The

cultural

Chair in German
Studies - once again,

So let me clarify:

No, I am not the Chair
in German Stuclies. My posi-
tion, allhough parl‘.ly financed }::y
German-Canadian phi.lan’thro—
pists in Winnipeg, was estab-

man Government does not in
any way con tribute to the Chair,

althougll both the German Am-
I)assaclor, Dr. Su]_imma, and the
German Consul in Toronto,
Herr Fournes, have shown
{:riencﬂy interest.

bacleground is
important.

For lack of a better term,
we are Spealzing O{ “Gennan Ca-
nadians.” This does not mean
that the Chair does not acknowl-
edge, or respect, the very real dif-
ferences between immigrants



from German-speaking parts of
Switzerlancl, from Austria, Ger-
many, eastern Europe, Russia or
the United States. In £act, the
Chair consciously encourages
the stucly of different identities
under the larger umbrella of
“German.” It is not the national
but the cultural ]Jac]zground that
provi(les the uni.fying element.
Does that mean that the
Chair teaches and pul)lis}les in
‘German? Not at all. As con-
sider German-Canadian Studies
an important element of Cana-

dian ethnic stuclies, I am encour-
aging pu}:)lication of research in
Eng‘lish or French. This is the
only way we can share our find-
ings with our col]eagues who are
studying other ethnic groups.
We should try to communicate
our 12110w1edge to the largesi: pos-
sible audience among our fellow
Canadians.

Finally, let me assure you
that the Chair does not only
serve the community in Winni-
peg, or even just in Manitoba.
Alt'llough {clue to my teacl‘ling

commitments) | have not vet
been able to travel as much as I
would have lilzecl, [ will visit com-
munities across the country in
the future. Mty research certainly
covers German Canadians any-
where in the country. The Chair
isa national, not a local institu-
ton.

Questions? Don't hesi-
tate to write. The correct address
is : Chair in German-Canadian
S’tuclies, Department of History,
The University of Winnipeg...

Publications

The latest volume of the German-Canadian Yearbook (14) is about to be pulalislieclA Hats off to the folks who have
l?ept this pu]alication going over the years! Please support their efforts lay purcl’lasi_ng a copy for your private collection
or l:'y asIeing your lil‘)rary to subscribe. For information please contact Dr. Hartmut Froeschle, St. Michael’s
Coﬂege, 81 St. I\’Iary St., Toron‘co, Ontario M58 1}45, fel. (416) 926-1300 x3370.

Patrick Opclenln'jvel, Die kanadisch-deutschen Bezichungen in der Zwischenkriegszeit: Handels - und AuEengoIitﬂe
1919-1939 [Franlefurtﬂ\‘lain: Peter Lang, 1993). Not an easy Loole to rcad - in fhe ]Jest i‘ra(li’cion of German
tlissertafionm this hook is pac]zecl. full of information and analysis, prin‘cecl in an extremeiy tiny font. However,
O‘p&enhfﬁvel’s s{'ucly is the definitive account of the relationship hetween the Dominion of Canada and Weimar
Germany/ the Third Reich in the twenty years between the wars. Whether it is the reparations question of the
1920s, the harter deals of the m_icl—19305, the German market for Canadian wheat or Prime Minister Mackenzie
King's strange fascination with Hitler: this book satisfies the most voracious of academic appetites. Parl:icu}arl}f
uo’cewortlly: the author aclenowle(lges the link between international relations and the treatment of German Canadians

(26).

Traugott Ochsner: Ein schweizerisch-kanadischer Auswandererroman ]Jy Hermann Boeschenstein (Bern: Peter
Lang, 1992). This Swiss-
Canadian emigration novel,
written in the 1930s, is hased
on the experiences of the

zmt]:lor, who arrived in Canada

in 1926

News from the Chair

In August 1994, Dr.
Angeli]@a Sauer was ap-
pointecl to the Chair. She
succeeds Dr. Glen Lich who
has returned to the United
States. Dr.Sauer is a recent
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grac]uate of the University of Wa-
terlon; she also holds Master’s
&egrees from Carleton Univer-
sity in Ottawa and the
Universitat Augs]:)urg in Bavaria,
Germany. Her area of expertise
is international relations in the
20th century but she has also
deve]opecl a special interest in
Canadian immigration his’cory.

Dr. Sauer teaches in the
history department. Her course
“Cal‘ladian [1‘1‘11‘11igra’ci0n a.ﬂd
Settlement, ” which fits German-
Speaieing immigrants in the over-
all picture of Canadian immigra-
tion history, is attracting an av-
erage of 35 students. A small
and research-oriented third year
seminar deals with German-Ca-
nadian identi’ty as an example of
e’cl'micity in Canada. In the win-
ter of 1997, Dr.Sauer will offer
an experirnen‘ca] 3rd year course
called “History of International
Migration: The German Expe-
rience” which explores the Ger-
man Diaspora on five continents
in the context of different mi-
gration patterns over the past two
centuries.

Over the past 15 months,
Dr.Sauer has attended several
conferences. In February 1995,
she was in beautiful Grainau,
Bavaria, to present the conclu-
sions of her dissertation on
“Canada and the German Prob-
lem” to the Association of Ca-
nadian Studies in German-
Spealzing Countries. In late
May 1995, she preseutccl a pa-
per entitled “The New Kid on
the Block: German-Canadian
Historiography in the Context of
(Canadian Ethnic Studies” to the
conference of the German-Ca-
nadian Historical Association.
A few Aays later she was back in

Montreal to present “Christian
Charity, Government Policy and
German Immigration to Canada
and Australia, 1947-1952” to
the annual meeting of the Asso-
ciation for Canadian Studies. In
Septemljer she was invited to the
joint University of Manitoba -
Universitit Trier conference to
present a paper on “Canada and
Gcnnarly in 1945.” Two other
papers on Canadian-German re-
lations in the 1940s were deliv-
ered in Winnipeg and Ottawa in
October and November.

A particuiarly plcasant
e\’CI'lt was t}le Gcm‘lan-Canadian
panel at the Biannual Confer-
ence of the Canadian Ethnic
Studies Association in Gimli,
Manitoba in October. Hans
Werner, Dr.Wilhelm Bleek, Dr.
Matthias Zimmer and
Dr.Gerhard Bassler presanted
papers on aspects of immigra-
tion, aclap‘ca‘cion, and iclen’city
formation. Ina separate session,
Bettina Steinhauser talked
about Austrian immigration to
Canada after 1945. These
events were sponsorecl Ly the
Cl’lair, but their success is owed
to the fabulous participants.

German-Canadian
Studies in Winnipeg

Since January, Winnipeg's
Cerman-Canadian community
has been treated to a new lecture
series in the cultural centre,
Trelfpunkt Winnipeg Canoe
Club. On every last Tuesclay of
the month, different spealeers
present informative yet enter-
taining lectures on a wide range
of topics within the field of Ger-
man-Canadian Studies. Dr.

Gaby Divay started us off with

the fascinating real-life soap op-
era of author Grewe/Grove and
his “wife” Else. Hans Werner got
the audience tllinlzing with his
musings on l1is’cory and memory,
with illustrations from his inter-
views with ethnic German im-
migrants. Dr. An ge]ilza Sauer
followed with her t}loughts on
the “soul-fishing” (i.e. proselyt-
izing) activities of Canadian
churches among postwar immi-
grants. We are now looking for-
ward to Dr. Manfred Proleop’s
Apri_l lecture on the hidden re-
cesses of the Austrian soul.

Upcoming Events

One of the highlights of the

German-Canadian Studies’ aca-
demic year is the international
W()‘L’ksl‘l()P “Gel’]ﬂﬂ.n-cdl‘lad’iﬂ.n
Iclen’city: Methods and Results”
which will take place in Edmon-
ton, Alberta on 4-6 October
1996. Initiaﬂy the brainchild of
Dr. Matthias Zimmer, DAAD
Professor in Political Science at
the University of Aﬂ)er‘aa, it is
orga:aizm:l in conjunction with
the Chair in German-Canadian
Studies. A group of 15 academ-
ics and gracluate students from
Canacla, Austria and Germany
will meet to discuss me’c]wdologi—
cal pro}Jlems and empirical re-
sults. The goa] of the conference
is to stimulate new research, and
to establish a network of experi-
enced and junior researchers in
the field. One afternoon of the
wor}zslwp will be dedicated to an
exc}lange of ideas with the Ger-
man-Canadian community of

Edmon'ton :



Research Projects

Hans Werner recently de-
fended his M.A. thesis on
Volksdeutsche postwar immi-
grants at the University of Mani-
toba. He is currently consider-

ing a Ph.D. in the area.

Alexander Freund, whose
groundbreaking M.A. thesis on
German immigrant women in
Vandouver was comple‘cecl at
Simon Fraser University in
1994, is starting his Ph.D. at
the Universitit Bremen under

the supervision of Dr. Dirk
Hoerder.

Dr.Wilhelm Bleek has ap-
plied to  the Stiftung
Vollzswagenweﬂe for a research
grant to collaborate on a research
project on ethnic German iden-

tity in Canada and Namibia.

Dr. Ang’elilaa Sauer has em-
barked on a comparative stucly
of 1950s migrants from the Fed-
eral Repu]:lic of Germany in
Canada and Australia.

Dagol)ert Broh has just com-
ple’cecl his Ph.D. at Concordia
University with a dissertation on
“Auﬂjau", a German-American
newspaper. Dagobert immi-
grate(l from Germany in 1937.
He is 91.

WE WANT YOU! Maybe
you don’t know it yet, but that
messy (lrawer, the box in the
basement, your brain 1101(1 in-
valuable treasures for present and
future historians. Help us pre-
serve our heritage Ly writing
down or recording your memo-
ries, and }Jy not condemning any

German-Canadian Studies in Cyberspace

of your old letters, diaries ete. to

the dusthin of hisl:ory‘
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This newsletter will be 1)u]31isllerl on

a regular basis. Please help us make
it more interesting ]Jy sending us
your brief
summaries of pumica’cions = research
projects, cowrse syllabi, ete. If you

IQIIOW O‘E some}:o&y WE‘].O WOU.]CI ]j]ze

to receive this 11ewsletter, please let

announcements,

us L‘;’DOW‘.

German-Canadian Studies has blasted off into cyberspace. Come visit our web page. Which can be accessed
through the University of Winnipeg's site at <11ttp:ffwww.uwinnipeg.ca>.




